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1. Introduction o

a. The mandate of family witness in the seventies. Sigmﬁcar}t trendg and
strides are emerging ih the seventies both in the local and mternat}onafl
scene, of which Christian educators are acutely aware. The famlly is
caught in this maelstrom of change. These changes have _dlslocat§d
family relationships. Some of the factors which left a shattering dent in
the family and community relationships are in(.iustnahzgt{on, increase in
technology, mobility, urbanization, and decline of re11g1logs mflu.ence.
These war rant innovations and new shapes in teaching families to witness
in the community. o

() Industriclization — With the advent of industrialization, more
families are employed. With it came bigger incomes and more matc?r}al
things. Industrialization means affluence and leisure. It also means disin-
tegration of family life. The younger children are left in the car‘e.D‘f a
maid or a yayez while mothers go to work. In the mad r!{sh for acquisition
of things, especially in Asia where people had so litle for so long,
children are given secondary attention, but religious values and practices
have been relegated a second place in the lives of families,

(il) Mobility — This is characterized by geographical movements
from place to place so that family members can no longer d‘etermme
where their real home is. The social mobility is movement from one
stratum in society to another, Whether going up or coming down the lad-
der, this change creates loneliness and bewilderment. There is also a
chronological mobility especially traumatic for an older person because
it may mean loss of job due to early retirement, loss of money and better
living conditions, loss of home, or even loss of a loved one. T}}c problems
triggered by mobility are rootlessness, alienation, and ]onellness.‘

(iil) Technology — Advanced technology brought explosion of
knowledge. Along with this is an assumption that man is supposed to
know more and therefore act more maturely. This is more myth than
truth. Educational principles repudiate this assumption, because maturi-
ty does not come by mere acquisition of knowledge but is a process of
nurture and growth. Advanced technology inevitably brought on prob-
lems of anonymity and depersonalization with its emphasis on automa-
tion. Man has been reduced to 4 series of slots on an IBM card. Children
now have more free time because chores have been taken over b}f gadgets
or by maids in more affiuent homes, Living has been so modernized, but
not without attendant hazzards to family life.
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{iv) Urbanization — This has contributed to “immunization against
contacts with people.” The urbanites are characterized by “indifference,
reserve and a blasé outlook.”” Louis Wirth explains this as “devices for
immunizing themselves against personal claims and expectations of
others.” Urbanization hurt both the rural areas and the cities by creating
an imbalance in popuiation distribution as a result of the exedus into the
urban areas. The more fortunate city migrants may rent an apartment or
live with relatives; but the poor and jobiess, with no relatives to Hive with,
settle in slum’ or squatier areas — a phenomenon flourishing in most
Asian cities. Here they achieve some kind of community life reminiscent
of théir rural life. Urban life is fragmented and segmental, it is referred
to as a society (or Gesellschaft) oy Ferdinand Tonnies, while the ¢om-
munity for Gemelnschaft) is characterized by cohesiveness, inclusiveness,
and organic togetherness. The Gesellschaft is a product of urbanization.
People have become anonymous to each other, even if they carry on
iransactions regularly, but the contacts remain "unifaceted and segmen-
tal” '

{v) Fnergy crisis and run-away inflation — These twin stark realities
confront every family in the seventies. I3 there hope of survival? What
can evangelical Christian families do to help aiteviate these fears? There
is bope in Christ, and this hope must be communicated through the
Gospel witness by families. This paper is addressed to the subject of
“Teaching Families to Witness in the Community,” the Gemeinschaft,
where people are known as people, not just faceless ciphers. The Lord
Jesus said, "“Ye shall be witnesses'unto me ... (Acts 1:8); this is the man-.
date for family witness in the changing seventies.

b. The meaning of the word “witness,” The term“witness” comes from
the Greek word marturen, which means “to bear witness” and from which
the English term “martyr” is derived. A martyr is one who is convinced
fhat his testimony is true and therefore would give his iife to defend it
Acts 1:8 is a standing order for the witness to give evidence or substantia-
tion of the truth that the message of Christ is authentic. in the context of
Luke 24:36-48, it is impliéd that what was seen, heard, or experienced
must be told. The first-hand testimony must be substantiated by personal
gxperience and by God’s Word., A witness does not give his opinion. A
witness appears in person, There is no witness by proxy. No Christian is
exempt from witnessing. Tn fact the Mew Testament roster of witnesses to
our Lord includes God the Father {John 53:37), the disciples, the early
Christians; and us foday. _ _

c. The ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ to jamilies. A rather cursory
study of the ministry of the Lord would reveal that he did not limit him-
self to the ministry of ‘erowds or individuals, but inéluded also homes
and families, ' o ‘ '

(i Ministry of healing— We find Jesus in the home of Peter rebuking
the fever from the mother-in-law of Peter (Matt. 8:14); the healing of the
blind man was in a house (Matt. 9:27-29); the nobleman’s dying son was
restored to heaith (John 4:46-54), Even if Jesus did not step into the
house, the ministry was within the context of a family. The miracle
resulted in the conversion of that entire household. '

(ii) Private instruction and conversation — He made the home the set-
ting for further explanation regarding tribute {Matt. 17;25); for ¢lucida-
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tion of the problem of marriage and divorce (Mark 10:10-12); and to
teach humility he used a child, probably a.child of the host (Mark
9:36-37). R C -

(iit) To get in touch with people - Jesus took tine to be with the
Pharisees and sinners in the home of Levi (Matt. 9:10; Mark ‘2:14ff.). H_e
visited in the home of Zacchagus and the private conversation with his
family resufted in the salvation of the whole household.

 {iv) To comfort in time of sorrow — Matt, 9:18-26 and Luke 8:49.55
recorded the raising to life of Jairus’ daughter. Another well-known ac-
count of the comforting presence of Jesus in a home was the raising of
Lazarus back from the grave (John 11).-Jesus availed himself of the op-
portunity to help in time of sorrow. .

(v) To enjoy a family fellowship - Perhaps there isno other housqa
hold in Judea where Jesus was more at home than in the closely knit
family of Lazarus, Martha and Mary. The Lord stayed in their home to
instruct, to comfort, and in fact.to rebuke at one time (Luke 10:38-42;
john 12:1-8). This was the house in Bethany where Jesus was at home.

(vi) To bless a new couple — The first miracle of the Lor.d was per-
formed at a wedding. He not only graced the occasion with his personal
presence, but blessed the home by providing for its need. The new coupl'e
started their life with the Lord in their midst. Even if the Scripture is
silent as to the sequel of that story, we can surmise that they must have
made a dynamic witness about the Lord’s being t_helr wedding guest.
(John 2i1-11). )

What are the implications of the ministry of Jesus in the home for
family witness today? Heb. 13:8 reminds us that “Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today, and forever.” In this context, it implies that Jesus is just
as interested to minister to the varied needs of families in our communi-
ties today as he was in the past, but that he would like for us to do the
honors of presenting him to others,

2. Community witness of families in the New Testament

a. The witness io families as recorded in Acts. Luke sketched the wit

ness made to families in a very interesting manner. It must be noted first
of all that the disciples witnessed from house 10 house (Acts 5:42), and
without doubt families must have beéen saved through this witness. Acts,
chapter 10, gives an account of Cornelius and his family being prepared
to receive the witness while at the same time God was dealing wlth t:l:ne
witness, This seems to be the first account where a family invntgd its
neighbors to lisien to the Gospel (vv.27,33).‘T_he result was conversion of
the whole family as well as those who listened to Pﬂt.er. In_ Acts 16:11-15,
God prepared hearts in Thyatira to receive the withess of Paul. There
Lydia and her whole household believed and were baptized. In. Acts
16:25, for the first time, prayer and songs were rccor_ded‘as a form of wit-
ness heard by prisoners. The more glorious note in this account is the
conversion of the Philippian jailor and his family (vv.30-34).
"Throughout the Néw Testament it is noticed that the witnesses took

their message to people, except for a few “Come and See’ invitations to.

meet the Lord Jesus (e.g., John 1:39 and 4:29). It is said of D.L. M_oody
that “he never waited for open doors, he went instead to closed doors
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and threw them opeén.” He went after souls.If our faith is worth having, it
is worth sharing.-Acts 8:1-4 attests this truth. The story of the dispersion
of the early Christians was in the eyes of unbelievers a tragic event. But
this was a blessed dislocation — for men, woineén, children, most proba-
bly entire households — for the Christians testified wherever they went.
One can imagine that people were curious to find out what kind of faith
this was that would warrant such persecutions. They must have asked,
“Why do you adhere to your faith if all it brings is persecution?” To this
they gave dynamic witness for they went everywhere preaching the
Word: They put legs to their faith. They verbalized their witness, What
they believe mattered: Christianity is not mere credence but also convic-
tion and knowledge of what we believe and why we believé, In the words
of ‘a noted physicist, “To be a Christian is to be personally and in-
dividually involved in one’s belief, an involvement that orientates the
lifc in accord with one’s beliefs.” This necessitates sharing of one's
beliefs in the daily round of activities ds opportunity presents itself,

b. The witness of families diuring the time of Paul — Paul started his
witnessing minisiry right after his conversion. The first record of a
household conversion as a result of his witness is found in Acts 16:14-15,
This is the family of Lydia, the seller of purple in Thyatira. Aquila and
Prigcilla, an Italian couple from Rome, were converted through the wit-
ness of Paul (Acts 18:1-3). This family shared with Paul the ministry of
witness (Rom. 16:3-5). Their house was used as a church (I Cor. 16:19),
In Acts 18:7-8, Paul used the house of Justus who was saved at an earlier
date, as a base to reach Crispus, a ruler of the synagogue. The family of
Crispus came to know the Lord and many other Corinthians believed
and were baptized. The household of Aristobulus; and the household of
Narcissus (Rom.16:10-11) imply families who were won to the Lord. I
Cor. 16 -gives a list of Christian households, e.g.; of Stephanas, first
believers in Achaia. The home of Nymphas was a church in Laodicea
(Col. 4:15). The household of Onesiphorus was included in the greetings
of Paul in II Tim. 4:19. Once more, we see in Philemon 1:2 a church in
the house of Apphia and Archippus. Evidently, Archippus was the leader
of this church in his house because in Col. 4:17 we read: this reminder
from Paul, "And say to Archippus, take heed to the ministry which thou
hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfil] it.” c

Though this is but a brief perusal, a few implications may be
gathered from these passages reminding us that Christian households
saved through the ministry of Paul offered their homes for church ser-
vices. This was a bold form of witness in communities where Christianity
was suspect among its pagan neighbors. God used one man to begin the
work but God also used families to do a continuing witness. It is not
presumptuous to say that God reached Asia Minor through Paul and
these Christian families: The Pauline Epistles are a commentary to this
outreach. : o '

The privilege and responsibility of witnessing N

In the early sixties the spotlight was focused on laymen and the
responsibility to witness. The seventies should rise up to another
challenge and must begin to tap the potential of families and to mobilize
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them for the work of witnessing. According to the 1970 survey of MARC
and COFAE the whole family ranks number two in influence and in lead-
ing respondents to the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is signifi-
cant as coming from Asia and the Scouth Pacific. countries, because
central in the value orientation--of individuals is the family and its
authority. . B - .

The family is strategic in witness. The family is here to stay. institu-
tions come and go, people come and go, ideas come and go, but the
family remains basic in the midst of change, The family. is strategic
becanse it provides church leadership through its adults, it is the source
of financial support in the church, and also supplies the constitugncy of
the church for all its agencies and programs. S

Oscar Feucht makes the cogent observation that the home is “the
school of Christian living, the most fundamental institution in the world,
the nursery of every generation, the college of life, and the training
ground of the child.” In this same veinm, he further states,

The families are launching pads for their children...parents are
not all authors of books, but they. are all writing the lives of their
children,..parents can enrich life or they can mar or scar a life de-
pending on the type of nurture they give or the lack of it.
Incidentaily, many families today are destitute of good relation-

ships. When they reach out for help. even from Christians, they are
electrified and hear only the noisy static of our harried busy lives. It 13
the responsibility of Christian families to reach out. in an era of super-
markets, superstars, superjets, and super-everything, it seems as if man
has succeeded in “super-ing” everything to cover the emptiness within.
Man is almost aivaid to be left alone lest he be confronted with the im-
poverished state of his own life. So super-fences have been built around
the homes and personalities, Psychologically, the more clite, moneyed
and sophisticated families have built-walls of complacence, nonchalance,
and smugness. The poor level also built walls of “bahalana”™ and “I
couldn’t care less” atritudes. Walls of anger, apathy, resignation, eyen
shirking of responsibility, have been put up. The emerging middle class
has built walls of competition, drudgery, and busyness, hence there is no
time for the family, no time for God, no time for the church. These are
formidable phalanxes that need to be broken down or penetrated by
family witness. it is to families tike these that we have been commission-
ed to communicate the Gospel. _ _ _ .

O the other hand, criticism has been hurled at the Christian com-
munity because they have organized walls around them also by creating
Christian ghettoes. Bibie classes have degenerated into a comiostable
fellowship of the same Christian people. These activities are good but
often sap the vitality of Christians because they spend so much time
together for a long time thus robbing themselves of the opportunities o
make aggressive witness. Some Christians in walled compounds hardly
reach out to people outside their fences. This unity is more like “glued-
togetherness.” We have not been called to a cloister ot to build a city of
the redeemed here on earth. Would to God that Christians’in the Chris-
tian Gemeinschaft would take the initiative to réach out to other

families.
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God’s grace and,,as such, a godly family is a silent witnessto God's good-
ness, more eloquent than a torrent.of words, . ¢ oo- o L
. (i) Verbal ,w_z'mqss,_—-,--”l"each_fa_r_n_i!ies to verbalize their-witness. This
is the other side of the coin of witness. While there is place for silence; it
can never fill-the hunger for spiritual things any more than a horse can
live on shade: So verhalized, witness is also called for. A meaning. that
cannot be verbalized remainsa privaté meaning. So teach families howto
give a surefire three-minute testimony. The following are borrowed ideas
and have been adapted for teaching families how to testify:«(1) what we
were before we became Christians; (2) how we became Christians; {(3)
what Jesus Christ means to. Us now. Apother is-a suggestion by C. 5.
Lovett: (1) why we call ourselves Christians; (2} what is our authority for
this?; (3) how do we know that we are really saved? Finally, this last one
is recommended as a way to help make the testimony coherent and clear.
First, write a friend about your experience, and then invite a.non-
believer to read the letter and find out whether he understands the
message. Then practice verbalizing it to your family, and after you have
gained some confidence, share it with an unchurched family. Perhaps
these ideas have been taught to individuals but have we tried to teach
them to families? - S o oo el .
~_Teach families to memorize Scriptures.. The Roman Road to Salva-
tion cited previously is a good set to begin with. Families must be taught
some witnessing phrases to memorize as well. Also they must be en-
couraged to-underline some witnessing verses. When_ a family knows
some of these functional things, fear for verbal witness would be allevi-
ated.- . . _ . o .
Challenge newly baptized Christians to witness. Bishop Azariah of
Dornakal, South India, has a unique way of inyiting newly baptized
members to witness. He asks them to place their hands on their head and
say after him, “I am a baptized Christian, woe is unto me if I preach not
the Gospel.” There is no need to copy the pragtice, but surely the pastor
can iinpress this urgency upon new believers to witness verbally. -
- (iil) Acfive witness -~ This imiplies putting legs to ouf witnessing. The
pastor can teach active witness by his personal example. He can also take
families along with-him during his visitation. He should teach them how
to make a community survey. He should teach them how to visit first
amonig their own friends and then visit the folks who are friendly with the
people in the church. Thése are low-threat levels of witness. Then teach
them how to go progpecting. T L B
" Of course the pastor should find those families who have tiatural
talent for public relations, especially for the active witnessing mirdistry.
The shy family may be given less threatening assignments than those sug-
gested above. One word of caution is in order at this juncture: extra care
and skillful diplomacy must be applied so that a family which possesses
“tongues loose on both ends,” as one writer picturesquely puts it, should
not be assigned to go out doing verbal witriess. Appeal 1o them about
doing work on the home base, siich as preparing snacks, recording, filing,
éic, ) ) o ' .
Teach families to' make friends with their neighbors by a vase of
freshly cut flowers, a crocheted doily, a book, a hot dish, or any small gift
items taken personally to the family for which it is intended. Watch the
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“For Sale” or “For Rent” signs and be the first to welcome the family to
the community, New couples and new babies are opportunities for
friendship and witness. Assign a family for each of those to be visited
Teach them to sponsor newcomers to the commiunity. Assign families tc;
be on the lookout for guests in the worship service and to follow them up
at hore. “Some ‘families’ would never be reached without a warm
handclasp, an earnest searching gaze, a quiet word and occasionally a
tear and a prayer.” Assign families to visit before the special services of
the ‘c‘hurch, to interest guesis in the activities of the church. Wh ¢
families go calling it wonld be a nice idea if they could bring along
church activity handbook with pictures of the activities in the church
Pictures usually will catch attention. Teach families to find out avenues
to people’s hearts and then to show care and concern in practical and visi-
ble means. This is active witness.

_ Aiv) Creative witness — This does not mean the spectacular but the
innovative or unique approaches to family witnessing, like sharing a
cassette tape of music and messages, loaned out or listened to together,

-.Also capitalize on the relevance of cultural values to Christian life, for

instfxnce, the Filipino value called wiang na loob, — a positive human ex-
Feriencg which can be the basis of the Christian value of gratitude and
oyalty. For utang na loob speaks of a deep sense of gratitude to a person
for example, who saved another from drowning. It speaks of a commit-
ment in return for a debt that cannot be paid. The implication of this
value in witnessing is to appeal to a family’s debt of gratitnde to the Lord
Jesus for what hé is and what he has done for thém on the Cross. It would
be a part of wisdom to understand the cultural values of a people and to
capitalize their relevance for the ministry of witnessing, ) -
. Encourage a family to adopt an unchurched family, Then sponsor a
Come Double Sunday” when this adopted family comes to church with
the foster family during a special service. -

With the present energy crisis, more families stay home. They are
forrfed by circumstances to be together. Take advantage of this oppor-
tunity of non-activity. Share hobbies and other wholesome activities
together — like gardening, fixing a fence, painting for men and crochet-
ing, knitting, or sewing for women, and take this opportunity to “gossip
the Gospel.” View slides or filmstrips together and draw sorme lessons
from them. Read the Bible together, underline words or phrases that 'arf;

~ significant, and give some explanations. : :

Again, in the Philippines, families put a premium on special days
and thanksgiving occasions for graduations, promoﬁons, a new house, a
succ_es§;f_u1 venture, healing, or a family “bakikbayan” (back‘tn-countr;)
C_hr}sf:lan famili_es who have built bridges of friendships with unchurchc(j
families have a natural entree into these homes, and what a tremendous
opportum;ty‘for witness. Families have a unigue constellation of in-
ﬂ}sénce within the community; they must be taught to look for and recog-
Elze opportunities for witness, or encouraged to create openings for wit-

e8s, ' C B

The more affluent Christian family may take advantage of vacations
wee}ien_ds, or other- holidays, and plan to go off with- an'u‘nchurched’
family. The close association during the few days together will provide
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avenues of witness. The privacy of the occasion will contribute to greater
openness to the Gospel. A creative family may also use a one-day or a
few hours trek, ride, walk, or cycling and picnicking with another family.
In the course of this fellowship, try to get in a word for the Lord.
These are only a few ideas which a paster or a Christian educator
may use to challenge Christian families 1o witness in the community, It
would be a good idea to highlight the completion of this training by a
commissioning service dedicating the families for the task of witnessing.
Below is an example of a certificate that might be awarded to the can-
didates. ' :
“We the Isidro Family will be responsible for the Herrera family,
~ to pray for them, to make a regular visit in their home, to fetch and
bring them lo church when opportunity affords it, and we are
responsible to introduce them to the Pastor and to the church

family.”

Signature of Family _ The Pastor

Date . ' . . Church -

4. Contemporary Filipino families who withessed.

From the upper middie class suburb of Manila comes this exampie
of a family whose Christian life was strengthened through a personal visit
of a family, which eventually led to a home Bibie study in the house and
to the conversion of the husband. This family began eagerly and ear-
nestly to share their faith. They witnessed to another family who were
their close friends and invited them to the home Bible class. After a few
months of classes this family also found the Lord, Both men are retired
commodores of the Philippine Navy. The excitement about families
reaching their own community, is that they minister to the families on
their level. _ _ S

A Bureau of Internal Revenue official was converted in a home Bi-
ble class in his ewn house. One Sunday morning he heard the dynamic
preaching of the Word in a church. He decided to bring along his wife.
She came, although reluctantly, but enjoyed the message and the warm
fellowship extended to her. They kept coming. During a Holy Week
family camp the family attended, and in one of the evangelistic meetings
the wife came under deep conviction and accepted the Lord. Later the
children came to know the Lord. Mr. Isidro had the privilege of baptiz-
ing the entire family. The man started a Bible class in his home for his
neighbors. At the end of the first set of lessons he conducted a graduation
ceremony for abaut twenty-six people who completed the course. These

folks had never been in a Protestant church, so he personally chauffeured
two carloads of them to observe the service. They were introduced to the
pastor, and to the church family. They liked the friendly atmosphere,
They just started coming of their own accord. It is exciting to note that
these folks witnessed to their families first, and entire households have
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come to know the Lord, This is the story of a family who was used to

bl lﬂglng to t[lﬁ L ord sOme ten hOLlSChO[dS Wlth]l bufEt the ia a! g COn-
gr E,gdtlou mn {:a]o()cdll Clty. g ° ¢

5. Conclusion

} ﬂ[“llles are hkc G()d 5SS p B
tOCk mar ket to bOIIUW the h ase i G

P ‘ Lo . . . o
C]H Fstlan Welss. }!le more CI” S‘llﬂl 13]1[11165 mnvest in 1t t]lﬁ more tl]e

[Therle u a neffd to teach families to claim unsaved families in the com-
é]ugn:y.ds t['l(-ittr personal responsibility or liability on their account to
o »«l—l- families who w,111 resolve with Joshua, “As for me and ray house
gﬁ;\rfjl s_‘c;\l;ve the-f_,ord, {(Jos. 24:15), We need families who will say with
cha “is;l Sj:jgfr, foéimlel co?mend my Savior to you.” We need families
\ N aitnhuily the three-dimensional relationship of i
. | § wit

(l}r;_ :[}ille commum.ty as very succinctly pointed out by Dr. Gan[gel: Eii:
Chd' . vgry' presence and’ behavior in the community is ag example of
th(;slg ali] khls Cht_;rch and a demonstration of the grace of God to alf of -
hos who know them and can observe their life. Secondly, the family ac-
Si)vnealy \);/:tn'esses;c;gcther through the program of itg church, through per

'\l sharing of faith on the part of the family " ;

‘ : ‘ ¢ y members, and perh
t!;r;‘)ug.h Lol}ectlve witness of one kind or another. Finally, the exﬁens?gs
jﬂda;r}]ilyt\gz_tl:jess 11"1r1ds fruition as young people go out fr’om the home
: ke the displaced children of the Bible. carr ir wi ith
. ; dren s v their witness

them imo various forms of Christian seyvice or a mudtitude of btherwnh
cupations an_d geographical locations. ' -PC*
wimAmf( dedicated Christian famity can be a 3-D (three-demensional)

\ess for the Lord. ?’he following chiorus is a pertinent reminder of the
nobility of the task of witnessing: :
mlé?rd,_lay some soul upan my heart, And love that soul through

And may I nobly do my ' i ¢
_ : part, To win that soul for Thee,”

’ Tl’;ls paper does.nvot pretend to offer a panacea for all the implica-
ig)us o }eachlng_famllles to witness in the corumunity, but it has tried to
S ir our imagination to do creative thinking regarding ways and means of
apping the potential of Christian famities for witness in the seventies




