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ALAYMAN LOOKS AT WORLD
EVANGELIZATION

Ford Madison

Let me ask you, who are Christian leaders, what do you want from us?

What do you want from common, ordinary believers?

Does the non-professional layman fit anywhere into your plamning
for world evangelism? Much of what I've heard here has emphasized
systems and methods and materials and the sending of thousands of pro-
fessional missionaries, but what about the millions of ordinary Chris-
tians? God’s Word says in I Cor. 5:17, “Therefore if any man be in
Christ he is a new creature; old things are passed away; behold, all things
are become new.” Vs. 18, “And hath given to s the ministry of recon-
ciliation.” Vs, 19, “Hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation,”
Vs, 20, “Mow then we are ambassadors for Christ,”

What do you want from us? In the last five months I asked many,
many laymen -~ and several pastors - What is a good |ayman? What do
you think most pastors want? The consensus is:

I. our attendance at all meetings

Z. our money

3. our support of “their” programs

4. “Do not try to change anything.”

Is that all you really want? My attendance and my money?

i.aymen want to be involved in what counts. I belicve the churgh's
real program of evangelism should start when the buildiag is closed and
empty, Jesus said, “I don’t pray that the Father take you out of the world
but that he be with you in the world.” The world is between Sundays.
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. That’s

where the people are ... that God so loves,

. The most exciting, greatest enterprise I have found is to be involved
with God in the life-changing business. He is calling out a people and
then building them up together. £.M. Bounds has written, “We are con-
stantly iooking for better methods but God is looking for better men.
Men are God’s methods,” The Gospel is changeless, and I believe God’s
basic method of communication is changeless. God — the Holy Spirit —
in people, The Word made flesh.

Why say, “Go here or go there,” when, beholtd, the power to
evangelize is within us?

Waldron Scott, who prepared an andio/visual presentation “The
Task Before Us,” helped me with some nambers: 1f each nominal Chris-
tian in the world (and there are about one billion) were motivated and
trained to win only one person to Christ in a year and wonld train that
person to sepeat the process, the world could be reached in less time than
it took to prepare for this Congress. Less than two years. If only 10% of
these professing Christians would be faithfully winning and training it
would take 5 1/2 years,

Of course, everyone won't win someone. But let’s not close our
minds and hearts to the tremendous potential of winaing and training. As
Paul wrote in If Tim. 2:2, “The things thou hast heard of me among many
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be personally involved in worid evangelization.
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Jdan Nickolags Huwae

The 20th century is the layman century. Church leaders and ministors
arcund the world are in agresment that the mission of the church is to
evangelize and propagate the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,

~ To insare that the church will noi dis bui flourish, evangelism done
by laymen is fast becoming a part of the regular church program. To car-
Ty on an active, effective program of evangelism, the church must have
the full support of its laity. Every believer can and should be a witness, In
effect, they are either good or bad, for the Scripture points out very
clearly that we are “episties of Christ”. known and read of all men (I
Cor. 3:2,3). More than that, we are in.the world the holy priests and am-
bassadors of our heavenly Father to witriess and to- glorify Him ({1 Cor,
5:20; I Peter 2:5).. . . - :

The layman in this twentieth century is a potential witness. He need
not be a super-salesman nor a super-human being to be used of God. In
fact, God has called the foolish things of the world to confound the wise,
and the weak things to confound the mighty (I Cor. 1:27). We need but to
turn our life and our personality over to God and we can say like Payl, “1
can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” There is no ex-
cuse for not serving God daily as a witness. Not that we should feave our
business to serve Christ, but make it our business to serve Christ in and
through our business. o : :

In order to do that, first of all we must have: :

i, Personal assurance of sins forgiven; of life eternal, of positive reia-
tionship and of positive present possession, S

2: Awareness of responsibility to glorify- God, to bear witness and’
have fellowship one with another, to read and obey God's Word, to
spend time in prayer, to obey God’s will and the Holy Spirit.

3. The disicipline of devotions — through daily devotions we get a
knowledge of the Bible and keep close to the Lord to maintain a vie-
torious, spirit-filled, dynamic Christian life, With Christ in control life is
balanced and effective,

We have already pointed out that the mission of the church is to
evangelize and propagate the faith, Every believer then as a member of
the body of Christ hecomes responsible to bear witness,

Witness means: To give facts or evidence, to testify to one with 4 per-
sonal knowledge of anything.

Let us briefly find out and answer the foliowing questions.

1. Who should witness? To consider reverends, pastors, and bishops,
as the only group specially called to serve the Lord is irreievant to God’s
standpoiat. “Ye shail be my witness or ambassador " (Acts 1.8; IT Cor.
5:18-20) means everyone — every believer, every born-again person, It
can be a doctor, a lawyer, a teacher, a clerk, or a policeman like me. We
have only to obey the Great Commission as a good Christian soldier,

We thank God that since the beginning of the twentieth century
there are many spiritual fighters without using any church title who wit-




