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irty-six years ago, the International Missionary Conference at Tam-
gci?;x ,ﬁaﬁiﬁgf stgied,'“lt is our conviction that the present cordition of
theological education is one of the greatest wiaknesses in ti_)e?-whole
Christian enterprise.” Here at Lausanne we must confess that t}}gg state-
ment is still true as far as evangelicals are cvncemec}. W_e believe that
sustained evangelism depends on our depth of commitment to the: truth
of the uniqueness and finality of the Gospel, and on our capacity to
mobilize the whole church in continuous evangelism. This mv.olye_s both
theglogy and education. Evangelism, (Ehurch growth., and missions de-
pend on faith that is reformed according to the Scr1pture_§ and on ex-
perience that is constantly renewed in the Lordship of Chrlgt_ an'd in the
power of the Holy Spirit. We may posit the equation: Rveformation ph_xs
Revival equals Evangelization. Theological education is the handmaid
rocess. _
Ic;xgii %NE: THE THEOLOGY OF WORLD EVANGELIZA’I”lGN
In order to develop an effective strategy'for-the-ro-ie of th_eologlc:al
education in world evangelization, we must first verbahzc; Outr thgolqu
of evangelism in the context of the people to whom we proclalm the
Gospel. o :

1. The importance of a theology of world evangelization _

- We'live in a world’of rapid social and‘1deolog:ca} change. The ab-
solutes of Christian beliefs and practice are fast disappearing. In a
relativistic age marked by human alienation and social dlsmtegrz?tm‘n
and at the same time rising humanistic optimism,'ecun?enlce?i Christiani-
ty searches for **a comprehensive notion of salvation” in whlci} a reform-
ing biblical theology seems uncomfortably out of piace..Emiho ICastro
reflects on the Salvation Today Conference: “Bangkoi_( is pieading not
for less salvation but for more salvation,” The secularizing of theology
which doninates current theological actiyity shifts authority from a
theology of the Word to a theology of experience. Action reports become
more infiuential than biblical exegesis, Liberation from political, eco-
nemic, and social oppression is given more emphasis than personal and

spiritual conversion. The mood is anti-supernatural and non-theological.

Secular means of participating in revolution are justified by the rightness

of the projected ends. _ ‘ -
Atpthe same time evangelicals are also in danger of being anti-

. theological by giving an unbalanced emphasis to experience. We believe

THEOQLOGICAL EDUCATION AND EVANGELIZATION G35

that biblical piety in terms of worship and the manifesting of the fruits of
the Spirit in holy living are fundamental to vital Christianity and
vigorous evangelism. But when experience is divorced from conviction
and theological nnderstanding, zeal in witnessing withers under the pres-
sure of opposition or becomes heretical under the pressure of personality
or ideological cultism, With the rise of liberal theology many evangeli-
cals retreated into a non-theological pietism, Today in the flush of the
charismatic movement there is a danger of experience in the Spirit blur-
ring conviction in the Word, Theologica! education must insure that
fruth and grace are held together. :

God’s instrument for world evangelization is the Church, As the
Body of Christ, it is a divine fellowship of believers called out for the
purpose of worship, witness, and service in the world. In the New Testa-
ment the ministry of teaching is given prominence in the life and witness
of the Church. Jesus Christ is portrayed as one who taught in the syn-
agogues, and who gave specialized training to his twelyve disciples, He
used a variety of teaching methods including exposition of Scripture,
debate, object lessons, and parables. Paul taught regularly in the syn-
agogues. In Ephesus he taught daily in the hall of Tyrannus for two years
(Acts 19:8-10). His letters indicate his skill as a teacher.

2. The Gospel is given of God .

The theology of world evangelization begins with the “givenness” of
divine revelation. Without God’s self-disclosure we'would have no Good
News to proclaim. Non-revelatory religions such as those of ancient
Greece and of the East are essentially man’s knowledge of himself and
his search for God. Biblical revelation is personal, fesus Christ being the
final Word of God. It is historical, God revealing himself in acts of sav-
ing history. It is verbal and propositional, God speaking through his
prophets and aposties. Histotic evangelical Christianity has always
believed the Bible to'be God’s inspired and infallible Word, a unigue
and entirely trustworthy record of God’s revelation. It is therefore our
objective authority in all matters of faith and conduct.

The Bible as revelation defines the limits of the content of the
Gospel, and as inspired of God its form is given to us. We cannot accept
the content of the Gospel and change its form without modifying the con-
tent. The present-day attempts to take the Gospel out of its essentially
Hebraic form and indigenize it into a seenlar or African or Aryan
cultural form results in changing its message, for in each case there are
religious presuppositions in these cultures which conflict with the bibli-
cal Gospel. Thus biblical revelation and inspiration guarantee the unity
and uniqueness of this one Gospel. S

A systematic understanding of the Gospel is possible because revela-
tion is rational, reflecting the personal and rational character of God.
Divine law is an expression of the non-contradictory nature of God. Man
created in the image of God has the capacity to “think God’s thoughts
after Him.” The cry of the Psalmist is for the knowledge and under-
standing of God’s law (Ps. 119:331.); and the prayer of Paul for the
churches is that they may grow in the knowledge and understanding of
God (Eph. 1: 17-19; Phil. 1:9-11; Col. 1:9-10). While the Gospel is final,
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our understanding of it is not. We depend on the Holy Spirit to renew out
minds and to.illuminate the truth of the inspired Word.

? el judges and renews culture .
> f:f?tfe gg:gel_ig ne\é;er proclaimed to men living in a vacuum. ;311 men
are conditioned by their cultures and hear the Gowe_i through their con-
ditibned minds. All have a philosophy of life even if they have never gon-
sclously articulated it All have grown to accept some ﬂSSl}lnpthnS' adout
the nature and existence of God, his. relatlonshl’p\ to thé world and to
man, the nature of suffering and evil, and zlabotsit llfﬂ. alftetrh;iceath and how
ieve it. All have adopted a personal and social ethic.
i acj‘l.,;elws;elfl, being madepin thcpimage of God, seek after God dnr{
therefore all religions and ideologies contain some truths of‘ _gc:n(e}rij
revelation (Rom,1-2). But all men as sinners are in rebellion against 0h
and his law, and as systems all religions and ideologies suppress the trut :
and create God in their own image, projecting their. own fomj_ oh
idolatrous worship. Man’s religion and culture have“(ieveloped t}_l_‘rouftg.
interaction. The Gospel judges ﬁli! gil;llturclail_d fulfills only those ele-
ents that are consistent with biblical revelation. L
mcn‘t’iézdégggéﬁ?xercfore, cannot be equated with any one c_ulnilre,, fo.r_
all cultures transmit human sinfulness. Where the Gospel has taken root,
some elements of culture will be r(@:jc:c:ted3 others r.ene\\‘f‘egl,_ and new. pat-
terns of culture will emerge. John F. Robinson writes, .T.he Cf}:lrwlstmn in
Africa should. bé in his particular culture ;]?e_ embodiment of _thols:i:
African values which are consonant with thé will of God,:.a‘nd he _shé)u f
expiess them in a distinctively Christian way. Only then will thé Bo_dylg
Christ in Africa have become the incarnation of the Gospel that God in-
tendéd it to be.” L LT 0
The proclamation and defense of the Gospel ~—
4. Tgsd%r ggfire-is.that allmen l£ saved and therefore all are G%Hﬂ’bli,e of
understariding thé Gospel. Tn its ¢ssence, the Gospel is very sip ; 80
that even a child may understand and believe. ‘We are commissioned t‘:)
preach the Gospel to all the world, trusting the Holy. Spl_r:tiéo _convtc ,
convince, and convert the hearer. From the youngest (o the o est we _air‘:;
called 1o bé witnesses. The dictum of Anselm, (,rc_:_dq m'.u?tell;g_um [
believe so that T may understand”™), still stands as the (1,ly§n¢:<:irder:. .
 Apélogetics as the defense of the Gospel is an essentjal & errll_t,‘ntt_;dn
the evangelistic task. The philosophies of men have to 'b_e e_'vaduaf((i:‘é
presuppositions which are contrary to_the Gospel laid ba.r:f_:,. a_nd a sd
doctrine and practice condemned. This will involve careful s__t:u_b.y dIl_d
teflaction. Our own understanding of the Gp,sp_e_:_l must first be sut j”?ﬁt'ed
to the light of the Word of God. The younger churches of tl_u;l _ il);
World may be just.as guilty of_c:g_l;u_ral accretions as the older C’(;rf t.s
of the West. Paul was astonished how quickly the churches of Galatia

ned (0 a different Gospel (Gal. 1:6-9). . "
tum?lfihé:?edif ;_f.ileat'ufa_l tén%éncy"towa'_rds the synthesis of biblical tl_.mug}l:,t
with hurh'an”philosqphy, The théo’l’o:gx_c:ai lissues dc‘lllnegi_te‘d 1L1t ?
Frankfurt and Whéat(_)"n_.Dec!ajrati_dns__pmglt to some (:)f. tzl_}vesta_isynt_. FS:%:
Catholic. sacramentalism harmonizes Aristotle and biblical theology;
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Protestant universalism reflects the influence of Kant and Hegel; syn-
cretistic theology in India points to the-influence of neo-platonism and
Vedanta philosophy, and so forth. - ' N .

We are called with Paul to both the proclamation of the Gospel and
the defense of- the Gospel. Few evangelical missionaries are engaged-in
this task of “pre-evangelism™ and Christian apologetics.  There is vir-
tually no appropriate literature being produced, with the consequence
that few from the educated or upper classes and few orthodox religionists
are being won- for Christ. These are the: leaders and policy makers of
modern society and such are needed in the churches,

3. The contextualization and communication of the Gospel
The current ecumenical catchword is the “contextualization” of the
Gospel. This term includes all that is implied in indigenization but also
takes into account “the process of secularity, technalogy, and the strug-
gle for human justice, which characterize the historical movement of na«
tions in the Third World.” Some educators mean by this that the cultural
and religious context, the soctal and political struggles, determine the
form and to some extent the content of the Gospel. This “situation”
theology relativizes the Gospel to each cultural milieu and leads to
theological syncretism. The advocates of this view assume a plurality of
Gospels in the New Testament (after Kasemann). They believe that God
is anonymously at work in all human structures and interprets salvation
in terms of humanization, ' D

- Evangelicals affirm that the structures of theological interpretation
can be indigenized but that the Gospel itself cannot be. Our task is one of
communication, In this sense Gadiel Isidro of Manila defines contex-
tualization as “the attempt to analyze the sityation and. then from an ab-
solute perspective of the Gospel make this absolute unchanging Gospel
speak with revelance to the néeds of Asia.” Communication, includes
research into the problem of language and translation,- analyzing the
changing patterns of culture and religion, and entering into the pain of
human suffering caused by political, social, and economic oppression.
Communication means personal involvement, discerning areas of
spiritual need as points of contact, areas of agreement as bridges of.com-
munication and clarifying biblical thought forms to insure transference
of meaning. It recognizes that the Holy Spirit isthe real agent of com-
munication, : .

- In order to construct a theology of evangelism we must systematize
doctrine arcund the goal of mission and evangelism. Each element of the
biblical Gospel must be given its full ernphasis but special attention will
be given to those doctrines that are rejected or misunderstood by partic-
ular religious cultures. For example, in a theology of evangelism in the
context of Hinduism, the doctrine of God is ultimately personal, moral,
and, as Creator, is crucial to the communication of the Gospel, Western
systematic theologies developed out of controversy - with Rome and
European philesophy are still revelant today in some cultural contexis
but not in others. : . -

‘The biblical concept of the kingdom of Geod is central to our under-
standing of worid evangelization as the. papers of Dr. Beyerhaus and
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others have shown, The Gospel of the kingdom is G_ood’News co_ngerr}mg
salvation in Christ. Salvation begins now through God s‘reconci’ling dclll 4
justifying act and will be completed with the resurrection of the Ot gé
and with the renewal of creation. In the person and work_of (.Jh.n;t ‘
kingdom has come; in the Church as the messianic commuiity, it lt)s ;lﬁg
visibly continued; and in the triumphal return of Christ it wﬂlhl ng }If
realized. In the Cross, the power of $atan was broken am‘i at the Nma
Dray it will be destroyed. The Church is the messenger of ;thIS Qon;i WS
to all the world, and is the agent of sacm} renewal preparing fort }f CDE"
ing of Christ as Judge and King, Thus, m_this Giospel age, ﬂ(ﬁ;ﬁ g'urc 8
primary task is world evangelization to biing back the King. f(} (;s evir;
now preparing the nations and creation for that Final Dray of Ju g:me
and Hope, - . : . :

®ART TWC: STRATEGY IN THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION A:ND
WORLD EVANGELIZATION .

 Objectives in theological education. : ] :
! G’l?}{:f;;isobjectives cﬁ‘ heological education: need tq be const?;ntly.
re-evaluated. - d : e t.b . pe.rson Cen.teréd . . |

ical education mus - o o
: ggz(z;oﬁgécé)remost it must be centered. in Jesus Chr1§t. fPl‘lOl‘lij musé
be-given to private and corporate 'wor§h1p, the devotional ‘fSF(lEihy. imm
meditation on the Word, and the practice of the presence o - ris i+
daily life. Secondly, it must be centered in the stusdlentlfmi_1 w tom tur?
training program exists; The student should have a voicein tle § fﬁfsm-
ing of courses and in the planning of the total progranm, for un £ss he s
dent is convinced -of the relevance ‘of materials st}ldled, motlva}?l e
learning will be weak, and the learning process is likely to stop \j\nt he
final examination, Inter-active stud){ materials ;uch as the programmed
instruction materials used in theological education by extensmn.cg.urstlzs,
insure a more effective student-centerefd learning ‘proeessl.. T 1112 ig,-’
theological education must be centered in 1nterwpcrs.onal re agiz s i
cluding fellowship within the group aqd witniess and dialogue fw1 fhos
outside it. Ddiscipleship training is training men and womnen c:irto theilz
To this end, care must be given to the stu‘dent‘faculty‘ ratio, and to heir
joint participation in the church’s worship, fellowshnp: wntr{i§s1ng, and
service in the community. The depth of pgrgonal relations E]1[)5163_ ,
Jished will determine the quality of the training received, T lf'o 0%1;:};112
education by private study is a poor substitute for the feflowship o
group.
ical education must be conteni-centered. )

?lﬁolj?bgilit;il doctrine of the “givenness” of revelation suggests t.hg}: a
knowledge of the content of the Gospel is all-important to ourfmmrli m)‘r-.
The study of the Bible as the Word of God must be the center o gu ur
riculum. However, biblical knowledge. in gbstract is of 53m1te lva” n
The devil could pass an examination in Blblt? content. Knowing ir1l
Seripture is never just conceptual knc.;vs‘rledge,‘ it is always f;ixpener:fn g
the truth. The knowledge of God is spiritual wisdom and un ?rsi'lcan i g
The relational knowledge of the truth also involves the use of the mind.
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Thus a content-centered theological education emphasizes the study of
theology — biblical, historical, systermiatic, apologetic, and culminating
in a theology of evangelism. Few training cénters have major courses on
the theology of evangelism, The development of such courses is urgently
needed today. . .o ; S

Theological edecation must be communication-centered.

The population explosion, the escalation of knowledge, the discov-
ery of new communication technology mean that unless new skills in
communication are acquired and used those who have never heard the
Gospel will multiply faster than those who have. Theological education
must not only give attention to pulpit homiletics and pastoral counseling,
but also to training in effective teaching methods, the ugé of traditional
media of communication (drama, art, music and litérary forms), and also
the skills of modern technology (radio, films, TV, cassette tapes). The
student must be taught to penetrate the secular media with the:Gospel.
Further, more emphasis needs to be given to the place of worship,

dialogue and debate, and “presence” in the effective communication of
the Gospel. ’ '

2. The integration of academic, spiritual and praciical in
theological education ' B

Theological educationis in crisis. The function of the Church in the
world is being questioned and the roles of the clergy and the laity are
being reevaluated. The complexity of modern society is a sign ofbath the
maturity and confusion of our age. Some theological schools ¢mphasize
the academic, others emphasize piety and devotional life, and others the
practice of evangelism or sogial involvement. All three areas of training
are pressing for new courses and more time, We are faced with the ques-
tion of how to maintain a balance between “knowing,” “being,” and
“doing”: and how to integrate these into an effective training program.
The following points are suggestéd for discussion. N

a. Tralping in community — Theological education is education of
the whole person in relation to God and in service of other persons. This
can only be achieved in community. Sueh communities should be
microcosms of the Church as the messianic community of the kingdom,
Worshiping, studying, living, eating, and witnessing together will reveal
areas of maturity and weakness in the lives of each student. Every student
should live in the dormitory or on campus ini the case of families for at
least one academic term, as a requirement for graduation. This must not
be lost sight of in extension education programs, though the period of
community living may be much shorter. Every facility should be given to
students to create their own fellowship and community life. '

Every theological teacher should have had pastoral and evangelistic
experience as a qualification for faculty service, Both teachers and local
pastors should share in the planning of the practical field assignments of
the students. The teacher is usually the student’s model for the inte-
gration of the academic, spiritual, and practical. Most of us were more
influenced by the lives of our teachers than by their classroom notes!

b. Controlling the standards of theological excellence — Theological
education is a ministry of the Church, and its objectives and standards
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must be controlled by it. To allow the professional theological experts to
determine their own goals and the increasingly secular universities to
determine curricula and academic standards is to endanger the doctrinal
purity, spiritual vitality, and practical relevance of the training program,
All of us know of theological schools of which this is sadly true. While a
upiversity-controlled degree program may still be important in some
cultures and church situations, the system of accreditation has much to
commend it, gspecially to those in the Third World. The dangers of
lowering standards and of inbred thinking can be avoided through
schools forming “clusters”™ or in the development of strong associations
of schools, and by close interacting with the universities through joint
participation in seminars, lecturs series, and in some casés joint hostels.
The system of accreditation of schools by an accrediting association’ as
distinet from university affiliation has the potential for greater inte-
gration of the academic, spiritual, and the practical. _ :

In an examination-conirolled system, the spiritual and practical
become of secondary importance, at least in the minds of the student.
More effective use of seminars and assigaments, essays and term papers
involving tutorial guidance, can insure greater inter-disciplinary reflec-
tion and the relating of theotogy to evangelism, church life, and to soci~
ety Regular self-evaluation guestionnaires can stimulate motivation for
integration, and if carefully prepared can give a high degree of objectivi-
ty in evaluating spiritual growth and the degree of achievement of com-
munication skills. Regular reports frofm teachers and pastors o the stu-
dent as a maturing person and on his field work, together with regular
counseling and discussion sessions, can also give an objective evaluation
of the areas of training other than those purely academic, Fach cultural
region must develop its own model for accreditation. This is also true for
theological education by extension programs.

¢. Flexibility of field education -~ In order to integrate the three
areas, a more flexible approach to ficld education is necessary, The
Jengthening of the traditional three-year course to four or more years s
desirable but not always possible. Most schools provide for practical
training concurrent with academic studies, through week-end ministry,
during long vacations, and through student pastorships. Further training
is possible through internships for a year prior to the final year of train-
ing or through a postgraduate “curacy” following training. Some schools
devote one term a year to training in specialized subjects such as in-
dustrial evangelism, sex and marriage counseling, youth work, and drug
addiction. While every student should receive a basic core training in
evangelism and pastoral care, both the classroom and field training
should provide for specialized vocational training such as chaplainey
ministries in hospitals, factories and schools, teaching ministry in Chris-
tian schools and theologica) institutions, Christian educational ministries
and social welfare work. Insufficient attention has been given to helping
students discern the gifts of the Spirit in their own lives. Opportunity for
specialized training in the functional ministries represented by these gifts
must be encouraged. . '
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3. ‘Restructurinyg the citrriculum design”™ - S
" The restructuring of the curriculim is a continual process. The
design inust correspond to the objectives. Theological institutions gefier-
ally give little attention to verbalizing their behavioral cbjectives, hericeé
the curricufim grows like a patchwork quilt. We suggest for discussion
four behiavioral objectives: = T T T T
©e i)y The student will become a maturé-person 1t Chirist and 'in
“C L “inter-persontal telationships, T o T R
© “(il) "The studeht will become an ‘éffective communicator of the
S T Gospel i the context of world evangelization. e
¥ (iif) ° The student will become skilled in ‘chuich planting,

o pastotal care, and in training others. - -
“U(iv)" Thé student will becortie a sensitive and résponsible partic-
' ipant in'thé various structures of society. " - o
“The curriculum should be désigned to maintain a balance between
the training of the mird to enable the student to cope in‘any situation,
and vocational training; between “formation” and “information’; be-
tween the reflective theologian and the active evangelist.” : :

* Four areas of study are suggested: © - : ’ .
(i) Exegetical studies; including ‘biblical lariguages and “in-
© troduction, book studies and exegesis, ‘biblical “theology

coo - andhefmeneutics” T e o T o AR

© @ Culture and sodiety; including cultural’ anthropology,

7 literature and the arts, philosophy, cultural religiots and
oo i'de_o_logies, man in’ community, 2 g
~ (iii) ~Applied theology, history and ethics, including the history
- of the expansion of the Church, missions and ecumenics,
the theology of the Church, apologétics, the theology of

_ évangelism, personal and social ethics:” 7~ © - °
(iv) Communication, including evangelism and church growth,
: education and administration in the church, pastoral coun-
seling, :commun_ica_tiorr: media, pedagogical training. '

4. New patterns of theological training o :
R evangelism is the mobilization of the whole Churchi in continuous
witness, then theological education is the training of ali “the people of
God” in the task of fulfilling the Great Commission: This is‘inherent in

the doetrine of “the priésthood of all believers.” R

We must continde to emphasize the importance of residential train-
ing. The traditional pattern of three-four years full-time traihing for the
evangelistic, parish, and mission ministries of the Churéh'needs consiant
renewal and'is crucial to the Church ‘as an’institution. The usé of vaca-
tional and one-year residential ¢ourses for Taymen is proving successful
and needs fuither éxpérimentation:‘Shart refresher courses for ministers
apd mi§.siona.ries are also valuable: Residéntial training offers the advan-
tage of {raining m community with bétter staffing and library facilities.
- New patterns of non-residential training are proving -increasingly
necessary and effective. Theological Education by Extension, pionéered
in Latin America and now spreading rapidly through Asia, Africa, and to
some degreé in the West, is & significant break-through in non-resideéntidl
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training. TEE offers a decentralized form of theological education in
which the teachers. conduct weekly or bi-weekly tutorial classes in sub-
centers for students continuing in their regular employment, Through the
use of inter-active study materials, audio-visual as well as written, stu-
dents are enabled to learn through setf-study, normally one hour a day
for each course, followed by the regular tutorial class for discussion. The
adeguate preparation of work books and “programmed instruction”
texts for each course and the training of faculty to use them is proving
crucial to the growth and success of the movement. In some countries
TEE is an extension of the seminary and in others of the mission or the
church, or it sfands as an autonomous movement with its own structure,

" TEE is being used for a wide range of training programs including
continuing education for pastors with little or no formal training, for
newly literate pastors in rural areas, for laymen ranging from the newly
literate to university graduates, as lay leaders in local churches and in
the establishing of new churches through house movements and cell
groups. TEE promises new dynamic in training many new leaders in
evangelism. Correspondence course schools have also a valid place in
non-residential training and in direct evangelism, provided there is ade-
guate follow-up of the students taking courses. :

" Another form of non-residential theological training is leadership
training for evangelism through cell groups. These. evangelistic groups
normally grow out of the local church and feed back into it. They should
be kept small with a balance between committed Christians and uncon-
verted neighbors, friends or work associates. These groups meet in
neuira) places such as homes, restaurants, offices, or in factories. They
are kept low-keyed and are based on the discussion of the issues of
medern living with the aid of prepared materials or. Bible studies. The
training of the committed Christians leading these groups is proving cru-
cial to the success of the movement. This must be done through special
classes or study groups. The Christ the Only. Way Movement in the
Philippines now has over 6,000 such training groups witnessing through
10,000 Lay Evangelistic Group Studies. The training of the cell group
leaders is a valid form of theological education requiring specialist staff,
teaching materials, and church-related promotion. :

5. Articulation of the theology of evangelization: _ _

The articulation of the theology of evangelization is an important
aspect of theological education, There is a serious dearth of in-depth
literature prepared for evangelism among specific groups-and cultures,
and also literature giving an evangelical response to apologetic, ethical,
and socio-political issues confronting the churches today. Such literature
is needed at all educational levels using the media of articies for the
press, magazines and journals, monographs and pamphlets, books, and
also scripts for radio, TV, and tape ministries.. S

Two areas of theological education that are catalysis for articulating
the Gospel are: T _ o

(i) Evangelical theological societies — as a forum for the. in-
terchange of ideas and views between evangelicals on current theological
issues.and as fellowships to articulate the biblical faith in the context of
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mission and evangelism, Evangelical Theological Societies have a sig-
nificant role in theological iraining. The potential for ETS at the local -
and national level is far greaier than is being realized at present. Existing
societies function through local and national study groups and annual
conferences, and through lectureship series and tape services. A newslet-
ter or journal is essential to the cohesion of the society. In some countries
the society is open to all clergy and laymen with a genuine theclogical
concern, in others it is limited to those with a specified theological
degree, It is essential that the ETS has a prepared publishing program.
« . (il) Centers for advanced theological studies — the need for a
worldwide chain of evangelical research centers for advanced theologi-
cal studies, each with a particular functional or socio-culiural emphasis,
is now being recognized as important to the task of worid evangelization.
The goals of these centers are similar to those of the more funciional ETS
except that they offer a deeper level of theological involvement through
full-time research, residential, library, and tutorial facilities. Some cen-
ters offer a postgraduate degree program, others a non-degree research
program with & view to .a publishing ministry, while others offer both.
The basic orientation of these centers is to articulate a biblical theology
of evangeiization and an evangelical apology.to contemporary theologi-
cal and cultural issues, and to undertake research in missions and com-
munications. The Tyndale House Library, Cambridge, England, has for
several years provided excellent facilities in biblical research. The Asian
Centre for Theological Studies and Missions in Seoul, Korea; the
Theological Research and Communication Institute in New Delhi and
Yeotmal, India; the proposed Theological Community in Buenos Aires,
Argentina, all point to the fulfillment of this need. Other centers in
Africa, Australasia, Europe, and North America are needed.

6. Cooperation through a neiwork. of relationships.

Evangelical leaders worldwide are in agreement that we do not-want
a pyramid-type power structure controlling evangelical activities. The
genius of our evangelical heritage is cooperation at grass-roots local and
national levels, principally along functional lines especially in evange-
lism. In terms of geographic cooperation, “Fellowships” rather than
“Couneils” characterize the pattern of evangelical cooperation.
However, congresses on evangelism such as those held at Berlin, Bogota,

Singapore, Amsterdam, and here at Lausanne point to the need for

cooperation at the cultural level of regions or continents. Evangelism,
missions, mass media, theological education, and relief are functional
areas where cooperation is proving. necessary, Here as elsewhere the
coordination structure must be kept small and low-keyed. This is.felt to
be particularly true in developments at the international level. Levels of
cooperation in the area of theological education include: :

(i) The national level — Cooperation at the national level has al-

" ready been discussed in terms of associations of theological schools, ac-

creditation associations, evangelical theological societies, associations
for theological education by extension, and cell group movements. These
function either as autoriomous structures or as the theological members
of nationai Evangelical Alliances or Fellowships. In some countries, par-
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ticularly in the Third World, there is serious overlap in theological
training and unnecessary wastage in the duplication of plant, staff, and
uneconomic programs. The merging of schools with like objectives is to
be strongly encouraged, ' :

(ii) The regional level — The development of regional theological
assoclations is an encouraging evidence of evangelical cooperation,
These associations provide a service, catalystic and coordinating minis-
try, in areas of mutual concern, In the Third World, the Asia Theological
Association (formerly known as TAP-Asia), the Latin American
Theological Fraternity, the Theological Commission of the Association
of BEvangelicals of Africa and Madagascar are effectively fulfilling this
role. Their goals are similar but there is considerable diversity in their
structures and programs. Affirmation of the biblical faith is the basis of
cooperation. Normally, membership in these associations does not
preclude membership in other regional or international structures. These
associations share information through newsletters, publish builetins,
sponsor consultations, new seminaries, and centers for advanced
theological research, Théy ericburage extension education, cell-group
movements, and Bible teaching ministries. The development of ac-
creditation agencies for Bible schools and colleges is likely to become a
significant aspect of their ministry in some regions. There is need for
further cooperation in the training of faculty both within their region and
overseas and exchange of faculty between colleges and in the sponsoring
of pedagogical courses for faculty. The improvement of libraries, the
preparation and publishing of textbooks for residential and non-residen-
tial programs are also urgently needed, The development of similar asso-
ciations in other areas of the world is to be encouraged.

(iii) The international level — An international theological service
agency is needed to share information between continents and to provide
such ministries as are requested by the regional associations. Such an
agency must be kept small so that the autonomy and the effective func-
tioning of the national and regional associations are not threatened. At
present the Theological Assistance Program of the World Evangelical
Fellowship is endeavoring to fill this role. Theological News and Pro-
gramming are its official organs. One of the functions of the international
agency should be to establish an Evangelical Theological Assistance
Fund to give financial assistance through the regional associations to
theological projects such as scholarships for faculty training, grants for

study conferences, textbook production, research programs and centers,
and the administration of the regional association. The Biblical Library
Fund is already functioning in one of these areas, The international fund
should seek to give assistance to those needs which are not at present
being met by other funding agencies but which evangelicals view as cru-
cial to the task of theological education and world evangeliization,

Questionnaire. _ : '
NB: If necessary, answer only those questions which are relevant to your

situation.
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1.

}Vha;;:ﬂact; should courses on the theology of world evangeliza-
i:on ave in any theological training program? Suggest goals
content, and structure, ’ ’
t[(,)lslzjnstir(ihscussbthe clurrent theological issues that you consider
ous obstacles to world izati 3
they boomou evangelization. How should
:}\I/hfg are ijhe theological and practical issues in communicating
Emeer (l)sgt)ethto men of other cultures and faiths? How would you
‘et the con  “indigenization” and * i
tion”}; cepts of “indigenization” and contextualiza-
What are the priorities in st i
n strengthenin : i 31
schools and seminaries? # 8 cangelical Bible
Discuss- areas of cooperation | i
peration in theological training (unio
. . n
sc%ools, training an.d exchange of faculty, accreditation, library
ia)n. textbooks, seminars and conferences, et¢.)
1&cuss strategies for the trainin Naity |
evangel it £ of the laity in world
'll;\_ffiluate the future of Theological Education by Extension.
1scuss the success and difficulties of schemes with which
have had contact. ' o
gvalua_‘te-‘ the fut.ure for Evangelical Theological Societies or
emmissions. Discuss the succéss and difficulties of such soci-
eties with which you have had contact.
.D;s}czs-s the qeec-i for centers for advanced theclogical studies
;nc ?dlng objectives, management and finance, and geographic’
C;;rfa s t}}ere also the need for one advanced international
S nter and, if 50, whgt would be its distinctive Function?
tuggest priorities in theological publishing in order to
:v;i]r;gaheri.thegog1cal education in the context of world
‘ elzation. Discuss the training of write idi
ng of pugpion. Di 4 rs and the subsidiz-
I‘rIO\&.F shmﬂd qtheo_logical education be financed? To what extent
can it be indigenized? Is there a need for a new world theologi-
V@é}l} fund, and how should it be financed and managed?
w gt dpatterns of‘coopf.ration_ in theological associations are
e efe at the locaf, regional and international levels? What is
etuture of TAP? Is there a need for a new world organization

or can the Wy icai .
Cevitaliony orld Evangelical Fellowship be strengthened or




