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Sacramental churches suffer from nominalism to a larg{: extent, bll:t
the particular problem of many people vyhp by their .all'e%il'agce toetoer:
sacraments suppose themselves to be Christians, is their in 1f glfr‘lct
hostility to the Gospel that seemingly denies the Lordship 01 r1lsd be

One part of the group felt 'stron.gly that the Gospel cou >
preached and Christian fellowship enjoyed without reference to he
divisiveness of the historical doctrinal debates that often pmvu.iel't ei
nominal and sacramental churches with a place to hide from the biblica

spel. _ .
'(I:I:r E?epconsensus of opinion in our strategy group was that evangelism must
ht of in terms of groups. '
e th}?;*giicipams, numberi%lg agout 20, were first asked to think ﬁbmﬁ a
particular group that they would like to reach for Jesus Christ, then de-
i up. ‘
“ ibgl.tél[it ﬁ:";ef” the group moved to inflividufflily thinl'cmg abouthtpe
most important things to consider in.reachmg :heu‘ group for Jesus Christ
these considerations were imjportant. : _ o
e ggzed on the participant’s understanding of the people he dc_scrlbc?d
and on his understanding of the individual's own sglf, the question was
asked, “What action do you believe would be effective in reaching these
v : _ _
peopllre;'thinkiﬁg about evangelism, it was pointed.out that too ofter:c
Christians as evangelizers go into an area or town \ylth the -1¢‘i.ea o
evangelizing the whole area and everyone in it, without giving conmdetr)a—
tion to the various groups in that arle(:ia. 1t was noted that there are proba-
four million groups in the world. S :
by gtllong this ligne apBib]e study group on every corner gf Pasaden_;la,
Calif., may not be “the way” to evangelize Pasadena, according to one i -
luStr?’tal:')tri]c':ipants were advised to first, know their sellected group, ihe;
find the key - as a result of study — that will most quickly, easily unloc
the door to reaching that group of people W}th the Gospe!l of Jlasulehrizt.
Each participant was encouraged to think about evangc;hsr.n, includ-
ing strategy, to consider and find God’s strategy for evang_el;sm, to %'e(:(l)lg;
nize the authority of God’s Word and arrive at a definition of wha
“gyangelism” is; to find the people whom God wants to reac.h; t(;.- d:jat:,ﬁ-;
mine what they (the selected group) know about tl'.lelGospel, to m_h h
change agents in the group; to find and‘utlhze mdlv'lduais and met ods
within as a possible force for evangelism; to cqnmder and determine
goals; and to plan from possible outcomes to action.
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Occultism . is “in.” Leading magazines give prominent space to the
different manifestations of occultism. The film industry has discovered it
a5 the new theme promising flourishing business. What in the past has
been a silent powerful undercurrent has become the openly propagated
religion of our day. The occult supernatural is fascinating, especially to
the youngér generation. Wherever a missionary goes today, he is face to
face with occult powers and practices. When he counsels young people he
will find that many of them have been entangled with spiritism and Asian
religions. When he works in.a rural areahe will discover the oceult back-
ground of not a few customs and traditions. When we take Christ to the
sophisticated and to the masses of the big cities we face an encounter with
intellectualism and secularistic thinking on one side, and belief in for-
tune-telling, astrology, magical healing, and superstition on the other
side — g strange paradox! : : .

Working for many years in a Muslim country, I have come to. the
conclusion that the power of Istam does not lie in its dogma and prac-
tices, nor in the antithesis of the Trinity, against the Lordship of Christ
and his redeeming death, but in the occult practices of its leaders, thus
holding sway over their people. Those working in a Buddhist or Hindu
culture also know the direct encounter with occultism, just as do those
who proclaim Christ among the old and newly emerging forms of syn-
cretistic Christian spiritism. Paul wrote, “We are not contending against
flesh and blood ..,” (Eph. 6:12; ¢f., Rev. 12:9.12). )

How do we deal with people who have been engaged in occultism? Is
aspecial deliverance ministry necessary? Dooes not faith-in Christ and the
regenerating work of the Holy Spirit set a person entirely free? How .do
we know that people are bound by occultism or are even demon-pos-
sessed? Do we have to rediscover exorcism of 01d? These are some of the
questions this paper tries.to answer, not in the way of drawing from a
large bibliography, but. rather from the range of practical experiences
and personal research, _

1. The way into bondage: the various Jorms of occultism
First, we have to uncover the practices of occultism and to under-
stand its. various manifestations, thus painting-the dark background for
the deliverance ministry. We can trace back the different forms of oc-
cultism to the essence of the first temptation with which Adam and Eve
were confronted, “God knows that when you eat of the fruit of the tree,
your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil” (Gen. 3:5). Thus man’s thirst for power and knowledge was stirred,
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tempted, and finally captured. All forms and manifestations of occultism
except for those of an objective character are born out of this desire for
power and knowledge, We can therefore divide occultism into two areas.

a, Occultism relating to man’s desire for power, Bringing into focus the
different manifestations of occultism relating to man’s desire for power
we are speaking first about the occult ways to exercise power over peo-
ple. In many countries, not only in Asia and Africa, men in leading posi-
tions in business, politics, and in the armed: forces are regularly advised
by modern or old-fashioned sorcerers. They are taught how to defend
themselves and how to succeed in their position by using magic sayings
(mantera). These might involve casting spells, visiting graves of ances-
tars and past heroes, fulfilling occult rites at certain days, hours, and
nights, requesting power and wealth at certain famous places of nature,
and giving over in return to the evil power one member of the family.

In order to carry out revenge, a piece of cloth from the enemy, or
some hairs, or a photo, or the soil of his footprinis is secured and used to
aitack him from a distance. Men in powerful religious positions often at-
tack the messenger of the Gospel and his family, trying to bring
sicknesses and calamities upon them. Here the messenger has to take his
position according to Eph. 6:16-17, and place his family under the power
of the Blood of Christ, especially If he encounters oceult powers,

There is another field where occult powers are exercised: love and
sex. The means vary from country io country: flowers, special food, the
blowing of cigarette smoke into a person’s face accompanied by a magi-
cal saying, or the awful practice of calling a woman from a distance in an
occult way, drawing her against her will into the house and using her for
sexual intercourse,

Because they play an important part in the exetcising of occult
powers we have to explain the use and function of “fetishes”; objects
charged with magical power, used for protection, healing, and occult at-
tack. The words “amulet” and “talisman” are usually used in the context
of protection, whereas the word fetish is used for all three purposes,
Days, numbers, and signs can also function as fetishes. S

Fetishes have been used from early days. They vary in form and
quality according to their cultural surroundings and age. Heré special
studies have to be carried out to uncover the different forms -and usages
of fetishes in connection with childbirth, bringing up of c¢hildren, initia-
tion rites, marriage, sickness, death, building and moving of houses, trav-
eling, 'war, thievery, and other crisis situations in life. The fetishes may
take the form of plants, wood, roots, stones, needles, knives, old swords,
belts, cloths, jewelry, rings, precious stones, a talisman in the car, the

number 12a in the hotel, days of fortune or misfortune, special pieces of
one’s heritage, etc. : ' Co R

Where does the magic power hide? in'the wood? the stone? the belt?
The power is not in the fetish but behind it. Fearing, trusting, or using the

fetish gives the power of darkness (Eph. 6:12)-an opportunity to inter--

vene in human lives and situations. Believing in something outside God
opens the door for the principalities and powers of the prince of this
world to manifest themselves in giving protection, help, success, and
unusual power in a supernatural way. As faith in the living God through
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Je§u§ Qhrlst unlocks the resources of the kingdom of God, so trusting in a
;‘Jr1m1.t1ve. or modern feti§h_ invites the intervention of the powers of the
satanic kmgdqm. There is no difference between a Christian fetish lik
Fages of the Bible, crosses, and relics, and Animistic, Hindu, and Muslinﬁ
et}s‘hes. Many Cbrlstlaps are in occult bondage through ﬁsi’ng Christian
fet;sl;fs c;il Cl}lflsltc;an mixed with heathen fetishes. :
nother field of man’s desire to recetve or i i
occult healing which takes the form of back oreviz?:; i‘:agggcwe';lllseﬁg?érzf
the_re are also some forms of medical treatment that border c;n the o'couit’
which have to be mentioned here. The primitive medicine man and the
{ggre advanced and sophisticated healer who use black magic have one
k gl?fl ;n éz?;ﬁ;t;.n’ill;lzydis& la :?i(;rmula of healling which has.to be applied
‘ . i » demons, or evil spiri -usi i
mgs, the patient has to undergo a certain treagqelrt:?i bf)(]nl:1 Silnns%a[r?;g lt?assaty-
swallow strange drinks containing ashes of burned ’animals roots, a :i)
plants at certain hours in the night, or has to sacrifice certain a,m' 1s 0
use old and modern fetishes. . malsand
The way white magic operates is not different in essen
pz:}ds on e; form uia., l?ut one clothed in Christian clothes. It izéittﬁ?&g:é
gecsons (;: the Trinity in a prayer whilch_ is actually a magic saying
ause-{ ¢ prayer has to be-said always in the same way to be effective
Often the Chr1s}1an” healer goes on whispering old Egypti'an' or Arabic:,
mantera. Then his strange treatment has to be followed rigidly too, onl
111t may take on a ‘fChristian".note like burning incense at certaiﬁ day’s ang
ours, It goes without saying that white magic deceives many people
They suffer the same effects as those treated by black magic. e
en'ooﬁcull't hc?almg often only sh‘ifts or transfers the sickness. Some m'ay
N y yf }::a Ing; psyche may experience detrimental sufferings. One mem-
'erk o 'IEh? family may be h:ealed ai the expense of another member getting
sick. This happens often in the family of the occult healer himself. In
some parts of the world it is the custom also to transfer the sickness tc
corpse or a dying person. ' : o
_ Hypnosis has to be. mentioned here because its use Ihee 5
érlrlnpegl carefuli.y. According to Dr. Lechler, a welLrespecg:dt(C)}zfnf;n
ristian psychiatrist, the use of hypnosis can only be justified in diag-
nhoms. But many doctors and psychiatrists are using hypnosis also.in
t }frapy. Here should be heard the warning voice of Dr. Paul Tournier
who states that every form of hypnosis is an invasion into the personalit
;31_1:‘ -man. _The negative effects have to be considered serib'usiy. as well 'ag
f € positive. ()_bvmgsly, the person. using hypnosis constitutes the
¢ t::_cz.swe f'act‘or. If he is a healer or charmer, hypnosis opens the door for
deer lliﬁz?:tm of occult.powers. Eyq diagnosis is also a case on the bor-
a A ween occultism and medlc.al diagnosis. This is not the place to
iscuss t e'd_lffcren.t systems of eye-diagnosis and to-what extent sickness
affects the iris, but it has to be stated clearly that eye-diagnosis enters the
??ld‘ of occultism if to the diagnosis of a sickness a word about the future
tia : .xls; iclilier:i; ethus,‘ eye-diagnosis becomes occult fortune-telling where
medium_isticalli.c is not used any longer medically but rather
We should not leave the field of occult héaling without marking

clearly the characteristics of divine healing. First, the prayer of faith does
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epend on a formula, its sentences do not carry a magic power, but
zx?et gnixpression of faiih touching God on 1he-ground of Jesus’ finished
work of redemption. Second, the prayer of faith does not de_pend on a
certain manner; I may pray with laying hangls_ on the sick person or W}th«
out doing so. I may use the ancinting with oil, I-m.ay kneel at the bedmdg,
or pray from far distance. I may follow the advice of Paul and suggest
some medical treatment accompanied by prayer. In every way, I am on
scriptural ground (Mark 16:17-18; Jas. S;;lf), etc.). Obvlously, applymg
these different ways of praying for the sick needs to be done w1sel_y in the
context of the situation and environment of the sick person. Third, the
prayer of faith is carried out in the Name of Jesus. Thus it turns the eyes
of the sick person from the Lord’s servant io the Lord hnm'seif. The ser-
vant knows he is nothing, the presence of the risen Lort.:i everythmg.
Mark 16:17-18 challenges every believer to become God's Instrument in
the ministry of divine healing. I Cor.12: 9 teaches that the Holy Spirit
equips certain members ‘of the Body of Christ with the gifts of heagu}g.
Thus they are especially set aside for the ministry to the sick. In ml.n‘ls-
tering to the sick it i necessary to understand the ba_ck_‘ground of the.sn,k;
ness: Is it 4 means to see God’s power and glory rgvea_{ed (John 9:1,3)’
Has it to do with sin and judgment (John 9:2)7 Is it'God_ § way of dealing
with ‘his servants, a hidden way of grice? See II Cor. 12:7-9; Num.
12:10-15; Luke 1:200, = o
It hasiecome clear that oecultism relating to map’s desnyg for powet
consfitutes a large field which has to be explored in its specific forms of
cultural environment in order to help the Lord’s servant to understand
the hidden ‘occult ties often binding Christians and inquirers. _I_n the
following we Have'to survey the different forms of OCCUltISf‘l:’] relating to
n’s desire for knowledge, : e
maulﬁ.d()icultism relai‘ing'gto man’s desire for knowledge. Man wants tc?
know if he can communicate with the dead. Spiritism is born. Man want}
to know if he can trust his feelings. Hyperaesthesio and telqpathy are
born. Man wants to know if he can interpret mysterious happenmg; pf the
piesent and understand coming events of the future. Fortune-te]ling is
born: ' C . o
=i} Spiritism ~ 1t is probably not'exaggcralte‘d to say !.izat-.thc.majtlmty
of the world’s population is engaged in some Kind of spiritism, gilrect y or
indirectly. Practicing actively different forms of spiritism, like taklﬁg
part in spiritistic circles or-even services, receiving messages from the
dead through table-lifting; glass-moving, automatic writings, gp_egi_qng. in
trance, materializations, ete would be _termed as d_:reqt spiritistic in-
volvement, Whereas obsérvance of cultural, national t_riba] and family
traditions ‘often results in an 'indi‘r'ectuqcoqscnou'_s mvolyemer_lt., no lpss
dangerous in itseffects. fn Hinduism, Bu(_idhism ,'-'Islarr;_, and Cl‘{:ristlanlty,
including Roman’' Catholicism, spiritistic practices play an important
role and cause millions of their followers to suffer the effects of suc]} in-
volvement, Therefore, we have to discover and uncover these many
different manifestations of spiritism, explore them in the light of the Bi-
Ble, and fotus them with their key words ar}d practices .?1‘3,3?1)('1'?_,0;"
preaching ministry. The following list of manifestations of spiritism is by
no means complete but should serve ds a stimulus fox_"-tjurth:er _rese:a__rch.

EVANGELIZATION AMONG OCCULTISTS AND SPIRITISTS 489

Spiritism in the modern world - Many spiritistic circles exist, The
spirits of famous dead people are catied upon, often in the Christian way
of prayer. The spirits manifest themselves through a person who is func-
tioning as a medium and who has often been put into a trance by hyp-
nosis, The spirits may also manifest themselves through moveable things,
like a drinking glass moving from one letter to another on an alphabet
spread upon the table.. The same manifestation in a different form is
found in Indonesia when students, wanting to know the questions and
problems of the coming examination, make a human puppet, form a cir-
cle around it, and ask the spirits to answer their questions by the move-
ments of the puppet. Others expect the spirit to answer their questions by
awtomatic writing on the blackboard. And, in fact, the chalk really moves
mysteriously. Certain practices of Freemasonty are definitely spiritism.
The modern Umbanda and Macumba cults in South -America are a
rebirth of spiritisi in the special cultural environment. The relationship
between spiritism and the modern drug culture still needs to be exam-
ined. The openness of modern youth to the mystical and supernatural
realm gives spiritism another disastrous opportunity. Spiritistic practices
often lead to demon possession, from the mild form of taking hold of cer-
tain areas of the human personality (like a spirit of hatred, lust, lying, or
anger) to the terrible forms of total possession.

Spiritism In cultural and family traditions — The fear of evil spirits
and hope of help and protection from ancestors have created many
customs, not only in primitive animism but also in the more sophisticated
Asian, African, Latin American, and European societies, Here are some

examples from Indonesia. The newborn child is given the name of a
famous ancestor in the belief that the spirit of the ancestor will protect
and help the child all through life. The ancestor may appear later in
crisis situations of life. A young couple have to eat a specially prepared
meal dedicated to certain spirits the day before marriage. Peopie visit the
graves in crisis situations of life to pray to the dead. The graves are
visited also at certain days, not Lo pay respect to the dead ot honor them,
but to establish contact for help. Or they fellowship with them as in the
Chinese family-meal at the graveside. A Muslim family would invite
their neighbors for a “Selamatan” (a meal of thanksgiving or in connec-
tion with the passing away of a member of the family). The food would be
specially dedicated to the spirits before everybody participates,

Spiritism in world religions — Praying for and to the dead is practic-
ed widely by Muslims, Hindus, and often Christians also. The Muslim
family holds a special gathering for a dead family member on the third,
seventh, fortieth, seventieth, and one hundredth evenings after death.
This practice is continued by many Christians in Indonesia, but serving
the spirit of the dead in a Christian way. The distinction Catholic theolo-
gy makes between honoring dead saints and praying to them does not ex-
ist in practice. Thus many Catholics enter into spiritism, especially
through the Mary cult. Hinduism with its teaching of reincarnation of the
soul is also an expression of spiritism. The teaching of Islam differen-
tiates between man, angels, djin {(good spirits, also called Islam spirits),
and cvil spirits. The djin have to hear the Koran and believe it. T'o foster
relationship with the djin in order to receive supernatural power from
them constitutes a large field of hidden practices and secrets from which
the imam and Muslim leaders execute their powerful influence and are




' : LET THE EARTH HEAR HIS VOICE
890

feared. Y1 has been proved again and again ;hattat_pr;s:’rii:gii%t; Zictaii
ospe! | K: ity ‘even in confrontation i
Gospel in power and authori y € ot O e e Muclin,
iritd 'S ks the way into the heart of a 3 ‘
o onetlesus sséntation usually fails, Although the Bible
an-inteliectual ‘presentation usvally fails. A. o,
gﬁiﬁﬁmg its position against s.plru.lsn; ,{ ifgrt;;)?ﬁ:ng;g g]ii-.::l. 11 j.;% L
ev,20:6,27;19:31), the appeéarance of the t of Sa .
I?Jgj}l'zzi?ag ’been used ds Christian warrant todc_iecflend sggg%sx}l&g};&;ﬁ
xegesi i ing ie clear: Saul died as a direct-res _
exegesis one holds, one thing isc wl ¢ 258 d <
ticiﬁg spiritism (1 Chron. 10:13-14; of. Tev. 20.27,_.draw + line betwee
(ii} Hyperaesthesia and relepaitry — We ha\n‘e'-_to raw a line betwoen
the neéutral form -of telepathy and hyperaesthc_ma anh e oceult for.
Two peonle who love each other can uni@rstand eac fg;l N
i i s, they may 3
rated. They can think the same thoughts, : ; ;
isptal;:s t;:i(i'srsoﬂ Iyoved. in the same way a person wnhftheé;:icgltg ﬁiig)rll,
peragsthesia (intense sensibility) -maylgu_d;:imga!?i zggetx?manyyhundreds
‘middie of the day he may see cledrly what ns many hus :
E;ifl E:?o!;lerers away. However teiepathy can bg_comc a pqwg;iug 5‘;2?& r?e
calling and direciing people from a dista;n??:. Here weg;;si;.; i
; : i6 telépathy. Intense sen :
enter the ficld of oceult telépathy. Ly 63
?él det;l:ﬁ: fvith the facuity of clairvoyance. The person sees, ioi ;rgz;n;;:fl; Ea
C(}%ﬁﬁ carried out of a house and :iq a shm’t while this he‘fe tes & ac..
Clairvoyance is often inherited byich;ldrflz:: wh?}seéx:gcg;s églarged e
i : 13 istn, This faculty can ¢
tively engaged in occultism. o 8 angs
beco}gne t%e means of sooths‘aysn% (se_e Ac&s %263?1 (}‘; i);;ns o tried o
B e wtelli thsaving. —- ) : :
“(iii) Fortune-telling and soot] 1 R fold tried w0
' ini of certain animals, j
tell the future by examining the stomachs ertai s
in tribés i ia sti ‘today. The Egyptian way o !
tain tribes in Indonesia stalldg to The Egyptian way of !  one’s
: fee ' till practiced in many parts
> out of the coffeg grounds in a cup’is sult d in man :
iﬁtecu?:jrid. Mot only primitive tribal peopl;: k?ow f}??é:f(?;?etsn?gbig&
i in Europe also fear Y < 1
of birds, but educated people-in : fhe nightow
it brings ¢ i ' t popular means to :
because it brings calamity. Bt tﬁe mnos ! ‘ and out abowt
e ' § 18 the 1 f cards, the reading of 4 ho P
the future in our days is the laying o , the © 1g of a horoscopt
i efat j iting and hand-lines. Noi yis !
and the interpretation of handwriti nd T nes. Mot only 1s et
i i for “tefling, astrology, and horoscopes, 0
deception practiced by fortune 1g, gy, and e g
: ize : ie, by believing the soothsaying,
has 1o be emphasized that many peop e, the s¢ aying, 4
i ; s of the darkness are given an opp
under occult influences: The powers of t cness are given an oppor
i ulfi 2 S0 i ich the person believes, ar an
runity to fulfill the soothsaying which th  belie ;
gg?:sgan? remembrance of the soothsaying can drive 2 person ?.fog fg‘lfﬁ
theéc'-' soothsayings himseif. The Bible clearly forbids every :
; ing (Deut, 18:10). .
wo-ﬂ;?iaité}c%it(icn o the above we should nole also ,thﬁt_ where OCC“EES:;;
has bieml practiced in the past, or is stikl beiqg pratrrue:‘:%f(}g{n\g?tesz ;} ?; u;ke
: aken pie jecti nifestation
or murder have taken pidte, objective ma atior hosts may taxe
: hiecti tfesiations” hat ghosts are not the sub)
. “Ohbjective manifesiations” means that g _ he sul
Eljec eexpérifancte' of certain people but aiie seen ;:y ;zet%;éiz n;;na;;za;:gg r:::-
ituation 4 ¢ g, Ma augh about tions:
the situation and the place: Many may ut the nifestations:
' i tves, the g of footsteps, belng grippe
doots opening themselves, the fiois e otan ore ng fac6s
neck, or being drawn out of bed by unseen han Bh ¥ lnahing
: ( Ve hi : = have stopped-laug
those who have had such experiences ha op b
g?r})ilil;nes missioharies are offered ch_eap hquscs-foz sale or rent. ;.h_e_y
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are in most cases ghost houses. The servant of the Lord can enter them in
the full armor of God and carry out a good spiritual springcledring,
commanding the spirits in the Name of fesus to go. However; this should
not be done alone, butin the company of believing, praying Chrisitans,

2. The way into liberty: different aspécts of the deliverance
mindstry - T o s
" Onthe ground of Christ’s finished work at Calvaryand his total vie-
tory on Easter morning, we are called to lead those who believe in him
into the perfect liberty of the children of God. Here are five important
aspects of the delivérance minisiry, ' . ) '
a. Analysis: understanding the case. — Deliverance ministry is per-
sonal minisiry, which démands time, concern and love. The Lord’s ser-
vant may during the personal counseling session explain carefully the
varius forms and manifestations of occultism. Seldom does a person ad-
init when asked that he has been engaged in some form of occultism,
However, as he is confronted with the different ocenlt practices, the Holy
Spirit sheds light into the past (John 16:8), and instances of vecult in-
volvement come to remembrance, even from early childhood. Therefore
the counselor needs to have & large understanding of the different forms
of occultism and how they apply in the cultural environment in which he
is working. Because of this, we have given much space to outlining the
various manifestations of occultism, Under the guidance of the Hoiy
Spirit and 'in"a praying attitnde, _the counselor will pray from  this
knowledge and help the person in need to understand his oceult bondage,
The Lord’s servant may also observe certain distinct signs and féaturés in
the life of the person in bondage which point to occult involvement, in
the realm of character, he is hard, egoistic, unsocial and introvert. In the
realm of passion there are abnormal sexuality, outbursts (fits) of anger,
and kleptomania, I the réaim of the soui there is depression, haunted by
fear, anxiety, and temptation to commit suicide, Finally, in the spiritual
reaim there is militast atheism; resisting God's Word or gaing o sleep
when God’s Word is proclaimed; hatred towards Christ and, especially
His atoning blood; inability to concentrite in prayer or mention the
name of lesus in prayer; a negative, cynical attitude towards the Gospel;
and inability to believe. Also certain nervous and mental sicknesses may
indicate occult involvement. However, here we enter a difficult field. Tt
is not easy to draw the line botweer mental sickness with a' medical back .

-ground and mental sickness with an occuli background. The charisma of

provides a tremiendous lielp in this delicate task. Christian doctors and
psychiatrists anointed by the Holy Spirit with the gift of discérning of
Spirits are God’s special gifts to the church to meet the challenge in the
temendous increase of oceunlt-demonic mental sicknesses in our time..
. After the various odoult involvenients have been brought to light,
the counselor has to point out that active or passive occult involvement
will bring about a special relationship to the devil which we may call

the Holy Spirit, the ability to distinguish between spirits (1 Cos. 12:10),

“bondage” or “occult ties,” Use of the powers of darkness in a concious

or unconscious way gives the devil a right on this person’s life, The devil
can present _th_c_b_ill as he will sum_ly do, at least when th_e; person dies. Mot
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a few have witnessed the terrible, unpeace_ful death of peoplt;,1 whothaEz
been engaged in occultism. The occult ties ,anc} bondages have to o
broken and the right of the devil on a person’s life has to be renounch_’
and abolished. Why does a person who has acc;pted the Lqrd Jesus ?131; l!:s
personal Savior and has experienced the forgiveness of his sins an " 'r:
indwelling of the Holy Spirit still need Folbe‘dclwercd fromfhlsd o»c:cuti (;nr?
volvement in the past? Does this not minimize the power of re emp1 f
In Acts 19: 18-19'it is said about the believers in Ephesus, ’ Ma}rlxy_ also o
those who were now believers came, confgssmg and‘ exposing t elllr [i;ag;
tices. And a number of those who pr‘actmcd magic arts brqug I c1.f
books together and burnt them in the sight of all.” I} is not quite c_ea:},lis
the believers in Ephesus were still sccretl_y practicing occultism — his
would be the case as in many churches today — or.prza'ctlceddmgg1c"n
before they became Christians and were now confess'm-g it and ;l:stmwdi
everything attached to it, however valuable. The point is thalt they Ti?eir
an open break with their occult past and entered consciously liftto'l‘b
position in Christ, committing themselves totally. Note that t (;s 11 er-
ating work of the Holy Spitit took place after i’aul;had_mmlstered zfztr et:ils;
two years in Ephesus. Thus, there is a sure seriptural grl_(l)un Oers ©
deliverance ministry among believers. It .d_oes_ not matter how a [13 d’iﬁ
enters into the conscious realization of his -fre;dom in Christ mlcl 1118 \ g
freedom from the futile ways inherited from h_1§ fathf:rs'(l Pet.‘ .Ch —-:
the most important thing is that he has ent@:red into his llperty in Chris f
b. Confession: breaking the power of sin. — Secrecy is the pow::}:‘e(:n
certain sins, Therefore their power can only be bmkeq by brmgm% hem
into the light. In principle the Bible doeg not d}fferentlatt? befwe? secial
and big sins, but the list of the sins mer_ltmned inRev. 22:15 is o Slption-
significance, People involved in occultism have gnterqd adirect rt;,) a on-
ship with the devil. In order to bregk this relationship it }Ejas’;; e con
fessed openly. The secret dark practices have to be betrayed. This m ans
that the patient has to confess and name his active and 'passwefz 'mt‘:;ceﬂ-
ments in occultism one by one. It is ofien thrpug_h the battle of in % b
sion that the secret relationships to the devil are really me:jnu?g nfes"{
name. Here are other Scripture verses which mention the need o ged -
sion: Jas, 5:16; 1 John 1:9; Acts 1?:]8; Matt_. 3:6. Thereforeg;e;)
prepare and offer ourselves as priests of the church (I Pet]. .h- e
¢. Renunciation: setting the prisoner freef. — The early churc .
quested those who had come out of heathen life and worship to renonégc-
openly their relationship to the power of darkness bef(?re they we;;n tt?e
tized. This prayer of renunciation is not a formula but it must ctolgl rllame,
following three points: confession of every occult ln\,'ol\ausrﬂfalnl 3r1rende;
renunciation of those occult ties in the Name (_)f.Jesus, andhlu su ende
to God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Thus, this _pr:fl)rler sen)i
take the form {spoken by the person in ne.ed and led by the l(éouynse o o
tence by sentence), “I rencunce the devil and a_lll his wor % ey::jry chult
and relationship he has in my life..now mention the condei‘.se o At
practices one by one, In the Name of Jesus I deny them, anl Ssgr‘{;egm
now my life to you - God the Father, the Sog and the_Hc:’);‘fplr;};e a)j
to follow Thee and to trust in Thee until t!'whend of my life.” , teg uldpbe
tient has been led in the prayer of renunciation an opportunity sho
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given to him to offer a free prayer of thanking the Lord, This free prayer
will reveal if he has bigen really delivered from the occult bondage. It is
often not withoiit a terrible battle that the persott in need follows in the
prayer of renunciation. Here the Lord’s servarit has to'bind thie powers of
darknéss on the basis of Matt16:19; 18:18 and set ‘the prisoner freé. If
the person has not ‘yet received: Jesus as his personal Savior, then per-
sonal counseling ‘according 16 normal lines should follow imimediately.
i d. Casting out dealing -with demon possession. —='Do ot cast olit
demons where there are none, otherwise the patient really belicves that
he is demdn-posséssed: Ot the one hand we have to 4t carefully in order
to differentiate between demon possession mental sickiiess, and emos
tional fits; on the other hand; ‘we 'have to adét firmly and in authority:
Emotional fits can be detected by simply using a needle, Many cases of
demon posséssion can be'‘inarked ot clearly by observing the following
signs: spealcing with a different voice: laughing and' mocking in a satanic,
abnormal way; unnatural physical'strength and behavior; and atiacks of
anger and hatred ‘wheir the Namie of Jesus is'mentioned. The person may
defend himself against the servant of the Lord by goitig off into un-
consciousness. Other casés similar to mental sickness need the gift of diss
cerning the spirits; prayerful consideration, and the advice of a Christian
 Do'not rish’ into the ‘ministry ‘of exorcism. Jesus teaches to be pre-
pared by prayer, fasting, and faith, {Matt. 17:19-21). We have to wait un-
til'a tedm of believing Christians is ready to support the ministry of €xor-
cism. Jésus’ promise given to a small group ministering in faith'in Matt:

18:19-20 is of real impoitance for the deliverance ministry, =~

Do not 14y hands wpon a demon-possessed person; but ‘command the
evil'spirits in thé Name of Jesus to go out! We observe in the Gospels that
desus commanded the evil'spirits when confronted with a possesséd pei-
son, (Matt. 5:8; 17:18), but He only lays hands upon those who are
physically sick (Matt. 8:18; 9:29; Mark 7:33). To his disciples; Jesug
Bives autharity over the-evil-spirits (Matt, 10+ .8). Paul ¢asts out in the
Name of Jesus the spirit of divination from the slave girl in Philippi(Acis
16:18). If-we use the mighty Name of Jesus in“casting out demions, wé
need to bein vital persomnal relationship with him. If we use the Name of
Jesus only as a liturgical formula; the experiénce of the sons of the high
pri¢st Sceva may bé ours (Acts 19:1317). e o
" Commanding the evil spirits'in the Namé of Jesus means that the
spirits are: confronted with Jesus the - fisen. victorious Sdvior who hais
bruised the tiead of the serpent.-Often the spirits try to hide béhind the
unconsciousness of the patient; Therefore we have to call in Jésus' Nanig
the patient-‘back to consciolsness, If the Spirits start to agonize the pa-
tient bodily,'or if they start to speak out of the patient, or if they try'to at-
tack God's servant, the. victory is very near! Still better if they have to
reveal their names, bécause then'certainly they have to go one by ong;
However, the battle ¢an last for weeks until finally the last most persis-
tent spirit has to leave the person, while the tody may be thrown upon
the floor, a terrible voice may be heard, or the deliverance may take
place in a quiet way. These are the signs that the person is delivered:
ability to pray spontaneously, praising and thanking the Lord personally,
new shining of the eyes, and deep peaceful sleep.
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e Folfow up: learning to resist the devil. — Daliveéapceblzll;g::;g l:rzg
) i inding | till wrapped in
be compared with unbinding Lazarus s e bandages ant
' from then on, Lazarus had to walk by
B ey Tha weres delivered from occult inyolve-
’ :44). The person who has been delive: Fom o )
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it wi : ty, swept house with sever
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understand and enter into his full spiritt mheritance 1 O, e
hild of God, he is redeemed from the sins of his forefathers, _
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: ulti i i st - :
with occultism. has been crucified with Christ, buried and
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spirit. The special fellowship around the Lord’s table has be Source
of strength and healing, to many former occultists. .
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the liberty of the children of God. _
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EVANGELIZATION AMONG SPIRITISTS
AND OCCULTISTS REPORT

“Spiritism is the religion of our day, undergirding all other religion.” In
these words the Rev, Detmar $Scheunemann outlined the dreéadful pro-
portions of a problem that can no longer be regarded as the exclusive
property of Asia or Africa, but is truly international with its tentacles
reaching to every corner of the globe. The very word “occult” means
“hidden,” and as these works of Satan were brought into the light of open
discussion and exposed for what they were, we began to see the true
nature of Satan’s strategy for these days and how to tight and live in the
victory over him that Jesus gained on the Cross.

The alarming rise in interest and participation in occultism, particu-
larly within Western cultures over the last t0 years, was examined and
the main motives for each individyal evaluated. These were seen as:

" a. a desire for knowledge

b. a lust for power

¢, & need for comfort, e.g., in the sense of wanting to contact a re-
cently deceased loved one ' '

d. a craving for sex which is often used as a catalyst in occult rituals

e.a need for protection agdinst the occult attacks initizted by others
on us ' ’ :

f. the failure of the church to provide spiritual satisfaction has made
many turn to occultism. This applies, for example, in the church’s lack of

answers to some of the problems that the occult poses and the fact that
miracles such as healing which used to be part of the regular ministry of
the church now appear to be Satan’s owin province. He is bringing many
into bondage while the church of Christ stands in the wings failing to ex-
hibit the faintest flicker of the supernatural power of a living God,

It was seen that occultism was not only rife in the world, but could
also touch the church, Christians are not immune from bondage; and part
of Satan’s strategy was seen to be to 5o involve Christian leaders and laity
that God’s work might be hampered, and his churches hindered from ris-
ing into heavenly places with her Lord. Some Christians are also inad-
vertently trapped by the ¢vil‘one in the use of “Christian” fetishes such as
a Bible, or a Cross. An examiple of this was the way a soldier might takea
Bible into war with him in his rucksack, not to read, but for protection!
Satan will try anything in his attempts to spoil the Christian’s blood-
bought heritage of real life in Jesus, but it was stressed that time and
again he was being defeated when confronted with the power of the blood
of Jesus and the authority of his name. ' o

Much of Satan’s mystique and power lies merely in the veéil of secre-
¢y behind which he hides. This veil was illustrated by the descriptions of
African participants in recalling the dismissal of occult forces by past
Missionaries as “mere superstition,” and the idea that with educdtion the
African would soon grow out of them. It was felt that here was a real area
with which the Congress was dealing, merely by having these sessions —
as many of us were facing for the first time the true reality and implica-
tions of demonic activity in this world in which we live. One of the results




