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FVANGELISM TO HIPPIES AND OTHER
SUB-CULTURE GROUPS REPORT

In discussing minisiry to “hippies” and other subcultures, we must first
consider the definitions of thése groups. A subculture could be those in-
volved ima “trip” of some sort, whether it be drugs, surfing, or any other
thing which possesses much of their time and interest. The groups which
we discussed dealt specifically with ministry to both the drug addict and
the so-called “freaks.” In this report we wish to share discussion about
one specific ministry which has been quite effective, to look at both. posi-
tive and negative methods in' this type of evangelism and to malke specific
recommendations to further enhance our resources in this field of minis-
tFy. ‘ .

We were privileged to have present the author of the paper, Mr. Ron

Munsira from the Metheriands, and he was able to provide tremendous

enlightenment on the subject because of his vast experience, Ministry to

these types of people requires a person with real commitment, love, and a

call from God to give all that he has so that these people may be won to

Christ. Mr. Munstra’s ministry began with a deep conviction and desire

to communicate the Gospel to the “freaks” in a park near his hoirie. He

would go to the park and begin sharing with these young people and in-

viting them to his home. As he invited them to his home, they saw inRon

a person who was concerned for them, who would listen tc them, and was

willing to get involved with them. As young people came to know Jesus as

Lotd, he found it necessary to begin a house-ministry which could take
these voung people who really wanted help from Jesus, and were willing

to submit to Christ. They would rent a house for approximately ten peo-

ple and would staff it with people called to this ministry. Through pes-

sonal contact in the parks and on the streets, they would share with peo-

ple that Jesus could set them free. Mr. Munstra has stressed the impor-
tance of accepting them as they are and personaily ministering to their

specific needs. When asked about the change frotn the old life to the new
life in Christ, and if there were hassles in giving up bad habits, Mr.
Munstra replied, “A person is a patient in a sense. When he comes into
the program he is treated until he is better and after that he must decide
personally what he must keep and what he must give up.”

Mr. Munstra brought with him a young man who was converted
through this ministry. The young man said that if they had told him that
he couldn’t smoke and couldn’t drink or other things which he was into
at the time of contact, he would have told them to forget it.

He was accepted and was led to Christ, and sometime afterward he
was sitting with a cigarette in his hands, thinking to himself, “If Jesus
were here, would he smoke this?” In his heart he knew the answer would
be “ne” and immediately asked Jesus to help him quit. There was a
definite emphasis on providing a proper atmosphere that functioned as a
real family. One member suggested that what they really desired was ac-
ceptance, security, success, love, spiritual answers for their needs, and
honesty. Ultimately, as they accepted Christ, they became members of
the family of God and received help for all six of these needs.
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