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THE SUICIDE OF MAN
Harold Lindsell ..

Dy, Lindsell, Washington, D.C., USA, is
Editor of Christianity Today. _

I will talk to you today about the death wish of mankind. To put it in
another way, I think the world is in the process of committing suicide. 1
realize there are some people who are totally optimistic and others who
are totally pessimiistic. I must say that if you look at the world from one
perspective you have reason to be optimistic. God is at work and great
things aré happening. Many people are being saved. But if you look at the
world from the other perspective, the perspective of the world itself, you
will quickly discover that the world is in the process of committing
suicide. ' ' : ' : :
You and I know that the world did commit suicide once before. It
happened in the days of Noah. God judged the civilization of that day
and all people on the earth died apart from eight souls who were rescued
in‘the Ark. Civilization came to an end: mankind committed suicide.

I'have here an excerpt from the Saturday Review of Literature, a well
known American magazine. The editor, Norman Cousins, wrote
about the Nigerian-Biafra war. He said: “No problem need any longer be
considered insoluble. No one is going to believe any longer that we can
sustain life on the moon but are unable to do it on earth.” Henry Pitney
Van Dusen, former president of Union Seminary in New York, a
theological liberal of the optimistic variety, wrote a letter to the editor in
response to Norman Cousins’ observations, He said: “1 know no one who
faces the facts and has taken accurate measure of the manifold symptoms
of profound, perhaps mortal, sickness in American society that still
clings to such illusions. Denial of or blindness to the harsh reality merely
aggravates the illness.” Here is’ a former optimistic liberal who has
become a pessimist. He no longer is optimistic. He no longer expects
Utopia. Rather, he asks: Do we not have a mortal illness that will bring
culture or civilization to an end? .

Bertrand Russell, the atheist, said in his book A4 Free Man’s Worship:
“All the labor of the ages,...all the noonday brightness of human genius

“are destined to extinction in the vast death of the solar system, and the
whole temple of man’s achievément must inevitably be buried beneath
the debris of a universe in ruins.”

Listen to Ruben Alves from Latin America. For two years he was an
associate professor at Union Seminary in New York, In the Spring 1974
Union Seminary Quarterly Review he wrote: “What Is given, in our histori-
cal situation, does not make room for any sort of optimism. But 1 know,
also, that ‘without hope, man cannot survive.,.So [ am stretched between
the anthropological need for hope and the historical impossibility of
hope...One thing I know for sure. In the business of living, one must not
live by certainties...” So speaks a man who once was a Fundamentalist:
who onee believed in absolutes and entertained hope; who still yearns for
love and justice but who says he does “not see grounds for justice and
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love to triumph in the world.” This is his thinly-veiled invitation to
iversal despair and racial suicide.
umvi rcmindpyou that man can commit suw;de in one of two Wfiys. an
way is to be in revolt against the creation litself. God the ICreaté)_r 1sm
moral being who has ordained that civilizations shaill mmire facco; m%an
inci ? i from natural revelation. You
e principles or laws which come to us ‘ ! i
g"acg: the 1?ise of empires through history whether it be that of Egy;itr;}é
Roma or some other nation, These cultures L';r ;:m.hmtlxo:}zn {(;?ng
; 0TS s obediently followed the revelatl
secause they more or less obediently ‘ atio
;?ven in iiﬁjﬁ.ure. But the time came when thc:sg cultures stubb_]omiy
revolted against the laws of God in natural revelation, and these cultures
isappeared, _ o S _ .
¢ rz['phelre is a second way man can commit suicide. He can cut .tnmseif
off not simply from God’s creation, but from God the C_reator.-l; is 121{) (r)e
pinion that the unregenerate people. of thel world who aig ar more
wumierous than the saints of God, and thelnatlons of the.wo; ¢ R areGOd’5
miiting suicide both ways. They are cut%{gg themselt\;f:sgotfhc ;osrgives 1
i it rek is N . They are cuttin
creation as-it relates 1o hls_ndtural‘law Lre Cl
from.God the Creator as revealed in Jesus Chr_lsilt his Son. ‘1_’011 {'n.:ay. c\iwe?l,l,
ask 'the question: “Why do you think the wmjld is committing suici he.f
Let me suggest some of the forms which this suicide or death wish o
civilization takes. S o oo .
" First, man is committing.ecolegical suicide. Every, great city gf tl}(e
world has had its atmosphere contaminatn?d‘ Tokyo, London, Nef}\l;v ork,
and Moscow do not have pure air for the_lr;people to breathe. 1 c': og_er-
populating of the planet by human beings will soon leave us with stanbmg
room only. The effects of radiation through atomic explosions have been

serious. The balance of nature has been destroyed, sometimes without in- §

tention, by the use of pesticides and other pel}utants. Sc_lenfssts;.hav;ugll:;
covered that the South Pole has been contam;nateq frcn{n gasu; }?eCaréon
in California and the use of DDT on American farms. Rac ]cfti prson
wrote a book called. The Silent.Spring_. In it she forfl;cast m‘any o ;eéi'n
fortunate cmisequences of Tc]:)logi;zgl 1~Tb§izg<&e tvifll;li?vngs.d;?ﬁ%\:fa eveﬁ
r own eves: The lakes of switze s I .
?;iogge(;?is of ali{he world, have b_epn raped and t?xp?m_tcd. Death 3;:{11
decimation have come to marine 1lt§:. Thq wk]_ale life in theﬂ t‘)cem;sd .
shortly become extinet. Bird _anc} amma! ‘hfe in many placa;;r@ N wé
globe faces devastation and eradlcauon: The air we brea;thf;, the Wx;_ e
drihk, the food we eat, ail.attest man's unceasing quest ot ecolog
Smmg\:‘:é are also committing scientific suicide. Tn the last thn;éy-nve
years we have more than doubled th‘e knowledg(? th:at th? t;qrth 1:;:;
sessed in all of the preceding generations of man’s history. Li dee i
we're 'going we will more than double or tr':ple‘ the kdnow :er%;em
mankind by the end of this century. Learning and zfva? o ne;
however, have not.brought peace and security but'perll an rf:_a.. et
effect of scientific advance has produced qverklll. The natmnst;ﬁf :
world have a potential destructive capacity in nuctear er_mrg;i ss?mm:rmy31
ing that if these weapons were Lo be dehv.ered by_ mlter.,o o bé
ballistic missiles or by air power, vxrtuali_y a.l}° fife on this planct wou abe
destroyed. Indeed, we have chemicals, liguid and gaseous, soms 80
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ious that a single drop on any part of 4 human body is fatal, Only a few
years agoin the western part of the United States hundreds of sheep died
accidentally when shifting winds spread gases that decimated all the
sheep of the area. Many nations have a vast array of chemical and
biological agents called germs. If the great powers ever decided to
release this kind of destrictive potential in warfare, the world as we
know it could indeed come to an end, We're also unraveling the genetic
code. Scientists tell us that the possibility exists for the creation, perhaps
through cloning, of the true superman, a scientific monster with great
brain power, with physical strength and powers, with great physical
beauty, but with the moral stature of an idiot.

In the field of medicine, what the physicians have done almost defies
description. Some of this knowledge has been very beneficial. We have
reached the place where we have pain pills, sleeping pills, birth control
pills, energy pills, pills to stunt growth, pills to produce growth, hor-
mones for sexual poténcy as well as pills to control conduct. Ours is g
world of pill therapy. We are in the age of curative medicine with heart
transplants, kidney transplants, and the use of artificial organs. We have
powerful drugs that knock out and cure pneumonia, stop syphilis, and get
rid of gonorrhea. We have hallucinogenic drugs that are supposed to give
meaning to life. We have pep pills and marijuana and acid so that we can
take trips into outer mental space. We've extended life in a medical sense
but we've offered nothing worth living for.

Sweden is regarded as the showcase for the welfare state, a paradise
in'which all men’s earthly needs are cared for and guaranteed by the
state. Instead of a paradise they have an alarming increase in Jjuvenile
crime, wide-spread alcoholism, increased drug addiction, a high suicide
rate, and sexual aberrations, all at a time when church attendance flags
and God has become less real. The welfare state neither there nor any-
where else has brought in the Kingdom.

See what science has done for war, Remember that the latest conflict
between Arabs and Israelis provided an opportunity for the great powers
of the world fo test the efficiency of their most modern military hard-
ware. The world is preparing, if you please, whether it knows it or not,
for Armageddon. In Vietnam there is & very temporary truce. They are
gathering their forces again to engage in another round of that conflict,

~ War between North and South Korea is likely to erupt in the not-

~ too-distant future. On the borders that separate China from the Soviet

Union great hosts of armed forces are balanced one against the other, In
Latin America dictatorship after dictatorship has arisen, whether it be in
Bolivia or in Chile, whether it be a dictatorship to the left or to the right.
In South Africa black and white are poised one against the other. In the
United Kingdom the Catholics and the Protestants in Ulster are at each
other’s throats.

Yes indeed, the nations are loading their guns, their knives are being
sharpened, the planes are gathering on the runways, the bombs are poised
waiting to be released, Make no mistake about it. All we need is one
match to start the conflagration, All we need is one mistake of human
judgment and a great military catastrophe will overtake the world,

Man is committing moral suicide. Within two-and-a-half blocks of
my office in Washington there are more pornographic outlets than you
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are likely to find in any other major city around the world. Yes indeed
we have pornography. We have sexual frecdom. We have fornication,
adultery, homosexuality, wife-swupping, rape, sodomy, incest, pander-
ing, prostitution, voyeurism. You name it, We've got it. The movies and
legitimate theater are sex-oriented. They concentrate on the atnormal
and the illegitimate under the puise of freedom of expression. A new
morality that is immorality undes an undefined and contentless concept
of love abounds around the world. Every man, every woman, is doing
what is right in his own eyes.

We are also committing sociclogical suicide. In the United States
one marriage in four will break up, or twenty-five percent of all mar-
riages end in divorce. 1t used to be that the Roman Catholic Church was
‘way behind the statistical averages because they have consistently taught
that there is no divorce for any reason including adultery. But the turn of
the tide, the trend of the times, is catching up with the Roman Catholic
Church and even among this part of our population they have almost
reached the national rate of one out of four divorces. In Italy divoree is
now possible. Yes indeed, there has been a breakdown of the home.
Young people no longer respect their parents. Our colleges and universi-
ties have been hotbeds of revolution. Whether it be Japan, Thailand,
Brazil, Germany, Ireland, or Portugatl, youth is on the march, flaunting
their disrespect, disobedient to parents, denying the values that have tra-
ditionally undergirded family, community, and national life. Respect for
faw and peace is being destroyed; morality has been abandoned; crime
has increased; drug addiction and alcoholism abound everywhere; the
major cities around the world are in a state of decay; the rich nations are
getting richer and the poor nations poorer. Society is becoming unglued.

The world is committing intellectual suicide. In our day the dialec-
tic has overtaken Aristotelian logic. Aristotelian logic is based upon the
law of antithesis. Francis Schaeffer has done a good piece of work at this
point. He tetls us that if A and B are opposites they are irreconcilable;
they cannot be brought together. But the dialectic, as put forth by Hegel,
picked up by Marx, and used in current society, argues that you can have
a thesis and then you have an antithesis or the opposite of it. When the
two opposites come together. a ‘new synthesis emerges. And this is

logically irrational. It is biblically untrue.
_ We are committing intellectual suicide by creating nonpropositional
versions of truth. At a time when science has stressed reasos, religion and
philosophy have abandoned it All over the world men are saying that
life itself is really meaningless. It is irrational. 1t doesn’t make sense.
Read the writings of Jean-Pau} Sartre or Camus, Hear them say over and
over and over again that there js no God and reason is folly, Thus
atheistic existentialism does whatever it pleases because it doesn’t make
any difference. For them life is meaningless. One young college student
speaking to this issue said: “When you are on the Titanic you might just
as well go first class. The ship's going to sink anyway.”
. Men everywhere are commitiing theistic suicide too. Not many years
ago the death of God theology swept through American universities and
theological seminaries. For many, God is dead or irrelevant. God is
denigrated by a homocentrism which places man at the center of life, Life
for so many has become humanistic, and religion including Christianity
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has been re}ativized_. Some say all men are religious by nature and all we
need to do.is synthesize the good eleménts in each religion to form a new
a.nd };nlversal fal-th;._This view undercuts the 'n'otion, traditional in Chris
tianity, of special revelation.-Many people have not acce treditité
Cal_v;mstu; doctrine of predestination, which -téachés that E}odmhas
sovereignly sa‘ved some people and passed by others.-But toda .th'ére are
those who believe that all:men will be saved and thus they emgréi:f; a fi
more rigid dogma of predestination since even those who don't want ?(E
b.e sa’vgd will be sav{ed.-l"l"_lyus a noted theologian and philosopher in. the
liberal tradition, Paul Tillich, could make this statement. He said: “Even
those who deny. God are by that fact affirming God and are-just}fied ”
. At th.e- heart_ of theistic suicide lies the.autonomy of man, man Wil‘
L};l:]oklsl ihe ~1si::‘ub_}ect to no power outside‘o,f-'hi'mself; who thinks he isa laig
e o ;n;f hisnz;tv:r.]“;?t% -1.5 the creator of .b‘_;‘s own absolutes, the judge and
_haVé{\gZ?ngé{ na.uons are cmznm.lttmg_smmde. This is a dark picture that I
~ Inthe midst of man’s race with death, the tool he s .
tion. In one,p_la{:e‘it may be economic revolution: inﬂaor:gtlfiscfrs :ts 1;;;01&;
s_o_cml]) revolution; in another it.may be political revolﬁtion; in anofhir it
?ﬁzyb [ (;‘elll%mu_s; revolution. Men by revolution think they will shatter
@ onds t ldt,bmd- them. They.-hope for.a better life with freedom and
lignity. But t'hey miss the true message that is to be found in revolution
The struggle is a0t a struggle between man and man or natjon and nation.
_T}__l_e real rcvoiu@mn isthe warfare between God and Satan. It 1s the revolé
?f darkness against light: It is a warfare that is being fought in the whole
cosmos, even in the unseen world far out beyond the sight of men or :.he
hearing. of tl'_le[r,_e-,ar_s.__ The fallen angels of Satan are engaged in a2 titanic
struggle against God and his holy angels.: .. e
A The Word of God assures us of the doom of this-present world and
of sin aﬂnd Satan.In.II Peter, chapter 3, it says: “The heavens shall pass
a:;vay. T he elements shall melt with fervent heat. The earth shall bé bgrn-
':m;ltpd' Ygs; the Feal of}ieath :s upon this earth, Noth'ing can save it. It
nquncelc;:. e ore.lt.can...lw__e again. The Jgdgment has already been pro-
-+ Thank God that the new is even to be found withir Sod’
Kingdom is emerging in the midst of man’s quest towa;}élgutiléviedgl%cfc}lohda:
a people, and he is calling out this people for his name from a{mong'é}l
;he nat__lonsi o;ﬂ.thf: earth. His body the Church is being completed. The
final holocaust is delayed until. his purpose - is fulfilled,. his G 1
prea%l‘;]edé and all nations reached with the Good News.. ' .osp,e
I'he door of the Ark still remains open. The hour is- it
toc late. The restraining power of the Hgly Spirit is bei-né??gsgillntdliﬁgg
when left _to_them_selves become what men when left to themselves alwa §
become. It is only the Holy Spirit in common grace who holds thinys
toget_he_r-. When his restraining power is lifted then all things will th%l
apart. .In__.the Book of .-Hebr__ews, chapter. 12, the Sci‘ipture says: “Indeed
EO terrifving was the mght tha_t Moses said,. ‘T tremble with fear.” But yot;
ave come to Mount Zion and to.the city.of the living God...See that-you

do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they

refused hitn who warned them on earth, much less shall:we escape if we
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reject him who warns us from heaven. His voice then shook the earth, but
pow he has promised, YYet onge more 1 -will'shake not onlythe earth but
also the heaven.” This phrase, “Yet once more, indicates the removal of
what is shaken, as what hds been made in order that what cannot be
shaken may remain. Therefore let us be thankful for receiving a kingdom
that cannot be shaken.™ : C : :

In the midst of a world that is committing suicide and of God’s
Kingdom that cannot be: shaken, the Apostle Paul describes the charac-
teristics of unregenerate men who move irresistibly toward suicide. He
says that “in the last days there shall come times of stress, for men will be
lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to
their parents, ungrateful, unhely, inhuman, implacable, slanderers,
profligates, flerce, haters of good; treacherous, reckless, swollen with
conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than the love of God, holding the form
of religion but denying the power of it, They will listen to anybody and
can never arrive at the knowledge of the ‘truth. These men oppose the
truth, men of corrapt minds and counterfeit faith” (from 1T Timothy,
chapter 3). o

In the boolk of the Revelation there is the description of the Laodi-
cedn church which is an apostate church, As John writes of it he says,
“For you say, 1 am rich, 1 have prospered, [ need nothing.” But the trage-
dy of this church was that it thought it was what it was not, and it is what
it doesn't think it is. John concludes by saying: “You do not know that
you are wretched and pitiable and poor and blind and naked.”

In the Gospel according to Matthew, Jesus tells us that when
unregenerate men come toward the end of their great: desire to comumit
suicide, in that hour when multiplied wickedness has overtaken the
earth, then the love of many believers shall wax cold. You cannot
become cold unless first you have been hot. Vou cannot lose a love that
you niver had. Here then is the deseription of people who had love and
heat; yet Jesus says that because wickedness is multiplied, most men's
love will grow cold. _

God still has a message for his people in the midst of this world that
is proceeding apace toward suicide. You and I who love him are to occu-
py till he comes. We are his army and his disciples. We are expendable,
for the world is on fire and we ourselves may be conswined in the burn-
ing. The night is coming when all of us who know Christ can work no
more. ' C
There is the sound of music in the air and two bands are- playing,
One is the music of death unto death and the other the music of life unto
life. And the great cosmic guestion is, “To which music do you march?
Which piper do you follow?” You know, I can hear the sound of music. I
hear the marching feet. 1 see the glory light, I see a Cross on which is
lifted up the Son of man, I hear 2 multitude singing from-every tribe and
aation and kindred and people and tongue, And they sing, oh how they
sing; and this is the song that they sing: *Unto him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his own blood and hath made us kings and
priests unto God and his Father; to him be-glory and dominion for ever
and ever, Behold, he cometh with clouds, and ‘every eye shall see him,
and they also who pierced him, and all the kindreds of the earth shall
wail because of him, Even so Amen.”” They sing, yea, they sing. How
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great is the music of their song as they si ) i
. _ . y sing. They say, “Mine eyes ha
ff}?;;h; glg:gpgt; g}e cor:}]mg of the CI{orcE. He is trampling out thg vintagz
; wrath are stored. He hath loosed the {3 i i
of his terrible swift sword. His i i Ho ot et
8 . truth is marchin H
forth the trumpet that shall ne e i sifts ot e
ver sound retreat. He is sifti
hearts of men before his j it Lt e Hi
wrts. : his judgment seat, O, be swift 3 i
be jubilant my feet. Our God is ing o e mareh ok D i e
an . is marching on.” We march with him i
hc_mglegqf victory, We march with him for the salvation of men] V\iglnl'gfzg
with him because he calls to service. We march with him so iong as one

man 51.111 need& to heﬂr the GU‘)E!@ e marc. ecause me 13
Q > i. \',\,i - b P )
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