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EVANGELIZATION AMONG JEWS

Victor Smauatdja

Mr. Smadja, Jerusalem, Israel, is an elder of .
the Messianic Assembly in Jerusalem and a
leader of youth work in Israel.

Living in 1974 almost twenty-six years after the founding of the sjtatelof
Israel it would be difficult, if not impossible, to talk_ about sham}g the
good tidings of the Gospel with our kinsmen the Jewish people without
eclari hlicly: _ _
dwl?l%%ziuthe sfate of Israel is God's work through men even though
those men did not necessarily understand that they were mstruments in

b ' S‘ . .
GOdbS. h"I‘}ESt ,the state of Israel is a fulfiiment of the Old Testament
prophecies concerning the founding of a Jewish state in the latter days,'
and not merely the result of force of arms as hag__b;e_n_ ('313.!1116(1 by some;

¢. That the mistakes of Jewish leaders and péople will never alter the
purposes and promises of the Living God to the Jewish people, God
works in accordance with his plan and his faithfulness.

I want to further {imit this study to the situation since 1948, Not only
do we choose this date because it marks the inception of the state of
Israel as an independent nation, but there is also, trag;_ca]_ly,‘ a break in
the Jewish believer’s presence in the land of Israel. _Uni‘or_tunate‘ly,
because of the War of Independence in 1948 and 1949, almost all Jewish
beligvers left the country for a number of reasons, never to return; and
work among Jewish people had to begin anew ar'u:l afresh in Israel, So
there is the phenomenon of a new work in Israel since 1948, parttcularéy
among the immigration of a return home by Jewish people from a world-

ide dispersion. S ; .
N dﬁ/flth%ugh our basic approach to the subject of reaching our brethren
will be from our own national viewpoint, we believe that it will stlxll be
valid on a worldwide basis barring some specific problems peculiar to

ent state of Israel, - o
the P’lr'ii heritage which the Christian Church has bequeath(?d through
the centuries has been so frequently negative about‘t'he :lewlsh people,
and the difference between “Christianity” and true faith in Jesus Christ
has often been so great, that it is necessary to rethink the whole f'subject.of
evangelism concerning the Jewish people in general and. ¥srael it partic-
ular. Evangelism among the Jewis]h people calls for different methods

thos mong other peoples. _ ) '
jthaﬂ\glﬁ);isuisf {:oahardgto reaclkjl thfzt Jewish person for Christ in t‘l‘uf: ‘ﬂfst
place? There are many reasons. The tragedy of behavior of the “Chris-
tian” Church in the past is historical fact which cau_not bf: _erased, a]ong
with the hundreds of years of persecution and anti-semitism, and also
partly because most Jews look upon any person ‘?vho las_no‘t, a Jew (fr
Muslim as being “Christians.” Thus to become a ‘Christlan is to lose
one’s identity as a Jew. When the claims of the MeSS{ah are made py mis-
sions and churches, the Jew is asked, from his Jewish point of view, to
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become a non-Jew and to join one unit of a group which is-classified as

Christian: ' _
The Jew who thus accepts this concepi-is therefore outside the

mainstream of the Jewish context and virtdally denies his identity as a

~Jew. Unfortunately in the so-called Christian countries of the world the

Jews who have accepted Jesus as their Savior have often made the at-
lempt to forego their Jewish identity, and this places a further stumbling
block before their fellow Jews who might otherwise be open to the
Gospel of our Messiah, We cannot emphasize enough the tragedy of this
phenomenon, and éarnestly urge our believing Jewish brothers to
rediscover their identity in Christ. On the other hand, it is necessary to
remember that God entered into a covenant with Abraham and his seed
Jorever, and that this covenant is the basis of his dealings with Israel,
‘God’s covenant with Abraham was and is an unconditional covenant
emanating purely from his love, and resting firmly upon his faithfulness
for its fulfillment. As such, God’s covenant cannot be broken.-

We who are Jewish people and believe in Tesus Christ recognize in
him our own Messiah who came to seek the “lost sheep of Israel,” Having
believed in Jesus, we remain Jews. We have not become “Christian™ (the
name given to the Gentile idol worshipers in Antioch who embraced
faith in Jesus as their Savior). Instead we belong to the root of the olive
tree while the Gentile believers have been grafted into the tree which is
Isracl. Unless we understand and declare that we do not introduce some-
thing foreign to the faith of Moses and the prophets of the Old Testament
we become destroyers of the Jewish nation who are worse than Hitler
who murdered our fathers and mothers, our husbands and wives, our
sons and daughters. It is necessary to restore the Jewishness of Jesus and
to put him back into a Jewish framework.

Our faith is in the Messiah of the New Testament. It is not in the
fathers of the Church who each in his own. way stood against the first
Jewish church in Jerusalem. It is not the faith of the leaders of the Protes-
tant Reformation as, for example, Luther who became an anti-semite in
his latter days. Nor is it the faith of the manifold denominations of the
present-day Protestant Church. Our unity with Gentile believers is in
Jesus Christ — the body consisting of both Jews and Gentiles. It is not in
a theology which is so often Hellenistic .in nature. Of course, we all
readily recognize the spiritual bond among all believérs in the body of
the Messiah. There is a oneness of all believers regardless of who they
are. But does it stop there? Do we overlook the ethnic identity of
believers to say that ethnic identity is not nécessary? On the contrary,
missions and-evangelism to other cultures generally pay careful attention
to the cultures in which they have fo operate. But what happens when
evangelism or missions preach to Jewish people? We have a curious
phentomenon of evangelism that if Jewish people believe in Christ, then
they are no longer called Jews but Christians! I do not want to become
too involved with the doctrine of the church, but I am raising an urgent
plea that we once again come back to our New Testament to see if we
have overlooked some basic considerations regarding the believer in
Christ. When we look to the Scriptures and the brief report of the first
group of Jewish believers in Jerusalem, we find men who retained their
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Jewish identity and from that point of reference declared the Messiah-
ship of Jesus to their fellow Jews, With the passing of time the number. of
Gentile believers far outstripped the number of Jewish believers, Subse-
guently the Gentile leaders of the church took offense at the Jewish tradi-
tions of our forefathers. Changes took place because they desired to sepa-
rate the church from the Jewish people. Why, for example, do we
celebrate the erucifixion of our Lord on the Friday before Easter instead
of on Passover eve? Is there any place in the New Testament where a Jew,
though a believer in Jesus as Savior, should give up his ethnic identity?
Mo. Instead, I find that every one of the New Testament writers, with the
possible exception of Luke, were Jewish, Even Paul, though suspect by
Jewish scholars today, affirmed again and again as to who were his kins-
men. Paul also makes the profound statement, as a believer in Jesus ghe
Messiah,” ...for | am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe
of Benjamin’ (Rom. 11:1). Therefore, for the sake of evangelisrp among
Jewish people and especially in Israel, we must reassess again this matter
of the role of ethrnic ties of the Jewish believer to his people.

The national fellowship of Israeli believers .

Now, alongside the missions; etc., we are also seeing the growing
presence of a national fellowship of Jewish believers and Arab Christians
in the land of Israel. We are organized in groups called assemblies but
we have no organic tie with any denomination. These assemblies are
found in Jerusalem, Haifa, Tel Aviv, and Beer Sheva. We also have one
group of Arab Christians in Nazareth in fellowship with us, recognizing
us as being Jewish believers. S . ) .

As Jewish believers, we are called Messianic Jews. One of Israel’s
most popular dictionaries, Even Shoshan, defines Messianic Jews as j_‘a
sect of Jews who have declared themselves as fews in their nationality
and for their faithfulness to.the State of Israel, and as Christians in their
religious expression.” By “Christian” we mean an expression of our par-
ticular Messianic faith in Jesus as Redeemer and his atonement for sin, as
well as our hope for oneness with God some day because of our falt'h aqd
trust in him. The Messianic Jews are a dwelling presence, witnessing in
the land of Israel today. : :

The assemblies of Jewish beligvers provide the nucleus for {ellow-
ship. There is a growing consciousness for a worship pattern that will fit
into the Jewish context. Since we live in Israel, and since the seventh day
{Shabbat) is the day Israel sets apart for worship, the Messianic Jews also
worship on this day. While our hymnal contains the standard hymns sung
in the Christian West among evangelicals, we are including a new hymnal
reflecting more Jewish life. We sing the Psalms in a Jewish idiom, In a@—
dition, since Israel follows the Jewish year caiendar, we also seck to fit
into it, but at the same time we try to provide the redemptive fulfillment
in each of the feasts and holidays. These feasts that we observe become a
testimony to the nation that we certainly are Jews and tl'lat we also
remember our history. But at the same time there is also a witness of the
fulfiliment that Yeshua is the Messiah of the nation of Israel.

Therefore, we see immediately the distinctive problem of the work
of the missions and the denominational churches in trying to bring
Jewish people into worship patterns that reflect the Gentile Christian
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West. At the same time, one can also recognize that it is much easier to
bring an interested Jewish person into the assembly of Jewish believers,
There will be a natural bridge for the Jewish person to cross over to find
his redemption. Accordingly, one can raise a very serious question as to
whether missions, each as a ynilateral fotce, have any longer & place in
the land of Israel. This does vnor mean that there is no piace for Gentile
Christians with distinctive talents who ¢ome and work with the nationa)
fellowship of believers under its leadership and guidance. We welcome
those who come and help in this way. : '

We insist that we are ne? raising any barrier’s between Gentile Chris-
tiang and Jewish believers; we are merely emphasizing the best possible
method of trying to reach our people in Israel, We are aware of the prob-
lems that have arisen between the missions and national churches in
other areas. Israel presenis an even greater problem because of all that
has gone o1 in the past between the church and the Jewish people, Mow
that there is a national fellowship of believers, a greater credence can be
given to the force that can be unleashed through the providential work of
God in the jand of Israel, so that there can be the riches of fulfillment for
{sraelis who will helieve.

Possibilities of evangelism

Traditionally, Yews arc not open to the Gospel, for the reasons given
above. There are, though, increasing numbers of Jews who are or would
be open to the Gospel,both i Tsrael and in the vest of the world, For in-
stance, many immigrants from Russia have strong messianic convictions,
yet they know very little of Seripture. Many of these persons have come
to Israel secking because they feel that there is still something missing in
their lives. We know what that missing something is!.

Before we explore the positive side of Jewish evangelization, there
are 2 number of negative aspects which should be considered, both in
Israeli and in world Jewish evangelization. The usual conception of pass-
ing out tracts on street corners and coaducting street corner meetings is
resented, and in many cases is forbidden by law in Israel: This does not
mean that evangelism is too cramped or restricted. It just means that we
need to be familiar with the ways that will work. We need to be open to
the Lord’s guidance to other ways that will becoine possible. Evangelism
is never a static procedure, and the Spirit of God both creates new sitya-
tions and shows us new opportunities, : B

As mentioned before, the antagonism which exists between Istael
and the church is a haid fact of history. Theological differences between
various-groups of Christians are not understood by most Jewish people.
Most Jews do not understand the question of the Trinity, and this is a
stumbling stone for them. It also does no good for the so-calied evangeli-
cal church to try'to explain the difference between the different churches
and then wash their hands of the whole matter. The Jews must-see a truly
repentant and believing life in Jesus in the life of the believer. -

The state of Israel has a sentimental appeal to denominations and
sects of every description. Israel has become to them a dumping place,
This condition is all very confusifig to the Jews in Israél and also to the
many thousands of Jews who come just to visit in Israel.
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On the positive side T want to present an aspect that has come aboyt
as we have searched our souls in this matter of communicating our faith,
It has become very evident to all of us that if we wanted our people to he
interested in the claims of Jesus the Messiah, a biblical repentance would
not come merely by arguing the relative merits of Judaism vis-g-vis the
beliefs of Jewish believers in Jesus in a general way, neither would a re-
pentance come merely by discussing the identity of Jesus as the Messiah,
ete. The dominant note in our studies seemed to be the necessity of call-
ing our people to the consciousness of sins, and the conviction that without
the emphasis on this need, one will not be able to help our people to see
JYesus as the atonement for sin, Frankly, we feel that we need to work on
the common ground with which our people are familiar, namely, the
Law. :

Let us earnestly seek to get this common ground when we present
Christ to the Jewish people. Otherwise they cannot hear what we are say-
ing, and our efforts to reach them are wasted. We need to stop declaring
that the Jews crucified Jesus, and instead declare with Peter that vour sin
and mine caused Jesus to be crucified. We need to declare that what
Jesus says is not new, but that he spoke to the lost sheep of Israel. Jesus is
coining to reign in Jerusalem over a Jewish nation which will gladly re-
ceive him. Let us use the necessity of repentance as our Jjumping.off
place. Let us bring the Jew under the influence of the Law (which is a

schoolmaster whose purpose is to bring us to Christ), There they can see
the holiness of God and their personal sinfulness. Only then will they be
in a position to realize the necessity of a way of forgiveness and thus the
necessity of the Messiah and Savior. If the Church of Christ does not dis-
cover its proper relationship to Israel and change its attitude, it will con-
tinue to lose opportunity to witness to Israel. God has a very specific
message for Israel in these days — a message which will prepare Israel
for the revelation of her Messiah. The Lord wants us to proclaim this
message, He wants to work through us if we are ready and willing to be,
used. Brokenness is the way of usefulness in the sight of our Lord.

Opportunities for evangelism

1 would like to point out what is being done here in Israel and how
we hope to implement new approaches which God makes possible.

a, Literature — We plan for the translation and printing. of ap-
propriate Christian books in which we feel our people will be interested.
As recently as ten years ago, we had practically no books or Bible study
helps available to our people in Hebrew as compared to the many thou-
sands of books available to believers in the Western countries. We have
therefore translated and printed books on biblical subjects in Modern
Hebrew. We now have approximately thirty titles completed such as
Billy Graham’'s Peace With God; David Wilkerson's The Cross and
Switchblade; Francis Schaeffer’s The God Who {s There; Cortrie ten
Boom’s A Prisoner and Yet; as well as a number of books from the Living
Bible, :

Although some bookstores are willing to carry some of our titles, we
have found that the best way for us to accomplish our distribution is
through teams of young people. They are given minimal training in ap-
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proach o fewish people, with the main emphasis on selling these bhooks
on a door-to-door basis, Many thousands of books have beer sold in this
way. Many times these young people have oppormnily (o share their faith
and testimonies. :

We are interested also in other phases of literature as well. We are
planning a fGrst printing of the Voice of Messionic Judaigm: aimed at
reaching the intellectual Jew, We are choosing or writing appropriate ar-
ticles which are 1o appeal to and chalienge Jewish thinking people
regarding biblical truths and the claims of jesus the Messiah.

b, Radio evangelisrm — We have been using the shortwave facilities of
Trans World Radio, advertising these programs through distribution of
ieaflets with an offer of correspondence courses for the past five years.
The shortwave signal was narrowed to cover only a portion of the Mid-
dle Bast, and our coverage was also lmited since very few persons listen
to shortwave, even though we advertised the programs widely. We came
to the conclusion that we have to maake all of our efforts'to beam the
Gospel on medium wave transmission, since we bave so few belicvers
who are able to prepare the radio programs. Our vision is enfarged now
as we see the new waves of immigration from Hussia and seek to prepare
messages in the Russian fanguage. 1t will not be superfluous to use the
new facilities of Trans World Radio from Cyprus in English to develop
and expand the possibilities in this language also, since a large segment
of the population in the Middie East speaks this language in addition to
its own. .

c. Youth work and voung couples’ meetings -~ About every six weeks
we have a general fetlowship meeting for young people in Israel, The
meetings are located in different places soas to insure that al} the coun-
try's youth can come at one tme of another. At these fellowship meetings
the young Jewish and Arab helieyers can come together, and unsaved
Jews and Arabs can be invited to hear the Gospel and io make a profes-
sion of fzith. At least once a year the youth mesting is pianned with young
couples in mind. During the young couples” meetings problems of being a
family of believers in Tsrael can be dealt with.

Usually in July or August, we &y to-rent a camp site at the Sea of
Galilee or at the Mediterranean for a week of camping in connection
with the youth meetings. We find that such camps are an excelient time of
oppostunity to belp our young people. But this is also a good time to
reach unsaved youth. Decisions for the Lord have been made in these
camp meetings in both salvation and ihe dedication of lives. But our big
problem from year to year is to find camp sites that are willing to recgive
us or accept us because of our large nambers of seventy to ninety persons.

We are planning for the future, God willing, a center for camps and
conferenices so that we may continue the above activities on a more pei-
maqent basis. In this connection we are praying for a believing Jewish
couple from either Burope of Morth: America ‘who are trained
specifically in camp and youth work and would be willing to immigrate
to Isracl as Jews, making this project their tife’s work.

The local assembly of Jerusalem holds a day camp for one month in
July for the children of believers, when we endeavor to reach our own
children with the message of the Gospel. By having them for at least one
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