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Someone may ask, “Why should a coNgress on viorld evgngelzzat;}on
devote time to considering the nurture of believers? \‘Ne;must remember
that our consideration of strategy, mati}nds, and priorities relalmg. to
world ¢vangelization will be incomplete if we do not give some atiention
to the question of discipling converts and establishing churches.

iscovering the basis -
DJS(;(; tflc b:%lical pati'em of evangelism, bringing people toa demgmn fpr
Chirist is not thé end. When otr Lord called the twelvg disciples,"He ap-
pointed twelve, to be with him, and to be sent out to preach and ha;;_e_
authority to cast out demons” (Mark 3:14-15). He did not stop with the
proclamation of the kingdom of God or with leadmg'pe.ople to cholo;ze
the kingdom. He made disciples. In his Grgat Commission, JeSlIS. said,
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, bap‘tnlz},ng them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the H(?ly‘SplI‘,i,t (Mat}. 28.1'9}.
He did not say, “Go and preach” but “Go and dlS(".lple. Inthe fc;iiovm‘nlgl
verse he points out how they have to do it, “teaching them to observe &
that I have commanded you” (Matt, 28:20). ) o 0
Paui did rot stop with mere proclamation of the QOSpFl or th]

leading people to faith in Christ. Wherever he went, he;estabhshefi loca
churches which became nerve centers of. evangelisn: His method is S?m-
marized in Acts 14:21-23. He and Barnabas preached the Gospel, madg
many disciples, visited them again, strengthened them and ¢xhort§
them, gave them the right leaders for the chu_rch, and left _them in the
hands of the Lord, In Ephesus, Paul prfz_aqhed in the synagogue for three
months regularly, then gathered the disciples and taught them daily ;g
the school hall of Tyrannus for two %%a%s.lﬁg; a resuly, the Gospel sprea

: rovince of Asia (Acts 19:8-10). U

ot O;Ir?rit?cfhﬁ 1:3, John writes about the proclamation of _Lhr:st, That
which we have $¢en and heard we pro'ClaiT}’l 'a.lso to you, 5o that_ you mg}):
have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is with-the E_ather and w:}
his Son Jesus Christ,” The purpose of the proclamation is that they may
have fellowship. Individual convcrsion‘is not the ultimate goal of New
Testament evangelism. It is the bringing of the‘ conye_arted ones nftllt_o_
fellowship with each other and with God: It was in this t_"elkqws@p t'at
nurturing and discipling of new converts tqok place. This biblical pat-
tern is contrary to the excessive individualism that is often seen in our
evangelism today. :
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Discerning the need - S
. First, we note that nurturing and discipling are needed to conserve
the fruits of evangelism. The Achilies heel of modern mass evangelism is
the follow-up. Often:hundreds of people respond to the invifation and
make.a personal decision in a mass evangelistic meeting. There are very
few of these who really follow on to become disciples and effective wit-
nesses, There are many. droprouts in spité of our best follow-up methods
and literature, The reason is often because the church shares no respon-
sibility in the follow-up program. Nurturing and discipling of new con-
verts is the work of the church, and should not be pushed on to any other
agency. .. - e
A new believer is often very alert and eager to learn new spiritual
truths and take fresh steps of obedience. He is eager to listen to any
teaching that supposedly comes from the Bible, This is what makes him 2
target for false teachings and false cuits. If he is not nurtured in the truth
and if his soul is not satisfied with the right kind of spiritual food, his
hunger may b¢ misdirected. .~ . P _
Second, nurturing is very essential in order to make strong, balanced
witnessing Christians out_of new believers, A promising new convert is
sometimes tragically led into some by-path by the devil, and he becomes
lopsided in his Christian life and witness. He emphasizes that which
should be peripheral and neglects that which should be central. The
reason is a lack of balanced Bible teaching. Or, he may go on living a
fruitless, self-complacent life which lacks warmth and involvement, This
is because as a Christian he is not taught what his privileges, responsibili-
ties, and resources are. What a tragedy to see a number of Christians who
meet week after week in some wonderful fellowship sing choruses, listen
to sermons, and go about totally indifferent to the needs of their fellow-
men around them, and never making any impact on thein!

Defining the goals o . L

‘What is our goal in nurturing new converts? Paul writes, “His gifts
were. that some should be apostles, some prophets, somé evangelists,
some pastors and teachers, for the equipment of the saints, for the work
of ministry, for. building up the body of Christ” (Eph. 4:11-12). The aim
of nurturing is not.to go on endlessly teaching the new convert so that he
Is always at the receiving end. He must take his place along with other
believers in building the body of Christ. He must become a mature Chris-

- tian, mature in love, taking his part in the corperate growth of the body

of Christ. He also becomes stable in his faith, not carried away by every
“wind of doctrine” (Eph. 4:13-16). e _ o '
There is a threefold growth which we look for in those whom we
nurture and disciple. First, there must be maturity in love. $econd, there
must be soundness of docirine. Third, they must be invelved in building up
the church.. Christian. behavior, Christian belief, and Christian service
must go together. Growth must be manifested in all these three realms.
I a world that is so mixed up in its standards and values, the new

‘believer must stand true to the standards and values of the kingdom of

God. True, the miracle of new birth alters his basic attitudes and changes
the direction of his life. But the constant teaching of the Word of God is
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necessary to establish him in the kingdom’s way of 1l§€:An _g;l;lslg (13:: e
tiani fnentioried in a conférence hiow e was templec conste ly in hi

work to- accept the gifts th_a;- §e°§dfyfﬁe§r§5§§ }21::&:*2:;01;: 11;&11131%6
then in the normal course’of nis . Al around him everyone inciuc-
}gzr{;i?étﬁ}fv%?kérs' and superiors accepted such, g1fé§ }Vlt_](‘l}%lg’ :n&,] S;Ztu;e
baticé of conseience. Bt as he became grounded in God's Ward he
clearly saw that this was _wrlo_rji%:'_ﬁC_h;}§_§1:an behiavior ' is the product of
Ch'“'sit‘;ltnélf:ﬁts?;:riz?s 'ggg‘grgso'ﬁ%n ‘caught between the _g;'_:‘q‘sscur:r‘_inrt_isé Ef
ndn-Christian philosophies and ideologies. Most qf th(e:hrrizgig:f;_s_ nort-
G lons e pticn s, T e 8 L
idered. 1ti-} i nal an ‘e i ) e T T P
;iffg escill'é?u?e%agtéﬁ?;ag(;itnésaihg‘_p’g"o'icé. ‘The'incredsing nusiber &f Ec;di
men with theiF numerous followers from the West have rr;uc;l:npog hre;sti En'
neal in India. Their tedchings are very :s.ub‘tig, counterfeis [g Chrision
gééching"s‘bn mahy points. Added to this isthe tlr_l_eclxkgg_;qa _.;o ifusio
within Christendom. In such a situation Christian E_bt_e];e }?;??tfmfn ﬁg
defined and established. The néw convert must know Wi e 1o tarn fof
the v of hi: sibmit t6’ thal

the authority” of his faith, and he ‘must know Tiow t !
Lo -t_ RN ' B L -
athcI): Esyn'ot enough to hiave the correct Christian t_)e‘hz‘q{_xp_]j_a_nd ;Je \‘:,sﬁg—
lished i the right Christian doctrine. The'new bgl}_gygrfl .;;n};s:ft_ b Do
volved' ifi Christian sefvice as,a_‘_m_%rp};grf%fé ;};;tusg 't)l;e('}b'él'ie‘\ie'rgsﬁir’é
hurches where there is a fai aching of ; the'believers are
rches where there is a faithful teaching o Scripiute, & crs are
?:ighful'in' their stewardship of money‘,hn} their \:{:}n:;s(l}nfd aftjec;r?; ;}Zst
Sietimes we withhiold the whole Counse} |, fearing les
service. Sometimes we withhold the whole counsey o1 Lr ¢ foract the
¢ lay lnnecessary burd ew believers, Bug lefus not Torget th
v¢ lay unnecessaty burdens on new DELEVETS. DR CEL 18 ST L S
\ggmnz{and of our Lord to “teach thiem to observe all” “that he has comn-
mdﬂ(}i?ii;l after many years of their exisience, there za'r?hs'tl'l"‘l"slj?iilii
churches in Asia which are not financially self-supporting: The rea

thiat the beliavers in the early days had ot been taught to ;'g:i_%_?é% ac;ﬁi?én:%
{o the biblical ‘pattern! In the sime way, missiofary vision and o neero it
very much lackinig i méany of the churches. The biblical understar

of missions has not béen given to the_h*‘l_“e‘_{ﬂfff,?ﬁd,tf}e_yt alrg ;(l?lir?f;etgé
their respongibility for world evangelization. ?hlzsdw'?a'r?s s
nurture of the early converts has led to years and years Of SHAERET
nominal Christianity in many parts of Ama o

bet%?:ﬁwsﬁon.now is, “How to nurture and disciple the anewhc%g;v{e;it;
% 4ito meet the need we have outlined and Tulfiit the goal \fv? hay:  ladd
“down?” 1n any Tocal chireh, the first freais one’can think of 7_0_1"1_3?1: i
is pulpit ministry, In the listing of the y_ag?s%us glft; f‘zrt ét; tt;:; i:ir-lép' }F

f 1y Paul mentions the pastor and the teacher together
Z'fl%e’r‘cl?s ;a%'s’tofal" mihistry and the teaching _ﬁ;q;sgiz¥a§e Stl:\;; ;gz‘s, 211: tl?iz
“arhe coir. The pastor is also the teachér. No faithful shepherd of i
;aércli gg;’nnabdicé]t)e his responsibility to feed them: What a privilege 1t 15

ck y after Sunday before his cc aation ‘and o teach thein
2D nday after Suniddy before his' congregation and o teae :
zgesﬁrclge?g} G}(;d’s Word! Thére is o substitute for this. This task inust
have the top priority in the ministry of a pastor.

NURTURING AND DISCIPLING NEW CONVERTS 577

Such a systematic teaching of his congregation through the pulpit
will demand the best of his gifts and time and effort. He who is willing to
invest these freely will reap his reward with great joy. The sermons must
be planned so that there is order and continuity. They must bé biblical,
practical, and. relevant, As far as possible, the pastor must occupy his
own pulpii every Sunday. Informal discussion tinies can be planned to
clarify or discuss the issues raised by the sermon. .

Weekly adult Bible classes can also be used for systematic teaching.
These can be held in the church! Younger adults can be'in one group and
the older ones in another group so that there is more freedom in sharing
and discussion. These groups should not be very large. Interaction and
give-and-take in personal relationships are important in this teaching
situation. New converts feel neglected in the impersonal atmosphere of a
large church. So it is necessary that they get the care and personal atten-
tion they need in these smail groups. _

These Bible study groups must be informal. Open, frank discussions
must be encouraged. Any honest guestion must be allowed and. the
answer found in the group, There must he intimate, transparent fellow-
ship between the one who teaches and those who are taught. Not all the
teaching is done by words along. The responses and the reactions of the
one who is the téacher to various situations make a deep impression on
the new believer, The teacher must be willing to expose himself and his
responses to the serutiny of those whom he is discipling, Discipling can-
not be done from a distance. If we build awal] zround ourselves, we can-
not effectively make disciples. There is a costly self-giving in disciple-
making. Paul wrote, “We were ready to share with you not only the
gospel of God but alse cur own selves” (1 Thess, 2:8). Writing to the Corp-
inthians, he said, “T will most gladly spend and be spent for your souls”
(3T Cor. 12:15).- '

There are two other situations besides the church where discipling
can take place. Small Bidle study groups it homes can be greatly used to
nurture the néw believers. The advantage in this is that the whole family
can sit together with the Word of God and study it. This is bound to
affect ‘their life in the home and their family relationships. Several
families in an area can join together and meet regularly to study the
Word-of God. 3uch home Bible study groups should be Haked with the
local chiurch. The local church can provide trained lay men and women
to lead these groups. Home Bible study groups are oftén recommended
as yery effective méans of evangelism. They can also be used for nurtur-
ing and discipling new believers.

" The place of business can also be used to nurture and disciple new
believers. A Christian in'industry or in business will have several people
working with himi. That becomes Ais sphere of witnessing and disciple.
making. Not only are his words important but even his attitudes, his reac-
tions and his actions speak aloud, What a wonderful opportunity to lead
men into the faith and then to build them up in the faith! When a new
believer sees discipleship demotistrated to him right in front of his eyes
inhis factory or in his business, the impact is strong. Moreover, this im-
pact does not come from the pulpit from a paid teacher, but from one
who like himself is in industry or in business to earn his bread.




578 ' LET THE EARTH HEAR HIS VOICE

A believing teacher with a passion to obey the Lord’s Great Com-
mission may make disciples in a few years among his pupils and his
fellow-teachers. A believing factory worker or office worker may do'the
same among his colleagues. These believers are then linked to the local
church so that they grow together with the rest of the body of Chiist.

Distribusing the responsibility ‘

" The best place for nurturing and discipling the new convert is the
local church. It is oftén thought that if a new believer is sent to a Bible
school or seminary where the Scriptures and doctrine are taught, he will
become strong.in the faith and grow in his Christian life. This is a
mistaken notion. The Bible school is not the place to nurture a new cos-
vert. I have known a young man, a convert from a non-Christian faith,
who came into a Bible school immediately after his conversion and end-
ed up as a miserable failure in his Christian life. He was made much of
and tegarded as a showcase sample. Very soon he became the favorite of
a few teachers in the school and instead of learning to walk in the light,
he fell a prey to deception and sin. N " o

It is also wrong to isolate the new convert in an artificial environ-
ment such as that of a mission compound, Well-meaning and undiscern-
ing missionaries have taken converts fron non-Christian faiths under
their wings, pampeted them with a paternal attitude, and spoiled them
for Christ and his church, The place of nurture is not the mission com-
pound, it is the focal church. It is in fellowship that the new convert is
discipled, not in isolation. o

Personal attention to each individual is important. About his own
ministry of teaching and nurturing, Paul says that he was “warning every
mar and teaching every man in all wisdom™ (Col. 1:28). To the
Thessalonian believers, he writes, “1 ike a father with his children, we
exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and charged you” (1
"Thess. 2:11). However, care must be taken that the new believers do not
depend completely on the one who disciples them. Oswald Chambers
points out that when a man becomes a necessity to a soul, he has got out
of God’s order. _

" In every church there must be many disciple-makers, The pastor
alone cannot nurture and disciple the new converts. There must be frain-
ed men and women who can take the responsibility for the small Bible
study groups or “discipling groups,” and the entire congregation must be
trained to share responsibility and o give Christian fellowship. Even new
converts who have had some training and experience in their Christian
life and faith can be put to work in this way. They can be made responsi-
ble to nurture others. In aurturing others, they themselves will learn to
take their problems to the Lord and look for the answers. In this way they
will also grow. In one church the pastor has organized a small group
known as “The Great Commission Corps” — a few hand-picked lay peo-
pie who have givén themselves to the ministry of teaching and nurturing
othiers: Their usual program is study of the Word, prayer, and sharing of
experiences, problems, .and encouragements. To this select group the
pastor imparts the very best of his knowledge and experience, and they in
turn go out to disciple others. ' L

|
*[

NURTURING AND DISCIPLING NEW CONVERTS 579

What a high calling is ours — th isc
urs — the call to disciple men and wome
love and serve our Lord! God's Word says,“‘S‘iEce'you are eagernfct)?

manifestations of iri ; : i
Cor. 14:12)-“5 of the Spirit, strive to excel in building up the church™ (i




