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c. Lastly, there is the- sheer joy of it.- It radiates-out 'fmmi ;herggx
Te tament It is infectious. You could put these Ch.rlsmansh Ilalker_i
: 63 ?he ; s'ang praises.. You could tell them to shu_t up, \-and t ez’he lked
aﬁ hy i?lore Persecute them, and they spread their message uh he noxt
? wtn eKili tﬁefn, and they went to their deaths with joy, aqd ‘::E]li a?-; Jown
b(l)‘ess'ings on their murderers. That is why I would pc:: ::rth I% . this
business of spreading the Gospel for any occupaélqn.‘;)uneﬂy .fulfilling',
SNOLIouS 'privilege. 1t is desperately needed. And it is-

1t is what we were made for. .-
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It is readily admitted that the evangel — the Gospel — is the central
message of the New Testament. Historically, the church has believed
with considerable consistency and fervor that God has dealt effective-
Iy and adeguately in Christ Jesus — his life, death, resurrection and
enthronement — with the sins and sin of mankind and provided an
eternal salvation for all who will believe.

The Gospel is God-wrought in history. 1t is revelation-given for
history. It is absolute, perfect, and final. Therefore the Gospel message
is one and abiding. The method of the dissemination. of the Gospel
and the practices of proclamation are _man-related and therefore are
relative. They are conditioned by the messenger and the psychology and
sociology of the people to whom the Gospel is being proclaimed. The
methods of operation and the patterns of communication vary greatly,
Methods are people-related. The Bible therefore does not lay down ab-
solute patterns and methods in evangelism.

Because of this, a method which may be very effective at one time,
at one place, among one people, may not be effective at another time,
another place, another people. In fact, it may prove disadvantageous
if not disastrous. Therefore, a method-bound movement cannot become
an effective world movement. Neither can it last very long. It will soon
be relegated to the outdated and the outworn. We do not need renewal
of the Gospel, but we do need continuous renewal of methodology to
communicate the age-old Gospel in an intelligible, meaningful, and
purposeful manner.

Methodology must also be distinguished from abiding principles
and ideals in evangelism. The Gospel must be orally communicated,
the Gospel must be demonstrated in life and action, the Gospel appeal
must be made personal, it must be made intelligibie, meaningiul, attrac-
tive, persuasive, and inviting, Man must be confronted. Gospel eom-
munication must be preaching and speaking for a verdict. These are
principles of Gospel communication, They are qualities of communica-
tion and are biblically constant,

‘Whether such communication is in the form of private conversa-
tion, public proclamation, group teaching, or door-to-door witnessing
is not the important question, There is a quality which rings out the
genuineness of the Gospel, reality of experience, and depth of conviction
and concern.

In contrast to this, methodology is only a quantitative vehicle to
make known the Gospel relevantly, effectively, and attractively. There
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is therefore no method which is universal. and abiding. It mu.:at also l;i
realized that no method is s0 inclusive that it becomes a sufﬁcxen't mg: -
od for all people, While one method may be more efficient (‘;han c;nto :1&
method, no method is all-sufficient to communicate the ps}i_ez o] a
people even in the same time and at the same ;.)lace._ Fie:;'u i 1.y,tv o
ability, and openness become jmportant virtues if evangensm s 0

sive and effective. 3 y
Cog%ﬁf&?és@ iniroductory remarks we turn to 4 Survey QEP:%( AL
contemporary patterms of gvangelism. Hext I present E‘{&w Lﬁ;sfldﬁ}lﬁnl
ideals in evangelism, considering e criteria Egr evalualing evangc\tsm
and the realization of the ideals. Finally we briefly assess the present-
day evangelism scene.

s gvangelism . : i
Cmgjifsade fvangeiism is » serious and organized attempt to commuiu»_
cate in an intelligible and measningful manner the Gospel of Jesus .Chl.lst
to the masses of people in public gatherings, The suprgme-ybygeﬁmz
is to expose as many people as possible to the Gospel of Ja_u-is 'Ch":l'sm
and to persuade them to accept the gracious offfer _of God in Chist
Jesus and thus find forgivenss of sins and eternal life in Christ as .Sav_mr
and Lord; become followers of th% Ma}:ter and learning, fellowshipping
ervinte members in a local church. . L
andlieg::s% be emphasized, however, that crusad.ef evangelism is also
God's prophetic voice fo the people and tille' nation. Crﬂusa_de\ evan%en
fism does not address itself solely to the individual and his sins andl‘ OF
salvation. It must become the voice of G.od to the 96095:& ai.:ld nafuo;i,
speaking boldly about the binding, b!ilndmg, and blighting sins czr ht ¢
nation, society and institutions and cailing all men to repentance. X e;§
is a broader scope to evangelism than only tl:ze conversion of the 1111 ir
vidual. Evangelism must penetrate society with the message of salva-
tion and judgment. ,
terns of crusade evangelism ’
Paﬁé?:;s;ge evangelism ilay take on vatious patierns. It may be rfthnal
in scope and advance a program of evangelism that encompasses &
whole nation. Such programs have been. desngned am; are bgmg
sponsored by the Latin American Mission i vagious Latin Am."f“‘fﬁ“
cotintries. The programs are kaown as 11.1-(.iepth c.vangelisni.. A' smrl; {:r
program known as New Life for All ongl_natﬁ?d in Jos, Mgerifa. c_
latter is gradually and progressively spreading into & nur}lb@r of coun
iries in Africs, These programs were interdenominational in complexion,
ion, and organization, o

des%%nz?nirfat%cmal campaigns of national scope have been c.onduc?e(i
mainly by the Southern Baptists, After attempis 1}1.severai countries,
concerted efforts were made in Japan in 1963'a11d Brazil in 1965. These were
tollowed by similar crusades in other couniries but not 1w the same filmen«
sions, enthusiasm, ot success. In recent years the Western Hemisphere
Crusade put forth great efforts to present the_Gpspel to ti}e people u;
several countries in South, Central, and North Ametica A special feature ©

. s "Ll
the Southern Baptist campaigns have heen“sipultaneouns city-wide crusades.
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An effective national campaign was carried through in Korea by
the joint Korean churches in. 1965, : =
At present a national campaign of note is in progress in the Phitip-
pines. It is less a campaign of crusades in the ordinary sense of the word,
but rather a crusade. to plant thousands of evangelism and Bible siudy
cells throughout the Repubiic. .
United city-wide and area-wide: campaigns have become a part of
the heritage of the evangelieal churches. In recent decades they have
become . a world-wide phenomenon through the efforts of such instru-
ments as the “Billy Graham Team,” the “World Vision” endeavors, the
“Good Mews Crusades” of the Assemblies of God, and others. In more
recent years evangelists of renown from the Third World have left indeli-
bie imprints upon their countries and beyond them.

Local church evangelism campaigns are growing less and less in the
established churches. This includes both the public evangelistic crusade
and “enlistment evangelism.” This is tragic, to say the least.

Fellowship-evangelism

" The report of Luke on the life and minisity of the apostolic church
is very sketchy, yet most meaningful and helpful for our orientation,
He tells us that “they continuing daily with one accord in the temple,
and breaking bread from house te house . . .” and again “And daily
in the temple, and in every house they cedsed not to teach and preach
Jesus Christ (evangelized)” (Acts 2:46, 5:42). Somewhat later Paul
reminds the Ephesians: “T kept back nothing that was profitable unto
you, but have showed you and have taught you publicly, and from Aouse
to house” (Acts 20220}

Two facts stand out clearly. The early church practiced both large
gatherings in public places and small assemblies in the homes of believers.
Again, the house meetings or small group encounters had a threefold
purpose: first, fellowship of the saints, second, teaching, and third,
evangelism of the neighborhood or comnunity.

Fellowship or small group evangelism is not a modern invention or
an accommodation to the conveniences of the non-churchgoer. It is
an apostolic pattern that is being discovered and revived in our days.
It is practiced with great effectiveness in Korea by numercus Presby-
terian churches and other groups, by the Pentecostals in Latin America,
by the evangelical churches in Great Britain and in several cities in
the U1.5.A., notably Dallas, Texas.

it should be noted that we are speaking of fellowship-evangelism in
an atmosphere of friendship and neighborliness. I purposely hyphenate
the fellowship-evangelism. It is not fellowship and evangelism, not
gven fellowship for the purpose of evangelism, bui evangelism in and
through fellowship. It needs to be recognized that biblical fellowship
has evangelizing effects and powers. Evangelism is implicit in fellowship
as fellowship is implicit in being in Christ. Fellowship-evangelism seeks
to correlate two of the most dynamic New Testament concepts. This
does not just happen. It is an art that will be achieved only when the
Holy Spirit is truly in control and when it becomes a fellowship in the
Spirit. The strength of the small group meeting will depend to a great




184 LET THE EARTH HEAR HIS VOICE

extent-upon the success in keeping the two ‘concepts of fellowship and
evangelism in proper balance, continuous tension and beautiful correla-
tion. Fellowship must constitute the gqualily and evangelism must be
the purpose, while Iriendship- and neighborliness born- out of spiritual
concern for the welfare of others must create the atmosphere of the
total setting. .

Pellowship-evangelism, therefore, is less formal and more perspnal
than crusade evangelism; it is less structured and more functional than
public evangelism. 1t is nof, however, as individual and confronting as
personal evangelism usually is. It seems to be a happy and very effective
mediation between crusade and personal evangelism if efficiently ad-
ministered and properly conducted. :
Levels of fellowship-evangelism

First, household evangelism. Household evangelism seldom appears
in the vocabulary of books on evangelism. This seems peculiar for at
least four reasons. (i) The family or household is a unjversally appearing
social phenomenon. (ii) It is the first and most significant social institu-
tion created by God and the only institution that belongs to man in his
original and sinless state. (iii) Family or ‘househoid life is carefully
ordered in the Bible and experiences of blessings and judgmenis are
vividly portrayed. Again, househoid evangelism, household conversions,
household baptisms, and household churches are quite prominent in
the Mew Testament. (iv) The family or hounsehold is the basic and
foundational social unit from which all other social units- arise. The
preservation and building of this unit ought to be a primary concern
of Christianity and it ought to constitute the foundational unit of the
Christian church. '

Few examples of present-day practices in household evangelism,

can be cited. it is being practiced with considerable success in India
by the Oriental Missionary Society and some related patterns do emerge
in Japan and Zaire, It resilted in record conversions in Egypt before
the wars interrupted the work, At present it is more a “concept” than a
practice, program ot movement. It ought to and can be fanned into a
worldwide movement because the family is universal, household evange-
listin is & crying need, and household evangelism and household conver-
sions have - tremendous advantages. Household evangelism must be
teturned to its rightful place ainong the practices of evangelism. :

Second, small group evangelism. Small group evangelismn has pro-
liferated considerably and has taken on various designations and forms.
They are in patt a revival of an apostolic pattern and in part a moderniz-
ing of the Methodist class ‘meetings of the eighteenth century. It has
ardent advocates and defenders. . H. Adeney vigorously promotes
sColi Groups” theough a specialized instituts which he has founded in
Singaporé for this purpose. The imstitute is known as Discipleship
Training Center. A pamphiet emitled “Celt Groups” explains the pro-
gram. Michael Skinner of Wesley House, Cambridge, BEngland, tells us:
“Por twenty-five years 1 have been an nnashamed fanatic about house
groups. This book makes ng apology for such fanaticism but seeks: to
justify it on biblical grounds, as .well as on the score of temporary
needs and practical politics.” His book, House Groups, is inspirational,
instructional and provocative.
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“’f S_p‘eakiqg of thle; Methodist class meetings,” Mr. Skiriner ‘Comments:
. l;m gopd ‘things in the class-meeting are:plain. It practiced Christian
e ows.hlp of the New Testament patterns, it consolidated the gains of
preaching and nurtured the spiritually awakened, it made people articu-
late a‘?out their faith and able witnesses to it in the world™ (p.-106) .
. Dr 'Mz!ttthew 8, Prince of Knoxville, Tennessee, has found‘éd'thé
‘;New L}fe ’-_--movement which he introduces ‘with the following words:
Nefv Life is a Christian mission whose only purpose is ib'make'.!es“
Chr}%knog? by the best means available | .. IR sl ©
ew:Life works through Christiang ' or their fellow - mat
Four \;Vpcetings for guests fo%ow onee a we‘zlklccf ‘c ‘are for thele fellow mar.
“We make every effort to be sensitive to peoplé, remaii i
and communicate Christ in'the most -effective :\%Iz)ay %ﬁééﬁﬁ%hﬁfﬁgg’
the-length of t_hc sei:ies may vary. However, the format remaitis basicall’
the same — discussion designed to-answer' questions:about firming u g
P_elfSanal relationship with Good through faith:in Jesus Christ.” P
Dr. Howard Hendricks, Dallas;-Texas, outlines home Bible classes
sgﬁgrd;rii _to_ patte:-n_,--pl':r?os_e., and procedire. ‘Urider patiern he ‘pre-
efféc?iir e:.Jl’ee .cl"la:rac.tcr.ls.tx.cs if hom_e_':B}blc.: st;udy. groups are Ito be
- 1."They must be community-centered. C T
" 2. They must be home-centered,
- 3. They must be evangelism-centered.
‘He continues on the purpose: ' R
L To provide the opportunity for Christians to reach the unsaved
- 2. Present the Gospel to the unsaved (the maijn purpose). - :
- 3. To provide a feeder for the local church, e
* He sees the procedure under three headings: - s
- 1. Personnel — the host-and/or the hostess and the teacher
2. Program.. RN L o
3. Promotion. S . Ll
- Third, specialized group evangelism. In the last decades’ intietou
SP‘?_ciaIi_z?ed gro'up:miﬁistries-havég developed. Child'gﬁ;zg:?iﬁ:zu?:;gﬁ
zza‘i, kﬁrgg;atmgal—. (U.5A) _and ‘Children's Special - Service . Mission,
Children with?h s cGrg;g;rle Umgn {erreat. ”Bnt.al.n),‘ S}‘)‘BC{a.ilelc m ;.reag'::hing
" Youth For Christ; International; Young Life Movemeni; Teen Evange-
lism, all U.S5.A -based, are penetrating youth‘-..-.with the r;lessage of gle
Gospel in an effective manner. : SEEE w
Inre?'—Varsi!y “Christian ' Fellowship,: Campus -~ Crusade Internaiional
Students, -Inc.; and: Navigators are concentrating on the college “and
university campuses with relevant messages and relevant methods
'I"h.c. impréssive © tri-annual “*Urbana” conferences “of- the‘-- Inter-
j\;?rsny Christian -Fellowship U:S., have attracted world atténtion and
;1 a\l{l;qgced thusana?s- of young people for- Christ, No . less -notable
nave ]é::nosgg}g Oifl tlhe gatf_lermgs undg;r the auspices of Campus Cru-
e, o 72 willong b sememibsred by Dallas people and how
vi-iThe - Christion Busingss: Men's - Committee - is
towards winning business men for Christ.

directing *its -energy
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The Christian Academies, a Geiman movemfent_ of great -si%nifi-
cance, are designed to acquaint, to djalogue w_lth and to confront
professionals with the Gospel and the claims of Christ.

Forces : : :
Amgﬁfg’ggzdm I?as found much emphasis in_. the las‘t decades and. pas_
been very successful in Korea. Christfan A?rirv:ce Men’s ?‘enters organiza
ticn is doing fine work in many cities in rilitary evangelism. F Hou
All these organizations have wqrthy and vigorous programs. '’ tu v
ship-evangelism has . almost unlimited possibilities and opportunities.

vangelism T .
ng:f:oifl fvangelism is well illustrated and, its effectiveness is dem(tm-
strated in the New Testament. Chrlist is our foremost exampie, instructor

inspiration in personal evangelism. : ) C
and%&igg:;i?gvangelism today iresents itseli in three partxcula_r; f(_l;rr_ns-.
First, divect. confrontation evangelism. I*_I_e're' the Gospel is being
offered to the individual and the. claims Of.Chl‘lSt are made knownhn;
a face to face meeting and without lengthy ._mtroduc_tlmns;. This type ::1k
been popularized and schematized by RA Torrey in his famgus,lao; ¢
“Personal Evangelism.” Various modifications of the same direct n};
proach have been advanced by numerous authuofs and org,anlzgt.l?l 5.
The best known today perhaps are the “Four S_pmtl}al Lawsi az ctl c131§
usage by Campus Crusade, and Dr. D. James Kennedy's (Fort_ auderdale
“ ion Evangelism.” - v )
Exgﬁﬁ friengdshgp personal evangelisti. ’I"he PUIpOSe, of_ frlendshgj
personal evangelism is as definite as that of direct conf.mx:l‘tatmnilS evan{;ne
Lism. The procedure, however, differs gre‘atly. The cul'tlvatmn o gem:. e
and concerned friendship constitutes an integral part in the presenta 1oh
of the Gospel and the claims of Christ. It.se:ems a more natural ‘?gprﬁe}c
than the direct confrontation. However, 1118 beset w;th some difficu 1eii
It is admitted that to gain the confidence and friendship o.f__uns;we;n.
peoplé is not easy as it is often imagiqe,d. To make the transition roOf
friendship to actual personal evangelism demadnds a good, measure
' ivine wisdom. o - o
tact;gg ‘i:icndship personal evangelism is a souqd appx:oach. 'f-lhe}ar;
of being a friend. and a soul winner can be acquired in the s¢ 001_ O't
Christ and experience. 1t is an effective nflethod n'ot.-only t.oj e ﬁ{?l
decisions but also to lead individuals on into glﬁe of (}‘hrnstlan discip. e;._ ip.
Third, dialogue personal evangelism. Dialogue is the opposiie rom;
monologue. 1t is a two-way conversation rat_tfe_r than: a one-way;preSeéle
tation or proclamation. The meeting of Christ and Nu;odemus may
taken as a biblical pattern of dialogue petsonal evan_gellsm. The purpo&‘(;
is evangelism, the procedure is dialogue. — the _frlendlx exchange d(;
views and convictions, the intimate sharing of qxpenence_sf,f . m?e_ .
aspirations, and frustrations, with-a view_of_ dissolving the difficuities,
obstacles, and prejudices in the heart a.nd_nf‘nnd of the unsaved pf‘;rsoni
It is a gentle attempt €O persuade the mflmdua] to accept the 01 er o
God in Christ Jesus and to commit himseif to. Christ for salvation

and life.

CONTEMPORARY PRACTICES OF EVANGELISM 187

Life-style evangelism

Life-style evangelism as a program is a recent phenomenon. In
reality and practice it is as old as Christianity. Much of the evangelism
of Christ was life-style evangelism, that is, it grew out of ordinary
life situations and experiences and was conducted in 2 life-style manner
without having been planned or being programmed.

- Life-style evangelism has become institutionalized and popularized
in our days. The governing concepts of life-style evangelism are in-
formality, familiarity, belongingness, friendliness, helpfulness, non-
offensiveness, life-relaiedness and non-programmed behavior and
conversation, :

Life-style evangelism has proliferated and has taken on many forms.
I mention only three patterns.

Camp evangelism. Camp life is nothing new. Camp life is known in
the Bible and has been known in Europe for many vears, 1t is a part of
vacation experiences. However, camp life for evangelism purposes is
not as ancient. In the sense of modern camps, it is a relatively late comer.

Today camp and campers abound and facilities have been moderniz-
ed and are made commodicus. Many camps are being used to a tremen-
dous advantage in evangelism. The family-style camp is increasing in
numbers, popularity, and effectiveness. The fame of camyp style evange-
lism has spread around the world and is greatly honored by the Lord in
bringing people to the knowledge of salvation and the fellowship of
believers,

Dinner evangelism. Dinner evangelism is both biblical and social.
It is a pleasant and open approach to infroduce friends and neighbors,
colleagues and business associates, servants and masters to the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. Jts social setting allows for an atmosphere of relaxation,
friendship. and neighborliness. Such dinners may be held in church
facilities, restaurants, or social and entertainment places. The choice
of the place is important. Most people prefer a religiously neuiral place,

Dinner evangelism has proven very effective in numerous places
and is today a popular method of evangelism in many churches and
associations in U.S.A. It is much appreciated among the ladies in Japan
in several large metropolitan areas. . '

Coffechouse evangelisin. Coffeehouse evangelism is. a late comer
in the Western world, It gained fame and -popularity during the tide of
the “hippy” movement. It is still serving large numbers of people,
particularly the university and college population. While it seems lke
a modified and modernized rescue mission on a college or university

level, it is not that at all, 1t is rather an adaptation of evangelism to the
mood and life-style of the times. It should not be considered a rescue
mission operation in the ordinary sense of the word. It seeks to reach
the hearts of youth by means of meeting their social needs rather than
their physical needs, providing for them a haven of friendship in a
hostile, depersonalized, and mechanized world of tensions, loneliness,
pressures, competition, -and chilling, individualistic society. At the
same time it seeks to convinee and to demonstrate to youth that the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and the salvation in him are not bound to io-
stitutions and establishinents.- Christ can be found in the  informal
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setting of a coffeehouse over a “cup of coffee” with a concerned
friend.

Life-style evangelism has its place in a mechanistic and institu-
tionalized world. -

Mass media evangelism

Mass media evangelism is the most difficult part to present. It-has
taken on the form of Bible distribution evangelism, Christian literature
evangelism, radio evangelism, television evangelism, press evangelism,
film evangelism, recording evangelism, cassetie tape evangelism, etc.
No doubt there are other forms of mass media evangelism. From this
listing it is evident that mass media evangelism is a most fascinating
and a most challenging aspect of the Christian ministry and Gospel
outreach. Yet, to describe and evaluate it becomes "most difficult,
In its scope it is so vast as to encompass the whole globe; in iis pos-
sibilities it is so measureless as to defy our imagination; in its claims it
is so overwhelming as to make objectivity almost impossible. In its
presentation of concrete gvidences it must remain general and vague
because of the very nature of the work.

Whatever our position on mass media evangelism may be, mass
media in communication has come to stay. It is today one of the great-
est social molding forces in the world of humanity and one of the most
rapidly expanding industries and institutions of the world. The Christian
church simply cannot ignore it. -

At present millions of dollars are being spent in Christian mass
communication of the Gospel message in all the different forms menp-
tioned above. The more than fifty Christian radio stations in the non-
Western world make the Gospel available to countiess multitudes.
At the same time they reach into areas otherwise unreachable. It is my
impression that money prayerfully given and honestly spent by reputable
agencies is money well invested in Gospel proclamation.

New Testament ideals in evangelism

The remarkable proliferation of evangelism patterns is evidence of
the vitality and the flexibility, adaptability, and creativity of evangelical
Christianity. The impulse of evangelism in the last two decades is one
of the deepest renewals of the living church of Jesus Christ in this
century. It is a new pulsation of the Holy Spirit; it is the swelling of a
wave . which could crest in our generation. By the gracious operation
of the Holy Spirit it could bring spiritual renewal through the Gospel
of Jesus Christ to multitudes in our century. - :

No less significant is the new "age of anticipation™ which presents
to the church of Jesus Christ an unprecedented opportunity to pro-
claim the good news of God’s gift in Christ Jesus. Never before has the
world been more impatient with the status quo; never before has the
world demanded such drastic, almost revolutionary changes, never
before has the world been more open to “news” about a new hope, a
new way, a new life, a new future. This is a time of crusading for Christ.

In the midst of these opportunities and challenges in the world and
the renewal and proliferation of evangelism patterns, it behooves the
church of Jesus Christ and particularly the leadership of evangelism
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epdeavors and organizations to remain sober and vigilant. Two prin-
ciples must govern us. First, no one method or pattern is sufficient to
do thfz whole job. Second, enthusiasm and mighty pulsations are con-
stmﬁ?ve _oniljybilf they are goided by New Testament ideals. There are
gualities in biblical evangelismn which evangelical evangeli [
a m C ism must
fail to build into its efforts. ¢ ¢ et
it is t_herefore of utmost importance that evangelism continuously
evalugte itseli carefully apainst New Testament ideals and criteria.
HeFe' is our safe guide, our sure standard, and unfailing judge in all our
activities and endeavors. Evangelism is no exception. Evaluation of

evangelism, therefore must become an integral part of every evan-
gelism endeavor. :

Criteria in evaluating evangelism :

) This is not the place for a biblical discourse on the nature of evange-
[Ism._Here we are more interested in the effectiveness of evangelism. In
the I1gh} of the MNew Testament what can we expect of biblically ideal
evangelism? What are some of the New Testament ideals in evanpelism
that constitute our criteria? Every New Testament evangelism endeavor
ought to face at least four basic issues. :

a. The first issue is: Has the evangelism effort and endeavor brought
renewal, revitalization, « new pulsation of the Holy Spirit to the local
church communities? Has the effort reached into the lives of the people
pf God as well as reached out into the world? Has it kindled a new fire
in the hearts and lives of God’s people? Has the concern of the church
d(?epened, breadened and been intensified over the lostness of mankind
}Vlthout the Gospel and over the people held in bondage of sin which
s entrenched in the lives of the masses, in society, and institutions?

I am fully aware of the distinction that must be made between revivai
and evangelism, I can well see that the emphasis can be on the one or
on the other, but I cannot see that they can exclude each other. Wher-
ever a real revival takes place, evangelism will burst forth and where
there is real evangelism revival must accompany it. .

b. The second issue is: Has the evangelism effort added new converts

fo the lacal churckes? Has the Gospel message penetrated sufficiently
to actually convert and change the direction and relationships of the
individual? Or has the conversion (?) stopped short in a profession
or decision?
‘ There are thres elements closely related in the New Testament
in fact so closely that they often have been fused in theology into one’
theo?oglcal concept. They are the three concepts of profession of faith
baptism, and being added to the local church of believers. Accordingj
to the New Testament 2 true conversion holds these three concepts
togett}er in one “great New Testament experience” without sacramentai-
ly f}lsmg these into a unit (Acts 2:41), If 2 breskdown occurs in this
chain of events, serious consequences may follow. o

Therefore, has the evangelism effort resulted in adding new converts
to local congregations? :

¢. The third issue is: Has the evangelism effort eventuated in a
movement or has it remained one great event in the communitv? It is
not too difficult to bring a great and impressive event to pass. !C)'rganizatw
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tion, finances, and promotion enable us o accomplish this. Tt is however
a different matter to bring about an event that will continue to generate
sufficient dymamic to transmute the event into a movement that will
inicrease in strength and intensity, and enlarge in scope and dimension.
Such an event was Pentecost. It eventuated in a movement of ire-
mendous dynamic and proportions which progressively encompassed
all of Palestine. ' :

It was evangelism released and relayed. And so it was in Antioch, in
Syria, in Thessalonica, in Rome (Acts 13:1-4 { Thess. 1:8; Bom. 18,
15:18, 19). By the end of the Apostolic Age Christianity had become a
movement which was spreading throughout the entire Roman Empire.
Fvangelism had become contagious rather than programmed. It had
become the life-style of the Chyistian churches.

4. The fourth issue evangelisti must face s Has the evangelism
effort facilitated the continued ministry of the local churches in the com-
munity? It is possible for evangelism efforts of the right pattern to
unlock the community and environs for and to facilitate the continued
Gospel ministry of the local congregations, Such was the ministry of
the Apostles and the church at Jerusalem and lay people were able to
establish churches throughout Judea, Samaria, and Galilee. Such was
the ministry of Paul in the churches in and about Lystra and Iconiuwm
{Acts 16:5), in Ephesus {Acts 19:10, 26), and in Thessalonica (I Thess.
i:8), and throughout the Near Bast and Greece (Rom. 15:18, 19). Some-
how Paul’s practices and patterns of evangelism were of such a nature
that they unlocked total areas and communities for the Gospel ministry
into which others were able to enter and effectively evangelize: This
must be accepted as a biblical norm in evangelism strategy.

In summary then, 1 conchude that ideal New Testament evangelism
must build into its efforts dynamic factors that wili bring rencwal to
the churches, that will add new couveris to local congregations, that
will transmute the event into a movement, and that will facilitate the
continued Gospel ministry of the tocal congregations in the communnities.

This brings us to the heart of the discussion. How can the ideals of
the New Testament be achieved? Three basic statements wiil be made.
Realizing New Testament ideals in evangelism

Firsi, ideal New Testament evangelisim is achievable. Our best evi-
dence is the New Testament itself. The book of Acts demonstrates and
illustraies it. Here is our basic pattern. - Historical evidences can be
found in the churches of the second and third centuries and in present-
day Korea where the ground-swell of evangelism, while it has fluctuated
in intensity, has nevey subsided to the degree that it was endangered
to be lost comipletely. In a somewhat difterent manner it is evident in the
Bast Africa Revival. It has been progressing for some forty years, has pene-
trated some seventy different tribal areas, and left no church and com-
munity untouched in large sections of five or six countries and several de-
nominations. Evangelism can become the way of life for the churches.

Second, ideal New Tesiament evangelism while flexible and udaptable
is undergivded by a firm structure which rests upon definile principles.
These principles can be outlined in a simple way as:
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gtep one: mechanics .—: strategy; organization,
qtep two: dym{mzcs — mobilization, cooperation,
‘; :ep té’lree.: brzdges. — surveys, publicity, reiationships;
Step four: operation — presentation, penetration, permeation,  con-

frontation,
Step five: evaluation,

’(I‘JW; hfacts must be emphasized. :

i) The role of preparation. From the above outline it is ovid '
preparation takes a great deal of time and enérgy. I? ieléfzi‘lrli?;; -t}::;
fail. A German student of revivals. and eyangelism (Dr. W. Dﬂger) makes
the observation that from the historical perspectivé*eifery major religiou;
event and movement of significance has had at least thirty years of
preparation, This is. not too-difficult-to document, Therefore I conclude
that every great and effective. evangelism endeavor demands. much time
and energy to prepare. In fact, it can be and has been established that
t%le' retention power of the churches is practically proportionate to the
_nme;_and energy expended in preparation. :

' .-'(11.) -The significance of the chain of steps. Tt should be noted that
in buzld_mg an evangelism program which is to evaluate in a dynémic
evangelistic movement no “step” can be neglected. The effectiveness
of the program can be weakened considerably on any one of these

levels. No chain is stromn i i
- N $ ger than its weakest link, Careful mini
must go into each one of the steps. : ey

Building a Program in

w 4 E i
Evangelism that Succeeds oo ‘m
2.2z | By feams
DU 1By churches
By experts
Operation :

Presentation

Penetration

_ Permeation
Bridges Confrentation

Step
Four

1]
a o |Surveys
A |Publicity
Reldtionships
Dynamics
oo e
(%E Realignment
o Mobilization
-} Cooperation
Mechanics

Strategy
Organization

Step One
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Third, ideal New Testament evangelisin revolves arcund clusters:and
constellations of dynamic: factors which the: Holy Spirit uses too “energize
evangelism, There is no single factor and-no simple gxplanation of any
dynamic program of “dvangelism. It is a combination, : coordination,
and integration of series of factors. Such faciors must be discovered,
defined, released, channeled and directed towards: desirable goals
and purposes. They can be built into a program of evangelism. :

* All'iChristians would agree ‘that ‘uitimately -all -Christian -ministries
of thé Gospeliin their effectiveness are”dependent:upon-the Holy: Spirit.
He alone is the efficient; sufficient-and effective cause. Dynamic-meve-
‘mients and (programs ultimately are the result of the gracious and' sov-
ereign operations of the Holy Spirie, It is, however, a fact of revelation
‘and experience that the Holy Spirit: dogs not’ operate ini 2 vacuwum. He
involves imen and means. Therefors measurable and: definable factors
become discernable which the Holy Spirit utilizes to make his: power
operative.~ "~ T S L R =

Let me illustrate this from the book of Acts and from modern- field
research. A diagrammatical presentation of the book of Acts ‘would
“appear: somewhit ds portrayed on this page. = T

Dynamic Concepis
in Acts

Reality )
Experience

Evan‘ge_ :
lizing

Fellowship ™ “ Discipleship W

oLy fessenger

Messa:ge;' .
i - : SPIRIT

nique Culture »~ . ot
Uniqu Organization

" Lultural
Ny, Relevance

Over- | Church X\
coming and: N
“f,,, Barriers | Churches, >

Modern field research has substantiated all that the book of Acts
says and crystalized the dynamic factors in three categories.
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HOLY SPIRIT

PSYCHKO-SOCIO-CULTURAL FACTORS .

This three-dimensional diagram of spiritus ]
socio-cultural factors, may be figlled in as ?:fi;glﬁ’ personnel, and psycho-
Spiritual factors:

Victorious prayer

Triumphant faith

Dynainic fellowship

Reality experience

Fervor of evangelism

Relevant message

Attitude of expectation
- Membership involvement
Personnel factors:

Men-of God- (with all its biblical implications}

Men of the world L

Men of the people

- Men of the church

Men of evangelism passion
Psygho—sociwculturai factors: -

It is too-often forgotten that man is merciicssly molded b.y his

culture and that his perscnality make-up reflects his culture at least
in three ways: P o '

- In his mentality
In his society
In his structures : . :
A few comments on the above outline are apropos.
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Spiritual factors .
All spiritual factors are of extreme impottance. Spiritual congquests

can be accomplished only by spiritual forces. We need to read Paul’s
presentation of the Christian’s armor (Eph. 6:10-20) more frequently
in our days of technology and methodology. Spiritual exploits demared
spiritual equipment and dynamics. '

Somewhat hesitatingly. I single out one of these spiritual factors
for special emphasis. ii is the concept of ¢ relevani message. Both words
must be emphasized in ouf days. In 8 conversation with a prominent
churchman and missiclogist in Creal Britain, the gentleman remarked
that at a time when the world is more eager to hear the Gospel than
aver before, the church is debating what the nature of the Gospel may
be and what the message is that the world needs. This is tragedy beyond
measure. Peter did not experience that predicament o1 the day of
Pentecost nor in the years following. Meither was Paul ever at a loss
about his message whether he was in the synagogue with the Jews, in
the marketplace of a city or on Mars Hill with the philosophers of
Athens. The message was the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Chyist — his
incarnation, his sinless, perfect life, his gracious deeds of benevolence,
his death on the Cross for the sins of the world, his victorious resur:
rection over the bondage of death and Satan, his glorious enihronement
at the right hand of God as the Paraclete of his own. Thus the Savior-
hood of Christ in his substitutionary work for mankind and his present
Lordship in the universe were boldly and joyfully declared, The aposties
confronted men with a divine offer of forgiveness of sin and the gift of
eternal life and called upon men everywhere to repent and believe in
the Lord Jesus Christ for their salvation.

There is a theological framework without which proclamation
ceases to be evangelism and evangelical preaching. Evangelistic preach-
ing cannot be divorced from a specific content which constitutes the
aature of the Christian Gospel. o :

There is, however, a peculiar note of emphasis in the various
messages of the apostles in the book of Acts, an emphasis that relates
that message uniquely to that particular people and that situation.
It is a relevant message that did not miss the mark. 1t won a hearing. and
it hit the target because it met man in his struggle with sin, his thirst
for salvation, and brought asstrance for eternity.

There is an emphasis of the Gospel that is peculiarly relevant 10
the different generations, the different peoples, the different cultural
molds, the different situations. It is a fact that the effectiveness of evan-
getism depends to a great extend upon our ability to make the Gospel
message relevant to the religions needs and hapes, the aspirations and

anticipations, the yearnings and strivings, the fears and frustrations of

the people. Only so will we win a hearing. Here is cur initial and effective
point of contact and departure to the deeper and full needs of the
spiritual nature of man in his sin and guilt, bondage and lostness. Man

will hear when he can expect that a need will be met, a hope will be -
fulfilled, an anticipation will be realized. The Gospel must garn its -

own hearing and receiving.
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Personnel factor -

. God’s supreme method is man, man regenerated, sanctified, com-
Eltteg, mobilized, trained, and equipped. God's chief instrum’em is
h.e church, the c_:i}ur(:h as a body of dedicated people. Spiritual leadeé«
8 d:p and a mobilized, trained membership are God’s demand for the
?O iir;c;;ng}eﬁ;l; ;);a;u; fva.zse. Eva;ge!ism bM}iH be. perenninl and 'effeét‘z've

f ill succeed to mobiliz } ] }
{‘hs:’ toial ‘;;Jrief.fh?f)d " of God, the tm‘zé ié?d;t"agf aggniifn%ggszrgol:g
:ii;fhf)f the Seriptures that can be nﬁgie@.teé only at the peril of the
Psycho-socio-cultvral fuctors

While ‘all men think and have an equal capacity fo think, not ali
men think alike. There is a difference in the mentality of thé peo Ie;
of the. world. East and West, North and South are equal, but the gre
not alike. Tpcy are equally endowed by God but they ar!e not mgided
flhke b}r their cultures in their way of thinking. They are equally created
in the image pﬁ God, but they are not sculptured alike in the “image of
mentahty, .socx.ety and structure.” There are differences, Culture has
cast the n’ugd into a certain mold of thinking. Some cultl'lres are more
ratltclylna1~lqglcal, others meditative-intuitive, still- others ~imaginative-
my ‘oioglcal. Our generation is rapidly ‘becoming existential. And it
is this cultu.ra! _mold of mentality thot determines principles and praczfz'ce.§
of eommunication, Communication does not take:-place in the same wa
evegwhere. 1t differs considerably. It is a fact, however, th;zt‘ the e]{
fectiveness of evangelism depends upon our ability to con;municare the
Zigtegnts}{g :het Gospel in m:l intelligible, attractive, meaningful, persuasive

ent manner and- dé s v kability i

et s of 1 démonstrate ity value anaj’ workability in a

Again, culi;urc:c molds man socially. Socialization is a life-long process
and si'.lapes man in all his relationships and roles, values and priorities
beI’}avmr and vocation. Man lives in a social web of relationships frnmi
gﬁg;l;fie cai?not remc?\fffe himself without sericus harm to his petsonaﬁty

re, there are differ ' ity i i indivi ‘
ety community% :;tl types of socu;ty in this world — individuals,

It must be kept in mind that man's social mold and patiern determine
the methods of operations which are most effective in reaching him with
th'e Gospel of Jesus Christ. Thus in many areas of Indonesia people
will 'respond best in families and communities, in India by castes a%d
sections of villages, in other areas as tribes and in Mexico students are
most open to the Gospel in groups of five to eight. If the Muslim world
is ever. to t.ye reached with the Gospel we will need to devise meth d
of penetrating total communities. o

Thus methods of evangelism ought to vary as we enter and en-
counter the different societies. Therefore, one method which ma‘
work wcll( at one time and with one people may not be appio riatg
and effectwe at another time and with other people. Consequenﬁp the
effectiveness of evangelism depends upon our ability to design arza’yzz ]
meth'ods'qf evangelisin that will integrate and utilize the soclal wefpo);
relat:zqnsth_s aof people as natural “bridges to God” hetween individuals
families, tribes, and communities. Such relationships sevve most effecrivel}’;
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as channels for the flow of dynamics in evangelism and Gospal expansion,
Such evangelism may be less conspicuous but it will be more effective.
We need new patterns of houschold and community evangelism that
will garner in total areas in communities as well as individuals into the
kingdom of God.

Similarly we must think about structures. Though there is no totally
unstructured society, people differ greatly in their social and cultural
structuring. -An - effective evangelism- program and organization imust
take the structure of the people nto consideration.

It must be stated that American aggressive activism in organization
and promotion often overwhelms and frustrates the people of other
lands and cultures and paralyzes the flow of dynamics which -would
generate and flow freely if the organization and structure of the program
were to take the “local” structure and orgapization more into coil-
sideration. Latin American Pentecostalism, in Africa New Life for All
and “indigenous” evangelism movements in India are our best evidence
of the workability of “local” structuring of dynamic movements. The
Holy Spirit uses all kinds of structures. Therefore, the effectiveness. of
evangelism depends on the degree to which the Holy Spirit is permitied
to operate freely and unshackled by traditional or idealized structuralism
and allowed to develop a relevant, native and dynamic functionalism with
an appropriate but subordinate structure. : :

The psycho-socio-cultural factors call for much wisdom, grace,
humility, patience, -adaptability, flexibility, and creativity. It simply
is a fact of history that cultural accommodation or adaptability is a
tremendously dynamic factor in man’s way of life and ministry. The
dynamics of an evangelism program will depend fo a considerable degree
upon our ability to discover, harness, and utilize the psychological, social,
and cultural forees and patterns of the people and environment in the
communication and propagation of the Gospel and building up the saints
into an effective evangelizing congregation in their own commurnity.

Assessing the present-day evangelism scene

Permit me to assess the present-day evangelism scene very briefly.

We are living in a time of greatest resurgence in evangelism. There
is a marvelous renewal of evangelism on deep levels within certain
strata of the church of Jesus Christ: Great ovangelistic efforts are
being witnessed on various levels and in various patterns. Evangelism
is coming into its own. Evangelistic movements are seen around the
world, This is .a great day for those who have been praying for and
laboring in behalf of evangelism. We must not permit the present mood
and momentum to suffer for want of support and action. We humbly
attribute the renewal in evangelism to the gracious operation of the
Holy Spirit and are grateful for this experience. -

We are in the midst of unprecedented opportunities and challenges
in a world open to the “good news” and with overwhelming response
to the Gospel in many areas of the world, Indeed, the world seems more
eager to hear and to respond than the Christian church is prepared to
tell -and to accommodate. In many places churches are overcrowded
with new converts who need a spiritval home, spiritual nurture, and
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biblical.instruction. This is a.time of unparalleled harvest for the king-
d‘am of God. We may. well apply the angelic call to ourselves and our
time: “Thrust in thy sickle: and reap: for the time iz come for thee to
reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe” (Reyv, 14:16). The call for
reapers is more urgent today than ever before. More souls are being
born into the. kingdom of God than ever before and bewildered, de-
pressed, eager, and searching multitudes are pressing at the gates of
the church. This is the day of evangelism, : SR

We are experiencing a never-before-witnessed -proliferation. of
patterns of evangelism, Novel and original ways are being designed and
practiced which. for. the ‘moment attract and. appeal to varied people.
Some, no doubt, will spon. fall by the wayside and pew ones will take
their place. There is flexibility. and creativity evident at least. on &
superficial level, _ ' :

It must be confessed, however, that a great segment of the church
of Jesus Christ remains relatively neutral and some even critical towards
the great evangelism pulsation that is being experienced today and
which we beligve to have originated with the Holy Spirit. With others
evangelism in the biblical sense is not central. It is an almost unknown
factor to them. A renewal of greater dimensions is needed. . :

It must. also’ be admitted that much' of evangelism today seemingly
lacks the real dynamic of the Holy Spirit. because the dynamic spiritual
factors have not been built into the program and efforts. We are in a
great hfiste to get moving. As a result the ideals of New Testament
evangelism are only slightly in evidence in spite of tremendous efforts,
great organizations, and strong promotions, The churches are not truly
renewed, comparatively few members are added to local congregations
of ‘bellevers, relatively few dynamic movements of evangelism are in
evidence, and the local congregations are sagging in their relations to
the communities. They are not potent and transforming factors in life,
culture, and society.

It must also be conceded that evangelism as a way of life in the
churchqs has practically disappeared. To an overwhelming degree
evangelism has become the effort of “teams of specialists” and less the
initiative and activity of the churches and the membership. This has
n}ﬂde much of evangelism a grandstand experience with a few mighty
giants of God facing the world and Satan in the arena and the multi-
tude of Christians a8 the spectators in the comfortable and walled-off
grandstand. It remains a fact that the main resources in manpower for
evangelism have thus far not been tapped. The great assets of the church
are frozen in beautiful cathedrals and churches. Mobilization of all
Christians for evangelism is heard as an occasional slogan but is not
seen in general practice. The priesthood of all believers has remained
a dogma few take seriously, a church of “we the people” is little believed
fmd experienced. Evangelism as a greund-swell and “people movement”
is little known since the close of the third century.
ok must also be acknowledged that much of evangelism is relatively
ineffective because it has become westernized and stereotyped in pro-
gram, procedures, and methodology. It has remained unrelated in
communication to the psychology of the pzople to whom it was ad-
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dressed. Tt has often violated in its methodology the basic prgmnpleg
of indigenous sociology and ruthlessly cut across social ties and the we f
of relationships thus blocking the’ natural channels of the f_ree flow ©
dynamics. It has sef up structures that were strange E? the people and
“Dyavid was unable to go to war in the armor of Saul.,” T heret_’_qre evan-
gelism remained relatively impotent, often l?e_came g,ffenswe, ‘not
necessarily because of the “Cross” or the “_Crucxfled One” but bgciduse
of the impositions of strange elements upon th;; psthology, sociology.
as of the people. o -
and(s‘;;lcllc’i[gflfeo(}od -];f apil mankind. He wants all men to come to the
knowledge of his dear Son and our blessed Savior. Thgrefore evangelism
must always remain supremely a message am:] not & method. Methodolo—
gy and structure must always remain subordiriate and subservient. T_h_ey
must not be permitted.to become master. -
1 therefore conclude that:
Evangelism is a 1nr{1;355age:t , . . |
-Evangelism must be centra = .
gz‘:ngelism must be governed by New Testament ideals ..
- Evangelism can be dynamic . S |
i ecome- perennial - L :
: g:iﬁgiiiiﬁ g::;:: ll))ecome tI;le way of l'ife_ of the church. of Jesus Ch.r.nst.
World evangelism can become a reality in-our generation if. ..
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CONTEMPORARY PRACTICES

OF EVANGELISM
G. W. Peters :

Honored chairman, participants, observers and guests, 1 consider
it a privilege to have had the opportumnity to address you through my
paper on “Contemporary Practices of Evangelism.™ _

I realize that the paper is gquite incomplete and that is s¢ for 2 number
of reasons. ' T

First; because of the vast. amount of material that had to bé ¢rowded -

into a féw pages. The proliferation of patferns of evangelism in our’ .. = .

days demonstrates the vitality of evangelical Chiistianity . and the.in-"
carnation of the Gospel message in the’ “new man”. that is emerging -
in our age. It -ought to bring rejoicing into-out/hearts and. courage into -
our work. . . . UL R e

Second, the paper is. incomplete because it . limited .itself almost
exclusively in the selection of-material for the first part fo the North
American scene. This was done on purpose. There is no thought in me
to present North America as an example of inngvation. The idea was
more to present North America as a *“case study.” 1 am. quite well
acquainted with the evangelistic movements around the world, but it
is practically impossible to mention. all of thém,: New  patterns are
emerging almost daily somewhere in-the world. Why each one must
“brand” his by a unique name and. fofm .an organization’around it
remains a human riddle. .-~ - el

Third, the paper will seem very incompléte {6- soime-because in it
I have held to my understanding of the biblical meaning of the concept
of evangelism. : i G

I have deliberately and consciously held to a somewhat narrow
interpretation of evangelization. I have distinguished the concept from
conversion. | fully agree that all evangelism aims at conversion. We make
no secret of our deliberate intention of turning people to the living God
from their idols whether such idols are images, nationalism, secularism
or even “Kultur-Christentum” {culture-Christianity). We preach for a
verdict and confront people -everywhere with Jesus Christ — God
incarnated, crucified, risen, enthroned, and coming agait. We do not
believe that Jesus Christ may be a good substitute for other saviors or
an addition to them. We believe that he is the only Savior of the world
and that men everywhere must make a deliberate choice to accept
Christ, enter the Kingdom of God through the new birth and by divine
adoption become members of the household of God. Having received
such from God, man is to become a disciple of Christ and a servant
of mankind, : '

The above is the conscious purpose of evangelization. However,
evangelization may take place without such radical moral and spiritual
conversion. Man may refuse to repent of his sins and believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ, He thus remains under the wrath of God. Therefore
evangelization and conversion are not synonymous. The concepts must
not be fused or confused.






