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The Holy Spirit will turn your eyes to Jesus, whatever happens and then
we are ready, we are even willing, and we are able to suffer. Amy Car-
michael has written, “We have a_scarred capiain. Should not we have
scars? Under his mighty banners, we are going to the wars. Lest we forget,
Lord, when we meet, show us your hands and feet.” .

And may the love, meréy, and power of Jesus Christ be mu}tiplied to
you during this time of titanic spiritual warfare. The Lord wins and is
able ‘to hold us up ‘and cause us to triumph in all situations that we may
have to face. Hallelujah! o _

Jesus was victor, he is victor, and he will be victor. Aumen.
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Introduction :

What is our inspiring vision when we at this Congress again set
our minds~to evangelize the world in our generation? It is that this
troubled earth finally will see the Kingdom of God. I

But what exactly do we mean if we speak of the Kingdom of God as
the goal of evangelism? Do we think mainly of a spiritual event which
takes place hiddenly in the hearts of men, or do we refer to a new order
of the world? Would such a new world order become realized here and
now, or 'do we see it as a futuré event, which we only can hope for? In
which way can our evangelistic action contribute to the establishment
of God's Kingdom? '

The purpose of this paper is first, in a number of propositions, to
redefine on biblical grounds the nature of evangelism in relation to the
Kingdom of God: second, to clarify this biblical concept over against
its present-day distortions; and, third, to indicate the practical conse-
guences which foliow for our evangelistic actions in the present situation.

PART ONE: Evangelization: Tnviting into the kingdom of grace

1. The Gospel which Jesus preached to the Jews was the “glad tidings” to
them as it announced the fulfillment of Israel’s central hope, the final
establishment of God's messianic rule. .

The proclamation of the Kingdom of God (the Kingdom of Heaven)
forms the heart of the evangelistic ministry of Jesus (Matt. 4:17) and his
apostles. Jesus points to the Kingdom as the very reason for his coming;:
“1 must evangelize about the Kingdom of God in the other cities also;
for T was sent for this purpose” (Luke 4:43).

Why did Jesus choose this idea of God’s Kingdom as his favorite
theme? The German scholar Wilthelm Bousset has rightly stated, “The
sum total of everything which Israel expected of the future was the King-
dom of God.” Jesus, therefore, did not introduce a new idea when speak-
ing about the Kingdom. Rather he referred to the most important con-
cept of Israel’s belief and hope. The Old Testament had left the Jews
with- one basic problem: On the one hand Israel had always believed and
confessed that her God is already the sovereign ruler over his whole
creation. More especially he had chosen Israel to participate in- his
Lordship by becoming a kingdom of priests among all nations (Exod.
19:5-6). — On the other hand Israel also experienced that the nations
did not recognize God’s rule. At times God did not even seem to be
able to protect his own people from the attacks of its heathen enemies.
Was God a king without a kingdom?
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The answer which was given to Istael through the prophets was
this: it is on account of Israel's own disobedience against God’s holy
commandments that the special Covenant was broken. Therefore God
has delivered the lsraelites into the hands of the Gentile nations. But
God does not give up his intention to make the whole earth the place
of his glory and to use Israel to establish his rulership over all nations.
The day will come when God again will demonstrate his power and
manifest himself as the supreme king of the earth. He will inteifere in
the course of history and change the lot of his people. This will be on the
so-called Day of the Lord. The Day of the Lord stands for the great
series of eschatological events, whére God finaily will restore his people
Israe! both spiritually and physically. God will pour out his Spirie on
his people to bring about & spivitual regeneration (Ezk. 37:9-10; 39:29
Joel 2:28-29; Zech. 12:10), He will send the Messiah to be the agent of
salvation. Through him God will establish his reign of peace on Mount
7ion. This rule will extend to all nations on earth (Isa. Z:1-5; 9:1-7;
11:1-16). Voluntarily the kings will come to Jerusalem to worship the
God of Israel and to accept his laws. And thus they will live in peace,
justice and prosperity. This is what the words “Malkut Jaweh,” ie., the
Kingdom of the Lord, meant 10 the Israelites.

‘And now we make two important observations: :

The first observation is that it is exactly in connection with -the
prophetic announcement of the “Day of the Lord” where the concept of
evangelism is born already in Old Testament times, The word “evan:
gelize” is used for the first time in its typically biblical meaning in the
=9nd and the 61st chapters of Isaiah. The prophet receives a vision which
he is urged to proclaim to his people. He sees the Lord seturn to Zion
and take up his universal reign (Isa. 52:7-8). The office of the evangelist
himself assumes messianic character. He becomes spiritually identified
with the expected Messiah, whose ministry again is described as a pro-
phetic function. It isa marvelous message of eschatological salvation which
forms the content of this evangelism: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me to evangelize {i.e., to bring good tid-
ings to) the afflicted; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to

proclaim liberty to the captives . . . to proclaim the year of the Lord’s
* favor, the day of vengeance of our Lord; to comfort all who mourn”
(Isa. 61:1-2).

Our second observation is this: The same prophetic understanding
of evangelism as announcing the Kingdom of God breaking liberatingly
into history is taken up in the New Testament Gospels again, But there
are some decisive new elements in the New Testament understanding
of the kingdom. Jesus himself called the new clements the mysteries
(or secrets) of the kingdom (Matt. 13:11), which he unfolded in his

own teaching.

1. The Kingdom which is proclaimed in New Testament evangelism is

centered in Jesus Christ, ]

In the first sermon in the synagogue of Nazareth Jesus identi-
fies himself with the messianic prophet of Isaiah 61:1, “The Spirit of
the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord anointed me to evan-
gelize the afflicted.” His startling comment on this famous text is:
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“Today the scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing!”
~ This does not mean that the Kingdom as it was expected so anx-
iously by the Jews is already totally established by the work of Jesus
{realized eschaltology). There is not that drastic change in history and
nature yet which will mark the shalom, the peace, of the messianic
kmgdom..But his proclamation and his works demonstrate vital ele-
ments of it. They are not the kingdom in full, but they are signs which
point to Jesus himself as the bringer of this kingdom. In fact he is the
most important and central element of the kingdom.-All the gifts of the
messianic kingdom are contained in the person of Jesus Christ and
mediated through his messianic ministry, It is a minisiry rather different
from .thc spectacular ‘political expectations of the contemporary Jews
especially of the Pharisees and the Zealots for it culminates in the vicar:
ious deat‘h of the Messizh (Matt, 16:21-27). This appedrs scandalous
even to his own disciples, although it was already predicted in the Sefvant
S(;lqgs of Isa;ah {especially chapter 33). But this is the peculiar way in
gff gﬁ{;he Kingdom of God was to be ushered in according to the p_fan
Therefore all evangelism which is carried out by the apostles and

" the early church is Christ-centered: In fact, it has rightly been observed

that in the writings of Paul and Iohn the very place which Jesus in his
evangehs.m gave 10 the kingdon, is now filled by Jesus himsell (2 Cor.
1:20). 'It is Christ’s coming, his atoning death, his victorious resurrection
and hrs‘ glorious return which now form the main pillar of evangelistic
preachmg_ both to the Jews and Gentiles. “For Jews demand sig;s and
Greeks Iw1sdom, but we preach Christ crucified” (I Cor. 1:22). .

C'hrlst must, therefore, remain the center of owr evangelism as well
And it must be the-authentic Christ, as he is proclaimed and taught iri
the apostolic writings of the New Testament. - :

rf:he great danger in the churches’ mission today is that they reverse
Godg way from ‘the Old to the New Testament. The Old Testament
‘c‘iescupttons of the gifts of the kingdom, liberation, and ‘eschatological

shalolm are rediscovered. But often they are isolated from Christ as
the brmg_er and the Lord of the Kingdom and from the way in which he
accomplished the restoration of God’s rule over men. This is the nature
of a pos.t-Christian ideology. It is shocking to discover, how today some
theologians and church leaders even draw parallels between New Testa-
ment salvat19n and that salvation which is brought or promised by present-
day 1dc?olog1es and religions. Jesus, as far as he still is referred to by
them, is reducat-i to the type of liberator who from Cyrus to Mao Tse-
tung has many important parallels. This is a terrible distortion of the
hiblical Gospel of the kingdom. For even if the kingdom as promised
by the- prophets were already realized visibly, it would be of no avail
to us, 1f. Jesus were not to be found in it (Psa. 73:25). - - )
3. Christian evangelism preaches a kingdom -that is realized now by
spiritual regeneration.

Tl‘ge second distinct mark in the New Testament understanding of
the Kingdom is that its deepest nature is spirffual. This does not re-
nounce t‘he expectation that it one day also will come with visible
force, “with power and great glory” (Matt. 24:30), and that it will reshape
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the whole physical world as well. But its basic structure is not physical
(Rowm. 14:17). We may define the New Testament understanding. of the
kingdom as follows:

The kingdom of God is God’s redeeming Lordship successively win-
ning such liberating power over [he hearts of men, that their lives and
thereby finally the whole creation {Row. §:21) become transformed into
childlike harmony with his divine will

This is the reason why the kingdom of God could never be estab-
lished by political action. And since sinful man by nature is opposed to
the will of God, it can not even be brought about by moral education,
The acknowledgment of God’s rule presupposes a miraculous change
of heart which can be achieved only by an intervention of God himself.

At the Cross of Jesus Christ, God has made peace between the sin-
tul world and himsel. Through the gifts of the Holy Spirit poured oui on
the day of Pentecost and Henceforth bestowed on each repeniant be-
liever (Acts 2:38), God makes it possible for men to accept his offer
of reconciliation and to live a victorious new life in childlike com-
munion with God (Rom. 8:1-27),

The -invitation to receive this wonderful offer is the basic function of
Christian evangelism. The evangelist on the commission of Christ him-
self offers God's grace to a mankind whose essential misery is its righ-
teous condemnation by God (I Cor. 5:17-21). And those who aided by
the Holy Spirit accept the message of reconciliation are already . enter-
ing the kingdom of God (Matt. 10:15; 21:31). Having becone members
of the invisible kingdom of grace now, they will, if they endure, most
surely be partakers in the messianic rule when the kingdom comes in
power and glory, T L s

- This spiritual niture of the kingdom has always been stressed by
evafigelicals, even in view of the demands for its social realization. The
suffering under the injustice and oppression in the present state of world
affairs and the cry for liberation and peace are needs which burn in the
hearts of conscientious people at all times and in all-cultures. In response
to this, new religions and ideologies have emerged, and social and
political movements for drastic changes in society have been founded.
Today the quest for total renewal is resounding with even greater vigor
than before. Some churches are responding to it through so-called Church
Renewal movements. But the crucial question is: “Renewal which way?”
Is it through a return to the Word of God or through group dynamics
and ideclogical indoctrination? _ _

More and more influential Christians today are inchined to side with

the Marxists who believe that the reason for all oppression and violence
is to be found in the economic laws inherent in our present capitalistic
system and the wrong distribution of power in the established world
society, especially in Burope and North America. Revolutionary change
of ail social and political structures would then be the answer. In Bang-
kok 1973 even the churches were calied upon to become “renewed”
by ridding themselves of the “captivity of power in the North Atlantic
Community.”

Fvangelicals will agree that the concentration of executive powet -
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and finances can corrupt. Far oo often they have not been aware of the
social and political sidé of moral evil and its institutional perpetuation.
§3ut the basic fallacy of Marxism apd any other kind of humanistic
ideology of salvation is that it believes in the inherent gocdness of hu-
man nature. Therefore the results accomplished by such types of revolu-
tionary renewal are very often the appearance of the same seffish and
heartless oppression now slhiifted into the hands of the revolutionaries
of yesterday. R o ' '
' The “renewal” which God has to offer is a far more radical one. It
is the renewal of our mind by being regenerated and transformed to the
mind of Jesus Christ (Rom. 12:2). This offer by far exceeds all other
human solutions. This offer is made in evangelism. The total ministry
of Jesus consisted in teaching, evangelizing, and healing (Matt. 5:23,
9:35, 1_05’7—8). Bvangelism has one specific function in this total mission-
ary ministry: it is decisively to ignite the desire for new life in Christ.
But as soon as this life is born, it will express itself in the works of love
{Gal. 5:6). We should never allow ourseives to distrust the worth of
Gpd's offer through our evangelistic ministry, and secietly exchange our
birthright for an ideological pottage of lentils. _ :
Neit_her should it be argued that such spiritual renewal remmains
merely internal or individualistic. Perhaps sometimes evangelicals have
been tempted to reduce the gifts of renewal to this dimension. But-this
is a caricature of true evangelical understanding of ‘the gifts of the king-
dom. If a man is really renewed in Christ, this renewal will start internal-
ly in him. This is and remains true. ' '
. But if this new spiritual fife deveélops in a healthy way, it will make
itself felt in all spheres of a man’s life and social involvement. The inter
human relations of the Christians are.the links between personal regen-
eration and the transformation of society through the forces, of the King-

~dom_(Matt. 5:13-16). Truly regenerated Christians are better citizens,

For their ._C.hriStian fife also generates in them a new spontaneousness
and creativity in moral action, a new responsibility in public positions
entrusted to_them, and the desire to bring about reconciliation, solidarity,
and mutual participation. This has already been proved many times in
history. T am thinking of the evangelical contribution to the abolition
of slavery and the social reforms for the protection of widows’ and or-
phans, or the institution of the diaconate of chasity, .

What practical conclusions should we draw from this insight? There
are twor o - '

First, the offer of regenerating spiritual power is to be authenticated
by the messenger’s own spiritual life. The whole Christian community
needs a new awakening and strengthening of its life by the Holy Spirit.
Only then can we be joyful witnesses of the good news of salvation. The
Holy _Sp‘lrxt came into our hearts when we were born again; but offen we
block his working by disobeying God and by neglecting to foster our spiritual
hves.‘ Such an inner blockage is broken when the Word of God preached to
us drives us to repentance and uew dedication. Let us, therefore, conduct
missions to missions.” Small cells and regular gatherings like the Keswick
conferences should be encouraged which concentrate on the task of reviv-
ing the worker’s innter life by Bible messages, counseling, and prayer.
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" Second, eva.ngehcal missions ought to develop convmcmg models of
social and political mvolvemem which are’ ‘generated and directed by
Christ’s redeemmg love. The personal contact with the people with whom
we share the new life ‘will’ unveil both’ ‘their ‘spiritual ‘and their bodily
needs. If we apploach the latter ones, we should show that the physmal
social, economic, and political problems 106G, are rooted in fallen man’s
thirst for God as the fountain of life. O ‘the other hand true- evangehsm
will show that no single aspect of human life. and suifering lies outside
the concern Of Christ 4nd his church. Here the doctrine of the dlfferent
gifts and assignments of the. members' of Christ’s body should be’ devel-
oped practically. This ledds us to our next biblical pmpomnon &

A Evangelism leads mto rhe ‘ehurch ds the new messmmc communzty of
the Kingdom.

One of the mtncate questlons of New Testamem theology is thc re-
lation béiween the Kingdom of God and ‘the ‘church. There are 1Wwo ex-
tremes in answering this ‘question, The high-church ‘tradition on the oneé
sidé has tended to equate the Kingdom with the ‘chiirch: Everythmg a
mission does ‘should ‘contribite to” establishing and - ‘developing the
church. On the other side there are those liberal theolog:ans who. with
Lmsy inaiitain that Jesus was $0 obsessed by the belief in 'the imminent
coming of the ngdom that he never intended to establish & church.

The church is not identical with’ the Kingdom of God. ‘But she is
Kingdom of God is neither identical with the doctrme of the Church,
not does it exclude it. The truth i§ that the messianic Kingdom presip-
poses a messianic commumty It is the specific’ peopie of God, destined
to exercise the messiafic ministry to the test of the nations.

“The Church is not identical with the” ngdom of God. But she is
the transitory communal form of it in the present age. and through his
church ‘Christ exércises: a ‘oSt important “ministry towards the visible
coming of the ngdam She is the tiew Israel, the messidnic commumty
of the New Covenant:” “You are a chosen race, a royil priesthood, 4
holy nation, God's owi people that you may declare the wonderful
deeds of him who calIed you out of darkness into’ hlS marvelous hght”
(I Pet. 2: 9) '

“This is of tremendous 1mportance for our, undeistanding ‘of evan—
gélist. The goal of evangelism is not only to make’ individual believers.
The goal of evangelisin is to persuade these ‘believers to be mcorporated
ds Fesponsiblé miembers into the church as ‘God’s messignic community.
In the total task of mission the work of evangelism is continued by the
plantmg ‘of 'local_churches in edch nafioh; Even as a small minority
sdch a ‘church is t6 be regarded as the fitst fruit of Christ’s saving love
fot " the - wholé people afd shall; thereforc, be estabhshed on a self-
mulllplymg basis (Chur{.h Growth}. Co

~ This brmgs us ‘to the task of chureh educatzon The" task of rnission
is not. only to gather new converts into the churches, but to help these
churches to grow into ‘their full matunty This méans both to develop
the infernal life”of the church by deepening their ‘spititual knowledge
and fellowship, anid to relate the ¢hurch to the néeds’ of “the environ-
ment. Bible C]asses, Bible Schools, Chrlstlan Acadennes, and Leader-
ship “Training Centers will have to fulfill a decisive role in educating
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Christians to become responsible members of their churches rather than
sheep who siraply are attended to.

New insistence on the role of the priesthood of all believers must not
divert our concern for improving theological education for the ministry
of the younger churches. Within the next ten years the process of com-
plete nationalization of ‘the ordinary ministry of Third World churches
will have to be concluded. This means that they must have a fully in-
digenous leadership on all levels; shepherds and teachers, who are able
to uphold, defend and spread the Christian faith both in genuine conti-
nuity with the historic tradition and in relevani relation to the specific
environment of these churches. .

PART TWO: Evangelization preparing the kingdom of glory .

Genuine Christian faith in the Kingdom has always been marked by an
awareness which is joyful and painful at the same time. It is the joy
that -the Kingdom of grace has already come with the first arrival of
Christ. And it is the pain that Christ has not yet come again to establish
his kingdom in power and glory by demonstrating his victory before the
eyes of all mankind., There is still something which contradicts the
lordship of Jesus Christ:

1. The opposition between the nga’r)m of God and the kingdom of Satan
involves the evangelist in warfare,

When we see the role of evangelism within the framework of God's
coming Kingdom, we must still consider the existence of that opposing
metaphysical force which the Gospel of John calls the “prince of this
world” {John.12:31, 14:30, 16:11). The world which is to be won for the
Kingdom of Christ through evangelism is no neutral territory. It is in a
state of active rebellion. The idolatrous religions of men are ways in
which Satan seduces the heathen to worship him (I Cor. 10:20; 11 Cos,
6:16). Their personal, cultural, and social life is under demonic captivity,
where love of God and one’s neighbor is replaced by suspicion and
hostility (Rom. 1:24-30). This grim fact gives a dramatic notion to the
concepts both of the Kingdom of Christ and of evangelism. The ad-
vancement of the Kingdom of Christ takes place by a successive de-
thronement of Satan (Luke 10:17-19), The decisive victory has already
been won on the Cross, where Satan lost his legal rights over mankind
(Tohn 12:31). Evangelism, therefore, is accompanied by the fight with
satanic forces (Matt. 10:1,8}. It is to proclaim over them the victory of -
Christ and to command them to depart,

But according to the testimony of the Mew Testament the power of
Satan on earth has not been totally annihilated yet, nor will it be, before
the gloricus return of Christ; nor will the totality of mankind be won
over from Satan's dominion Lo the Kingdom of Christ. Evangelism calis
for a decision. The Holy Spirit gives us the freedom to say “yes,” but he
also leaves to us the liberty to say “no.” Therefore the final result of
evangelism is not the unification of mankind under the rule of Christ, but
on the contrary a growing polarization between the Kingdom of God and
the kingdom of Satan.i

One of the most fatal errors in mission work is the idea that it is our
task in this present age - before the visible reappearance of Christ
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to Christianize the world and thereby to establish the messiani¢ Kingdom
by our own power. Such mistaken Christians are directed by the utopian
vision of a unified mankind in which perfect peace and justice have be-
come a universal reality now. They are however, frustrated by the fact
that a great part of mankind simply refuses 1o accept the Gospel and to
five according to the new law of Christ’s Kingdom. Therefore they de-
spair of the efficiency of purely spiritual means, i.e., an gvangelistic
method which relies wholly on the challenging impression of the Word
of God on the human conscience. : :

Two dangerous’ alternatives are offered to- an eschatologically
oriented evangelism. The first one is the development of a misdirected
form of evangelism which in order to achieve striking visible results
resorts to psychological methods like mass hypnosis, group dynamic
experiments, personality cults or even the radiation of para-psycho-
logical forces disguised as the work of the Holy Spirit. Some people
try to attract their listeners by material benefits or by the promise of
spectacular healing or earthly prosperity which will follow their conver-
siorn. There is no real blessing in such work. It might even drive the
evangelist himseld into secret cynicism and loss of his faith.

The other equally mistaken alternative is offered by Christians who
replace the messianic Kingdom by a utopian vision to be realized by
political means. They repeat the error of the Zealots at the time of
Jesus, who wanted to force the Kingdom of God to come by ejecting
the Romans by the sword. The physical resources of the Christian
churches do not, of course, suffice to remove all forces of oppression,
Therefore some even advocate an ailiance with the liberation movements
within all non-Christian religions and ideologies. This. new concept of
“mission” is today’s greatest menace to the worldwide church; 1 would
call it the Mission af Barabbas. It has no promise of the Lord. Tt might,
however, reach at least a transitory success. But such a worldwide
kingdom which is achieved by the combined spirits, concepts, and
methods of the dynamic movements of this age would be a Kingdom
without Christ, It would be the anti-Chrisiian kingdom.

And this is what we, in fact, have to expect. The New Testament
clearly predicts that in spite of great victories of the Gospel amongst
all nations the resistance of Satan will continue. Towards the end it
will even increase so much that Satan, incarnated. in the human person
of Antichrist, will assume once ruore an almost total control over
disobedient mankind (Il Thess. 2:3.12; Rev. 13). It is important to notice
the religious appearance of the reign of Antichrist. He will gain his

strong hold over mankind not only by military or political force alone,
but also through the magic enchantments of his false prophet (Rev.
131119,

But God has given us a weapon with which to resist. It Is thie sword
of the Spirit (Eph. 6:17), the Word of God. It is the damaging testimony
of the martyrs that through Christ’s victory on the Cross Satan has lost
his dominton {Rev. 12:11-12). )

T am afraid that many evangelical Christians are neither prepared not
equipped yet to fight this battle. We peed new biblical clarity n order
to get reassured of our evangelistic motivation and to be able to discern
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the__sp_'irits. Today Satan attacks churches, missions, and individual
_Chnstla_ns all; over the world by heretical movements which threaten
them with spiritual confusion. The Declarations of Wheaton and Frank-
furt ‘have unde;taken_ to penetrate this smoke-screen . theologically.
The issues mentioned.-in these historic statements ought to be taken up
'on_allvlevel_s of the worldwide mission. They must be answered by way
;)f_ a{)f'xrg}atxon and refutation in clear-cut confessional statements which
e binding to cur evangelistic activities and identify us i ' '
our Christian supporters. - s ’ m-m.the eves of
2. Evangelism is inspived b Ki n i whis
e od by the vision of the Kingdom in glovy wh i
be.establishad through the return of Christ. # glony which wil
Evangelisie comes to men with a pr ' i
- ; present offer based upon Christ’s
victory on the Cx:oss, and with an eschatological promise based or his
final victory by his ’ret_u'rn._This diatectical tenston within the historical
movement of God's Kingdom is the driving dynamic of evangelism.
;t affersq God's grace in Christ and new life in the Holy Spirit now
‘t p;omlges total redemption of cur bodies and of the whole creatiori
in the .mgdsm of G}ory to come. Paul says- that the whole “creation
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the Son of God . . . be-
clfx;lse the creation itself will be set free from its bondage and obtain
t.f; glorious liberty of the children of God” (Rom. 819, 20). This will
Fate g}ace'at the return of Christ: He will transform his militant church
:ge(;si ;Is]kt:r}gzlnpgant c;mrch, which will reign together with him in his
ingdom of universal peace {(Matt, 19:28-29; : ;
oo s Rty P { 19:28:29; Luke 22:28-30:
This eschatological notion has alwa isti
s e _ vs been the distinct mark of
t1_'uly l:nbhcs.ﬁ understanding of evangelism. It has inspired many misrjf
sionaries vsnth a ‘holy. restlessness. But there is one question which: is
contrqver:nal even amongst evangelicals. What will be the exact nature of
the‘ K1_ngdom which Christ will establish by his return? Will it be the
Eiitally new heaven and the new earth which John describes in Revelation
qn(:l' 22 {Amillennialism)? Or will it be the Millennium which he
rrlr}l)lrzt%r_ggslzz tspcaks about in Revelation 20:1-6 (Premillennialism)?
iblical texts give us material su t o iffi ,
The biblical (¢ pport, but also difficulty for both
Amillenarians understand Rev. 20:1-6 not li
1der: . 20:1- t literally but symbolicall
They hoid that. we live in t}le Millennium now, or réythcr atythc end gf
I; Whep Sat.an is loosed again. The risen saints would be those who after
their victorious death are united with Christ now in heaven, although
thelf) bodies are not resurrected yet. , £
remiliennarians conceive the Kingdom in i i
. ; 4 ‘  power, which the returni
Clﬁpsl;]t w1i§ est?bhsh, as an anticipation of the final Kingdom in glo::yg
which wili only come when even death has been into
victory (I Cor. 15:24-26). * beett swallowed up into
Still another attemipt to solve the s i
. / apparent fension between i
.dxfferent.eschz‘atgiogical texts like Revelation 20:1-6 and 2 Pet:r 3:?8
is Poximzllenmalwr{t. Here the Millennium would be the last victorious
phase ?f church history before the return of Christ. It brings an almost
un:versa'i recognition of th.e Gospel amongst the nations through a new
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. But it is difficult to reconcile such a view
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with the clear biblical prediction of the numerical shrinkage and tribu-
lation of the church at the close of this age. Jesus himself prophesies
that the very survival of the elect will be threatened (Matt. 24:21-31),
The persecutor is Antichrist, whom “the Lord Jesus will slay with the
breath of his mouth and destroy by his appearing and his coming”
(Il Thess. 2:8). In fact, are not these apocalyptical features becoming
visible even before cur own eyes? Is not the shadow of Antichrist falling
on us already? Where do Postmillenarians place his appearance? If
they have no answer to this question, their view of the Millennium can
tiardly be called biblical. :

Personally 1 am inclined to agree with a modified premillenarian
view which meets the confessional criticism directed against Chiliasm
a materialistic form of the Millennium. The parousia, i.e., the appearance
of Christ, is not a plain melting of the invisible and the visible realms of
Christ's reign into a political theocracy where he and his sainis perma-
nently reside on our old earth again. Rather we should understand the
parousia as the climactic encounter of the yet invisible Lordship of
Christ with present world history. Thereby the dividing world between
here and beyond, between now and then will become transparent for a
definite period, until all cosmic power has been subdued to Christ
(I Cor. 15:25-26), and world history is swallowed up by new creation.

Only God's final fulfillment of the biblical prophecies will bring us
the solution to all exegetical problems. In any case the controversy
between Amillenarians and Premillenarians need not affect our under-
standing of evangelism as urgently oriented toward the appearance of
Christ's coming with his Kingdom in power and glory. Absolute agree-
ment is necessary only on two points: First, that Christ will. establish
this Kingdom only after we have carried out faithfully his commission
16 evangelize all nations (Matt, 24:14; Mark 13:10; Acts 1:6-8): second,
that churches and missions have to be watchful against the antichristian
temptation {Matt. 24:4, 11, 23-26).

3. The crowning link between the evangelization of the world and the
esiablishment of the messianic' Kingdom will be the restitution of Israel

Why do 1 believe that the Millennium is an intervening period be-
sween the veturn of Christ and the creation of a new heaven and a new
carth? It is because of the specific role which the Old Testament has
assigned to the people of Israel within the messianic Kingdom. These
prophecies have neither been fulfilled yet, nor have they been obliterated
by the creation of the church as the new spirituai Israel {Acts 1:6).
Paul, in Romans 11:29 very definitely states that the gifts and the call
of God to Israel are irrevocable. He clearly predicts the final conversion
of the historic israel. This reinclusion into the olive tree of the people of
God, will mean great riches for the Gentile nations (v. 12). .

Now there is an important threefold relationship between the
Church’s world-evangelism to the Geniile nations and the final ac-
ceptance of the people of Israel:

First, Paul states that one vital purpose in his ministry to the Gentiles
is to make his fellow Jews jealous of their salvation in Christ (Rom.
11:11-14). This means that our evangelistic work should always be done
with an eye cast desirously on the promised saivation of the Jews as well.
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‘Gentiles, . T ST IR SR

The second.connection is the mystery that the pfeseht::h‘ardening
of Israel will cease when’ the full number. of the Gentiles has come in
(v._:25.)._ This actually means that the time of WOrld~evange!tlsm is limited.
The times of grace for the Gentiles are-exactly the interval between the
h.ardenmg of Israel which followed their refection of their Messiah- and
.h‘IS _G‘osp_el, and their eschatological restitution,. which will, accorcffing o
Ezekiel 37:8-10, be first physical and thereafter spiritual, -

This Christian. witness to Jsrael must always accompany mission to the

The third connection between, the church’s mission to the Gentiles
and;t__he_ rq_stit_ution of Israel] is; of .vital importance to. our 'understan'ding
of the _lzm:tati()n of our, task-in world .evangelism.:-lsrael’s conversion will
p;ar_k__ the transformation. from. world-evangelization. to world-christian-
ization. The church’s assignment in the present dispensation. is not to
take.the world of nations politically under the law of Christ as expressed
in th'e Sermon.on the.Mount. Under the present conditions where Satan
still is.unbound this is simply not possible. But, in.the mes.éianic:.réign
Satan.will be bound and not be able to deceive the nations any ‘more
(Rev. 20:3). Therefore the rule: of peace exercised through the ministry
of Israel from Mount Zion will also establish a long-lasting: political
peace. -Meanwhile, ho_w_aver,-.wor_ld.-evangslism’-ihas -.only .ome - direct
purpose. It is to. call.and to gather the eschatological-cdmi’h{inity“ of the
slect out of all nations... .. _ E e o
- -That Israel forms the.decisive eschatological linkage between world-
.evangef'xsn};_and__the-‘e_stablish_mem -of the messianic _-Kingddm i a pfo.«
phetic _insight. especially exciting to our. present generation, Jesus has
said_to_the Jews: “Jerusalem will be.trodden. down by the Gentiles
until_ the. (appeinted) times . (of -grace-kairoi), of . the.. Gentiles . will be,:
fulfilled” (Luke 21:24). This is exciting. For in the year 1967 .our very
generation_became., witness to_how Jerusalem in. an amazing war was
recaptured by the Jews. For.the first time since its destruction in A.D, 70
the: capital of Israel is not.trodden down by: the Gentiles :any more. But
the Yom Kippur warin 1973 brought about-a.new turn. Because of the
oil boycott of the Arab. States nearly all peoples, of the earth are turning
against Israel, -as predicted: by the-Old. Testament -.propheté {Bzk. 38;
Zech.. 12:3)..Does this mean that the times of grace for the heathen,
i.e.,.the ‘appointed times for world-evangelization . are. drawing -to. their
end as well? I believe so. In fact we are observing.this alr.eady.i'ﬁ-"maily
parts of the world. Is there then no point any more. in coﬁveﬁing this
International Congress on World Evangelization?. On ihe:contrary! s
4. Re-enforced evangelism.is the erected sign-of victory in-the final batile
of the Kingdom.of Christ with the powers of,;Antfc?zré’st'.-,-, o

- In his apocalyptic sermon on the Mount of Olives about the fate of Jer-
usalem and the end of world history Jesus answess a question which is
equa_lly_burning-to. our generation (Matt. 24:3): “When will. this Be., and
what will be the-sign of your coming, and the close of the. age?” Jesus
mentions a number of striking signs..They appear in nature.and in world
history .as well as in. the; life of the Christian .c_li_li_rch: _wars, famines,
fzar‘thqu_akgs,l false prophets, They all signalize that the end _is'approaéhr
ing; but_they are not the end yet. Then Jesus. comes to the dramatic
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last phase; the great apostasy, where most mer’s love will grow cold,
(Matt, 24:10-12), precedes the great tribulation (vv. 21-22). The final
phase of church history will not be marked by great revival movements
or by the complete christianization of the nations. On the contrary:
only a minority of elect will endure and be saved (Matt. 24:22, 25},
yet one basic function of the church will go on even under these ¢ir-
cumstances. Nobody will stop it until it has reached its targét: “And
this Gospel of the Kingdom will be preached throughout the whole
earth, as-a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come” (Matt.
24:14). This prophecy puts Christ's commission to evargelize the world
into an apocalyptic context. Evangelism. is the chief contribution of the
church to hasten the visible establishment of Christ’s Kingdom on eartl.
Only when this work is complete, will Christ come to redeem the groan-
ing creation from its present bondage. : -

The purpose of such eschatological evangelism i not only to make
as many converls as possible. In that case statistics would decide the
meaning of world-evangélization. Our task. is not to boast in numerical
results (although we may tejoice at them!}, for the full number of those
who will ‘be saved is known to God alone {John 10:16; Rom. 11:25).
Tt must be assumed that the majority of the listeners will not receive
our offer of grace. Still Jesus insists that the Gospel of the Kingdom will
and must be preached throughout the world until the end. Why? Because
each nation on earth must have heard the testimiony of Chrisi as the
Lord and Redeemer of the world in ordér to recognize him when he
comes in glory (Matt. 24:30; Rev. 1:7). Then people will either be ac-
cepted or be judged according to their dbedience or disobedience to
the Word. But all knees in heaven and on earth and under the edrth
will bow, and every tongue will confess that Christ is the Lord, to the
glory of God (Phil. 2:10). ' R :

. What does this mean for our task here and now? Let me conclude
by putting a threefold challenge to this Congress: T

a. The still-open doors for the Gospel cail for an all-out-effort o
gvangelize all six continents, Churches- and" missions should make it
their target to reach every living person with the good news within the
next ten years. It is clear that we thereby should ‘make the best use of
all: modern means of communication and prepare excellent programs
for radio and TV. But wherever it is-legally possible, our evangelistic
cutreach should culminate in personal visitation and in a face-to-face
encounter. This means that the whole believerhood in 2 given locality
ought to be involved: evangelism in depth! o

b. All such efforts would benefit greatly if they could draw
from the experiences of fellow Christinns in other paris of the world,
and if they would be co-ordinated in a worldwide strategy. It should
include all churches, mission societies; Christian groups, and individ-
uals who sincerely believe that the proclamation of the undiluted Gospel
to the unreached two billion is our most important task in this decisive
hour of world history. I fully trust that this Lausanne Congress will
vesult in a new spiritual awareness of evangelical unity. But if we want
this to be more than a transitory emotional upheaval as experienced by

- péople in so many previous conferences, this feeling should become visible.
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What we are called to at this hour is to make a decisive step to form
a worl@mde association for the evangelization of the world in our
generation. : ' :

¢. We do not know, however, how much time we still have to pre-
pare s'uch bold plans for world evangelization. God’s mission can ex-
pj'ress-}tsglf‘in our plans, - but he is not bound by them. On the contrary
his mission can proceed even in a situation of persecution, where an),r
organized mission is no longer possible. There he uses. instead the con-
fessing testimony of individual Christians and small groups. This is
already the situation in most countries behind the iron curtain, Let us
support these our brethren and sisters by .our intércessions. And let us
prepare ourselves and our constituencies for such time as such martyr-
dom may be expected of us, too. o -

For it is “through many tribulations we must ent Ki
God" (et 14200 . u er the Kingdom of






