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EVANGELISM IN THE HARD PLACES OF
THE WORLD : : _ :

Dr. Chua Wee Hian :

Dr. Frank Saphir Khair-Ullah

Dr. Subodh Sahu

< Hian: ) . S . .
ii E:ie_seczn'gi’ess, we fave heard éxciting reports of God at wohij M;:;El(i
the world. In many countries of Africa apd Asia, we have seen thoul‘vin‘
and thousands of men and women turmng from idols to _sg_r;e Che'éltian%
God. Churches are growing; congregations have.mult_l?l}e . "r!kncie\s
in the Third World have banded mget}ner 1o establish m1ssmmi._ry ag%Oda
and fellowships and are now engaged in cross-cultural evange 1lsm. adiny
we realize is a day of opportunity and we have seen the Gﬁspe, dspre ect-;g:
and making tremendous advances. This note of triumph and exp nsé?
tion has been struck repeatedly at L‘(‘;ns Congreiie\?\{zarlé is Qur response:
> q sponse. is to rejoice and to praisé . L
Sure’ﬁag u&ggzglgr_li’éul bidsJ us to rejoice with those v;rlho I.‘ejﬁl_Ce, Btéut
he doesm’t stop there. He also bids us to weep ‘f‘“th t oserw 1o '\:cie};,‘
Too often in our Christian circles, pa_rtmul.arly in evangelica :1_uail,
we tend to glamorize the spectacular. We .lwe, as it were,fc;n‘; ;2 imz
in Palm Sunday when we think 0; thet u‘;ii:?ptllljilr eerii OG etg;;.m o
m. In our ministries, we forget that 1 cht 4

:ﬁgza}:as Golgotha. Sometimes we forget that Jesus was zflso ‘lh? Csluf:ciztrh
ing Messigh: he was also known as a man of -sorrow, -acquatnied 1
gr_lel;et me give you a persoﬁal testimqny._Wheq 1 was_as_lfechtp prgi;crl]e
at this gathering, I turned down the invitation twice. Th1s,‘1s ah in lxzrrl:n ing
so it is in the Congress records. Later on 1 discovered thdt:l; e”pf " 'ai
committee, the program comimittee, Fefuse_d to accept Gn(()i gukad
answer. When 1 was wrestling with this whole pl_'o__blcm, God re uked
me. T said to him, “Lord, I'm involved in areas'wl‘lere there s trefmtm} ouS
response. Thousands of students have been dlsglpled and w?n or F?; k
and are having a tremendous ministry i their churchei. can sp
of God at work in a mighty way, but not the hard. places. arl

As I read my Bible, I began to see God speaklpg tq me very ¢ ef h);,
Paul, in Phil. 3:10 prayed, “That 1 may know h}m the powici(r) g a;
resurrection and the fellowship of his suffering. A.md the ~rff vfrn
saying to me, “You don’t know me in the feliowship of mydsuf irin g
because you don't care enough for people who are persecute ’d {io bz
people who work in hard places.” And then again, ;116 selzlemeh Lo be
saying to me, “Wee Hian, you have no concept of the ¢ Lgc :ne
Body of Christ,” The Word of God tells us that if one mem m; su ther’
all suffer together. When one member is honored, all rejoice ofge thé
All of us must identify ourselves with those who are 31‘1ffermg cfvr e
sake of the Gospel. We must also come together as a solid fr(,mtd o ‘Ters
and women who are willing tol stand behind our brothers and siste

ing in resistant cultures. .

Who”fagﬁi;:;’r: ;?.Eeting is a eall to prayer. It's not a meeting for publicity.
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I must warn you — we. are going to show you different data. These
might be very dramatic but I want us to take these things in the right
context. If’s a call to prayer and not to publicity. At the end of our meet-
ing together we shall break up into small groups to pray for the things
that we have seen with our eyes and heard with our ears. ) .

The hard places of the world, What are these areas? These are areas
where the Gospel has not taken root; these are areas where messengers
of the Gospel are continually buffeted; these are cultures that resist
the unigue claims of Jesus Christ and its adherents are members of differ-
ent religions and are unwilling to turn to him, to believe in him. We
think of the world, of over 600 million Muslims, of nearly 500 million
Hindus, of over 600 million Buddhists and Confucianists. These appear
to be impregnable strongholds. '

Let me cite you some exampies. A few months ago a missionary in
a.Muslim country heard a knock at his door. The police went in; they
served a sumumons on him, “You are to leave this country within
twenty-four hours.” There was no appeal; there was no argument.
Again, T know a Muslim student who was converted some vears ago.
He went back to his family and tried to tell them that he had become
a follower of the Lord Yesus Christ. A few days later, the local Chris-
tians found him, dead. He was poisoned. I can tell you too of many
cases of Hindu students and of other Muslim students who have been
thrown out of their homes, of their communities, and they have be-
come outcasts. These are herd places. : '

Hard areas also refer to countries where the political regimes are

hostile to biblical Christianity. Immediately, our mind turns to China,
the world’s largest nation with over 800 million people where today
there is very little freedom of religion. Some years ago, the Red Flag,
which is the theoretical journal of the Chinese Communist party; said,
“Christianity and Communism are like oil and water. They do not
mix and we want to get rid of Christianity.” ' '
. But tonight let’s begin by turning our thoughts to cultures which
are resistant to the Gospel. Let's begin first of all with the world of
Islam. It’s my pleasure to ask Dr. Frank Saphir Khair-Ullah of Pakistan
to report on the world of Islam to all of us. He is an Islamic scholar;
he has written and presented a paper here at this Congress entitled
“Bvangelism Among Muslims.” He is also the director of the creative
writing school in Lahore, Pakistan. Dr. Khair-Ullab comes from the
background of a former Muslim family and his heart beats with those
who are concerned to bring the Gospel to Muslim communities,

Dr. Khair-Ullah;

1 think if I succeed-in giving you an impression, a human impression
of the difficulty that one faces in the world of Islam, 1 would feel quite
satisfied. 1t is mot only the minister who brings the Gospel to the
Muslims who finds it difficult in the area in which he is working,
but we have to lock sympathetically in a human way at the world
of Islam, at the individuals that Islam constitutes, in order to realize
and feel something of their difficulty. '

A Muslim, before he can come to our Lord Jesus Christ, has to
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cross many barriers, In a Muslim country, it is s0 difficult to detach
oneself from the nationality and culture. People who become Chris-
tians are soimetimes accused of losing their nationality or being de-
cultured. The important thing is {hat we should pray that those people
who come to the Lord Jesus Christ in the world of Islam may retain
their place in society and in the family. The Muslim society is a very
close-knit society, Everything that a member of the society does is
kpown fo the other person and in that society you have & close-knit
farnily. The Tamily is not like the Western family where each-individual
is free to go his own way. Every action of the person i noted and we
find that if you make a decision for Jesus Christ; you have to leave
(hat family and you have to give up 30 wuch. That cannot be done
without certain difficulties. S _

Then, you have the difficulty of the barrier of will. A Muslir is
brought up in a religious way in which he leads a very good devational
life. We should not condemn all Muslims as people who have no deep
feeling of religion. A true Muslim, a serious Muslim, says his prayers
regularly five times a day. He believes in his five pillars of the religion;
he believes in keeping fast in the month of Ramadan; he desires that
he will visit and pay homage to Mecca once in life or more, if possible;
he believes in giving tithes. In these ways he leads 2 very religiou$
life. His mind is 50 conditionsd that he believes, like us evangeli-
cals, that his holy book is truth and comes from God. To break
away from thers and to be liberated and to be able to hear what
God is speaking to him through his book “and through the Bible is
not an easy matter. And we find that the Christians who approach .
Muslims ‘must approach them in a sympathetic, human way, irying
to understand their problems. There,were in the past ‘other methdds —
preaching in public, in.the streets — but we have found now that ‘the
only methods left to us are personal evangelism and, what we have
recently discovered as a most suceessful method, Bible cotrespondence
schools. - 1 noticed that in Africa, Asia and Pakistan the Bible corre-
spondence schools have a very good response. It may country the response
was so good that the people took-notice of it and on the 23rd of Decem-
ber, 1973, one of our leading papaEs had a front-page article entitied,
“Beware of the Poison in Closed Envelopes.” He wrote a whole article
on Bible correspondence schools, gave some of the lessons, and even
reproduced the application form and warned people that the Chris-
tians are trying to poison the youth of the country by giving these
free courses. And.we can praise God., Seventeen of the people took

that form that was shown as & sample, filled it in and sent ‘it to-the
Bible correspondence school. As a result of that article which was
telling not to do it, one of the students of the Bible correspondence
cchool wrote an article and seut it to the principal of the school,
saying, “I have sent a copy of it to the magazine that published the
article and I am ‘sure that they are not ‘going to.print that article, so
will you please take it and print it in your own bulletin.” It was a won-
derful witness of one of the young people who was 2 Muslim whe had
road this article and was fully with us in seeing what work has been

done,
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Then. we find that ve i i
\ i ry often radio ministry is v fecti
E:;r;a tRa;.tdl;o Sri Lan_ka. from Addis Ababa, programs cegzl;ﬁ;zgvfé
A Mus?im fvn;uxlagri c:;]tzntiy._ You sge, I was talking of these harriei;s
A Musls ome to a Christian in Pakist b '
is by himself, he can take the ¢ e e
B oY mmselt, he can il ; orrc?spondence course, he can hear
; s pray that this work will be especial}
I:;?t r\;ethﬁ?:issgnéet ;j:ogle wogsiﬁg' entirely among II\)/Ius'lin?; bllffsgmdj}
mt is a St. Andrews’ Brotherhood where Rev. A :
Xﬁg :is @ cpm_'ecrt- hm_aself, from -Islam- is working ammrg. thsﬁl:uﬁ'ulil?:::;’
ubﬁcu}l)“mg'tlrlus last six months, I have been at three of these baptisms'.
gad i a[;)usm_s. In each of them, we found that the young man who
had | :3‘::; heépt;fcdl' dsuffered persecution from the home. He was threat
should not go back home, and it’s " ' ‘
us, T feel, it’s a luxury to be a Christi 1i e e o
eel, tian in the West
free. You can do whatever i e oot e Lors
- ca ou like, But when
Jesus Christ in a country li i Foreod tor e & sont
51 ry like mine, you may be forced to b
g:rsszlg:giligcdl when you are a secret disciple, a group like St.eAa:u??:\izt’
e pestea t;exf Z}:;it}a are gtr}':mps in other countries — take them
, urage them, train them. After-all, in the Bi
we read of many people who were isci e o Nico,
e reaq of many people g secret disciples. There was Nico-
; ph of Arimathea. These th isci
ples and so we have many secret -disci les i o Rocentiy, abont &
_ : ciples in Islam. Recentl
i}e;z iﬁlmi; ago, & Muslim doctor‘ was put in charge of ay,C?'E{i)s‘:itaz
ne c;]i arg'a ofg;eg; Il'l?ly (;lf the Christians said, "Why is 2 Muslin doctor
ristian hospital?” When we saw - the kf i i
doctor, we said, “How is Hife i i } C poud a5 g Chts
loctor, we said, “Hc good his life is. He is just as good as ; i
:ﬁ:doﬁgﬁ ﬁgoglnow;tdu;ing ]tjhe last six months, ie -discst)\?:tic? ittlx:il:;
_ ) we took to be a Muslim; had been baptized in' Bri
tol ‘about seven or eight , e oralond
: years ago. A seécret disciplé: alt' that time! " Oaly
recently heé has confessed that he ‘s a disci ple:all that timie: ‘Onily
_ a disciple of Jesus., N O W
condemn -such people? We ‘reme e n e,
ond _ 7 mber that Naaman-
disciple too and he a o ‘e said: “When I
) ppealed to the prophet and h id;”
go with my mastér into the témple of Ri ' ey o
I be forgiven?” In these hard D e e e Gog it ot
iven? places, we should praise God th
are so many people who are comin, ( e
. g to our Lord Jesus  Christ. W
not ses the fruit openly, but we should il
dochon . Whet vas h; ] _should mot stlow up, we should not
: . ppened is that the church is findi '
few are converted from Islam-(in fact, during the last 'thrc:élgyetazl;lst ig

- many Christians have backslidden). You know that when our schools

and colleges were under our own control, we sa '

" .- . . ’ W S0 is-
;ga:;se, :fu:h \:her; Oiu'rlsc‘hOOIS and colleges were nationalinggi'giﬁz

i aPSOIIJ & losing th_at zea} thai they possessed before.

vl in,d Iwas asked 1o write a paper on the future of Muslims
where I re.a.d thatre‘;agothaengaggfsccli;:;g.:ndhl S on Sbrace ey
“So and so, with h,is family, has becomlena Ra; npw“embraced FHity
in these hard places is'not"oi’mly that we ha o ach o o e
we ha’ve ‘to strehgthen the church, make :l? 0 roac .them_t, Ey_ut thgt
f}afﬁ and pray for these Muslims- that in varif;?s f:;;: ?gea;efnam o
o-the feet of our Lord Jesus Christ, We should pray hard foi'?;:;:
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people because the Lord has put that burden on us that we, shouold not
berself-satisfied but we should .go out and win them over for our Lord
and. Savior: = " e e P . :

.. Our next spealer:is & pt:rs_o_ﬁai,;frimd of mine,, the Revg_aend.__su_b<)§1h
Sahu. from India. He. works in the. state of Orissa and  his main ministry
is.to- train Christians .to be effective disciple-makers. [T ogether.. Rev.
Subodh Sahu and. his. colleagues: would. go ouf. 1o, evangelize, Hindus
and Muslims.- He will' tell us something. .about the. hard .and: difficult
world of Hinduisn.. e

- Rev. Subodh Sahu: : D ol T S
The hard piaces -of the world -—-the world of  Hinduism. 83 per
cent of. the people .of India are Hindus or adherents. of Hinduism: They
number nearly 433-million. The hardness is as follows. . | o0 oo
They clainy historically, Hinduism . is an: apcient _religion, rather
the -ancient religion. They. considet - all, other religions. as upstarts . in
ihe field. Therefore; theit attitude is one of pride which makes it hard,
.Secondly, the intolerance. of the philosophy., of syncretism, 1t seems
contradictory: but. actuaily this is the.true .condition -— intolerance of
the - philosophy of _“syngretism.p,;As .a -weapon, . they. want, to wield il
against the. Gospel, Fheir desire. is, to. blogk the. Gospel. They want_to
assimilafe: the: Chyistians-and the Gospel ip;o.;-;he..,}_iindu_.,fbld and. into
their -philosophy. They. even. 5y, ‘“Believe. whatever, you, want - to, but
remain within the Hindu fold.” - ot ol o ot i
. Thirdly, Hinduism; is, by, nature, - pseudospolitical. . The. gommon
concept - of the Hindus. is- as, 1. narrate.- here. Hinduism and, India na-
tionalism are - inseparable. They mean that one: who - is.not -a Hindu
cannot be a-patriot, They commenly lgok at Christianity as the religion
of the Western. people: —people; who, until the, recent past, indulged
in_colonialism, Moreover, the Western culture Jas almost nothing te
offer to-the average Indian and,. on:the. contrary, it -has. some. things

whigh. are not admittable to. the Indians. .Therefore, s they. associate |
religion with culture: in their own thinking, they be;g;ome;prejuclicqgi '

against the Gospel:and it seems to, be repulsive 10 them..

. -Fourthly, the.reality of any faith and its troe express@oﬁ is attractwa :

to anybody who seeks reality, but the nominality. of the Indian Chris- |
tiang' faith and life. is répulsive to the Hindus,: The. Lord.said: in_ his :

d_a,y;,_*f‘U‘nrlcss your righteousness, exceeds the righteousness. of the Phar

isees and the.Sadducees. ... Can it be also said, unless.our righteousness :
exceeds the  righteousness ~of- the . Hindus,’ unless: we. excel in, Joving :
them, we cannot bring them into the Kingdom of God? Also-the “Christ- :
plus” of the so-called Chyistian presentation — let.me explain .. Chrisf -

plus tradition, Christ, plus ritualism. of the so-called Christian ;p_rgsé'n'tati(__m
offends the Hindu. They want.and need only Chyist and Christ of the Bible.
.+ Lastly, Hindu _inteilectuals .who. .are: not: reached. for: Christ ~while

i.hey are .‘dqing“post:graduate_.;s:t__gdies in. Western: universities see and .
often fall a.victim to the scum. of the Western way. of materialistic- Jife .
and return hardened against the Gospel and harden others also: againg :

B e -
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the Gospel.

But nothing is too hard for our Lord, '
, , B 4 iC ord, In the § iw by .
:;:’Z V%‘If:g aizc df;;z?;?lcs.oi _th_rlst in India 1 d_(m’t,iisgagf zz?llii hxﬁ?ﬁzi’
roction of the Lo r% ejse fﬂ I"ﬂd_i& need to give our testimony to the resuri
disciples so that our fm;ls in the great power of the Holy Spirit and mak
fo live by faith, not b? zow g“‘%i?ns wiil repent and will learn the Seere?
and they will be dravn away They will surely have their eyes opened
zlhe power of Satan to (}i‘zdyﬁ,\ig Tn;jya?:fzezs int? Hight and from under
being uni i L xercise our t i :
g e i Lo sl S o f ke
when we bind the stmnose who are within the fold of Hinduism so tha(é
ur jiving Lord who ¢ g H]lan of the house, we can piunder the goods
o N Namtog .evga ed himself to Sundar Singh, to Bakht Sin h
continue to reveal h??? fand o many others — our living Lord x%ﬂ;
who a6 et s mseif and wul_ ac)id te his true Church daily th

: singsavod. And surely, our Indians wiil hear the voice of th}éz ;;o(ziie




