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Follow up: learning to resist the devil. — Deliverance ministry r}lay
be ci-mi;);izg l:fiih unbiﬁding Lazarus still wrapped in bl:;ngagﬁs isz
grave ciothes. However, from then on, Lazail:us had 1o wa 1y.. nnl sl
‘(John 11:44); The persen who has _bg:en thv_ercd from Q_Cc(lil ttm;gce 't
ment or. evil spirits, has to step out in fa‘lth.‘.Hc or‘stlxehnec Sd Oaniulelzs
Jesus. Christ as personal Savior. Throwing away te:tls esdan e
and burning books on;spi_riti;m is;] OﬂihSte'P’ pc:rré:;s;té%rgnsw;e;o; wing
the occult practices another, but then the im t ird s S stép -
ing Christ and full assurance of salvation. If we fai _11112.43_45; dstep .
will take place which Jesus described m.Matt. : : Th
;;?fietd\iill redcdugy- thc} empty, swept l?ouse with _seve}:_l ot?erésgér}llt:; to
_The person has to be taught 1o resist the devil. T §reC(}>)r_ he has to
understand and enter into his full spk:r.ltgai -1!;!;51;1;325&;;1:&“ r}lxsé lis fels
child of God, hé is redeemed from the sins of his fore " 18| e
creature, his body is a temple of thc_Holy Splrlt. His Ob i > entang o
with oceultism has been crucified with Christ.-He has feen h:s ed and
raised with Christ to walk in newness of life, and _tht;re_ 0;1(?:11 % o con-
sider himself dead to sin and alive to God. He who i3.in f}} ; % ater
vho is in the world. Putting on the whole armour of God (Eph. 6:
tllt)e_x;(l;)e, \}:{2 ?1;2 to resist the powers of darkness_from this p(;s:‘;:orﬁlljgdhz;
to be taught to take shelter under the protecting powe:i [ . e Blood of
Christ. And finally he has to be taught to command the ev_lf asth ne\_ﬂ
in Matt. 4:10 using.the mighty Nzg?lc.otf‘les;xsl.lﬁwgs;e;:t ?_I_c-:el;;e :1};1 ! t?) st'udi
delivered person is a vital, warm -hristian fe d" frarts Lo sty
the Bible and to pray. The sympathetic understanding o s
i eit intercession will help to restore him in body, soul, a
;;r:it'a'rlti; l:lspgc'i'éi fellowship around the Lord’s table has been a source
of strength and healing, to many former occultists. g

lusion . Cn e e e
Con"gh'e tremendous need for a deliverance ministry is evident, Itf‘:;u
still increase as the demoni¢ powers are bm_ldLngTI;‘p fo; the ':iillgi\l/legaﬁcz

i i ad evel i hurch. Therefore,
Anti-christ and even try to invade the chus 1 ' ‘
ministry should become an integrated part of qndnme-.evapl%chsm.j; l:s
very dangerous to specialize in deliverance ministry. It is ?tl l:rgﬁional
: exploi specialized deliverance ministry for s
gerous to exploit such a specia  del : for sensational

i ritin king. What our age needs 1
reporting, writing, and money making, ; ds! rants
: ;A i r those bound by occu
of the Lord; who with deep compassion for _ by itism

' i i the different culiural eaviro
study the various forms of occultism in the differen  caviron-
: : in si ildli he authority of Jesus Christ.co
ents, who in simple childlike faith in t Til _ -
lfIrloﬁt and uncover the occult powers, who through preaching z_;lnd c?ggs
seling set the prisoners free, who do not.allow the devil by unc lean tlll s
or motives to have any bridge-head u’; them,. F?tusc.l, tpar(ejllllﬁsx:lgﬁu:é
~ . L - . e o : i
iverance ministry, but who are tota!_ y commi , fill
g::;i‘;tted, and equip);r;ed by the Holy Spirit to lead many occultists into
the liberty of the children of God.
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EVANGELIZATION AMONG SPIRITISTS
AND OCCULTISTS REPORT

“Spiritism is the religion of our day, undergirding all other religion.” in
these words the Rev. Detmar Scheunemann outlined the diéadful pro-
portions of a problem that can no longer be regarded as the exclusive
property of Asia or Alfrica, but is truly international with its tentacles
reaching to every corner of the globe, The very word “occult” means
“hidden,” and as these works of Satan were brought into the light of open
discussion and exposed for what they were, we began to see the true
nature of Satan’s strategy for these days and how to fight and live in the
victory over him that Jesus gained on the Cross. o '

The alarming rise in interest and participation in occultism, particu-
larly within Western cultures over the last 10 years, was examined and
the main motives for each individual evaluated. These were seen as:

a. a desire for knowledge '

b. a lust for power

c. & need for comfort, €., in the sense of wanting to contact a re-
cently deceased loved one ' '

* d. a craving for sex which is oftert used as a catalyst in ocoult rituals

e. a need for protection against the occult attacks initiated by others
on us : : .

f. the failure of the church to provide spiritual satisfaction has made

many turn to occultism. This applies, for example, in the church’s lack of
answers fo some of the problems that the oceult poses and the fact that
miracles such as healing which used to be part of the regular ministry of
the church now appear to be Satan’s own province. He is bringing many
into bondage while the church of Christ stands in the wings failing to ex-
hibit the faintest flicker of the supernatural power of a living God.

It was seen that occultism ‘was not only rife in the world, but could
also touch the church. Christians are not immune from bondage; and part
of Satan’s strategy was seen to be to so involye Christian leaders and laity
that God’s work might be hampered, and his churches hindered from ris-
ing into heavenly places with her Lord. Some Christians are also inad-
vertently trapped by the evil'one in the use of “Christian” fetishes such as
a Bible, or a Cross. An example of this was the way a soldier might take a
Bible into war with him in his rucksack, not to read, but for protection!
Satan will try anything in his attempts to spoil the Christian’s blood-
bought heritage of real life in Jesus, but it was stressed that time and
again he was being defeated when confronted with the power of the bload
of Jesus and the authority of his name. _ o .

Much of Satan’s mystique and power lies merely in the veil of secre-
cy behind which he hides. This veil was iHustrated by the descriptions of
African participants in recailing the dismissal of oceult forces by past
missionaries as “mere superstition,” and the idea that with education the
African would soon grow out of them, It was felt that here was a real area
with which the Congress was dealing, merely by having these sessions —
as many of us were facing for the first time the true reality and implica-

tions of demonic activity in this world in which we live. One ofthe results




396 LET THE EARTH HEAR HIS VOICE

of these insights, we hoped, would be that after the Congress, attempts
could be made to educate ministers and missionaries in preparation for
their ministry. Often this has been neglected at great cost! Rev. Bud
Elford drew attention to the way many Arctic missionaries from his
society came under a demonic activity and apprehension with which they
could not cope and so left that particular mission field. This resulted in
the beginning of a training and preparation program so that whether the
missionaries-to-be accepted the existence of the demonic or not, they
were at least prepared when faced with it, ' _ .

"Three main areas were stressed in which all Christians facing these
problems need to be personally prepared: (i) To recognize that we are
engaged in warfare with Satan and his evil forces; (it) To be fully equip-
ped by being continually filled with the Holy Spirit; (iii) To be living in
purity and holiness, cleansed by the blood of Jesus. Otherwise the evil
spirits themselves may well denounce us for what we are,

It was noted that whereas Christian leadership was to be equipped to
deal with the problems, at the same time an unhealthy interest in the oc-
cult among Christian laity was to be discouraged. It was shown that in
some areas of Western Christianity this was becoming the “in thing” even
among young Christians. This has led in some cases to an over-interest in
either the book or film of *The Exorcist” — to many dangerous prac-
tices, such as Christian young people attempting to exorcise those whose
problems were psychosomatic, not demonic! Although $atan is defeated,
that gives us no license to arouse our fleshly curiosity. Satan’s activities
are illicit and expressly forbidden by God, Lev. 19 31, 20:6, Deut.
18:9-14, and we should discourage idle interest. A good guideline would
be, “Never go looking for demons, but if one appears under your feet,
tread on it!” ]

A strong emphasis was laid in our discussions on the fact that we
should not be seeking to produce demonology specialists, but men of
God in whose ministries dealing with the demonic was included not as a
specialist activity but as an integrated part of a wider field, e.g., evange-
lism. We need to grow in God and in the authority of the Spirit so that we
may discern where Satan is working. Discernment was a gift of the Holy
Spirit for this work because Satan so oftén acts like a monkey, a mere im-
itator of the things of God, and we need to be able to tell the difference
between the reality and the imitation! ' '

We began to gain some understanding of what it means to live in the
victory of Jesus. In the realm of the occult our abilities can achieve
fnothing: it is only in a childlike dependence on. Jesus that we find him
coming and working through us. That is the reason for the scriptural ex-
hortation to prayer and fasting, not so much in order that we might
become maore spiritual, but to enable us to concentrate ourselves, without
any distraction, on Jesus. We cannot use the name of Jesus as a mere for-
mula, but as the authority in which we live, as we dwell under the Cross
receiving daily cleansing and purifying. '

Why then is not everyone immediately delivered from Satan as when
Jesus expelled demons in the New Testament? We must reject Satan’s
condemnation of us on this point. If we are’'pure and honest before God,
theri he will use us, but only ifthe possessed person is absolutely honest in
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desirin i
'desiresgi f:i:;:zerar;ze.lM_any.of our .probie_ms are caused by the changin
o In some h}:i's ple so they try in various areas of their lives to keeg
fossion o, repenta[:;ﬁ:\zeé wtflljlle at other times they desire freedom Conp
n the g ' s .
complete. e part of the possessed must be honest and
Seri i
How g;:lp‘t:;ei ::;;;']e;telés thﬁt tn the last days Satanic activity will
W L ! churches not only educate eac] :
whxcil i;fgark into light, but also win the world"Ch other and b
light].y acg:;stt ?;il;;;a;: thletnou—christian to the dangers of things we too
. et ‘societi i i
horogc%pes, ouija boards, etc, es, hypnosis, Freemasonry, yoga,
. The film « ist”shoul
but exposedlircr:r t'gl;ed}ixormg should not be seen by curious Christians
tinonis qucues o nger 1t is. Pre-film literature distributed in the
after tha fiin provid?:::ezn]g' trcleni:ers open in the immediate vicinity
alter the 1 i angelistic opportunities for ;
Chrlztl;:_lss have not managed to haveplt:}he film bang'redthos,ﬁ rowms where
. servants of Christ we need to be culturally a:ware and need to

see h() thc O Cui la i
e stoa i ] &
1= W [ t ]'e te ) 0 pdl tlc!.l]dr Cul.tl_.lre al]d h()w. lt ma be dEalt
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Finally, we emphasized the :
e need
of the living God. We need not onel to move

increase.
ring that

in the fullnes§ of the power

: _ : y to be sealed wi iri
sians) but also to be continually filled with hi'rz ?Ep‘;:;:;:se) s‘gflé 1;é§iphe;
LW no

only the evangelistic, organic, and i
‘ gelistic, or N pedagogic wor Spiri i

Igebc;hséilsima;; ;n_f_mg(__ot thq Spirit that he rfglay giv;{ 151;) thlllfh?girflt'; \?fztndlsg
e gj}ig < é(;'[rl 15 service, Satan is defeated and so we look to Je:e
Holy Spons o ch‘]d\ﬁ;nee(‘j to deal with the enemy, an anointing of tlils.
Livios thus’ 2 li;e 1te faith in Jesus; and the authority of the Fathe ;
Satan fear. In the n::ngeeg? 362328511?1“}?" tot.ally_ commit}ed o Jesus'makgé
but in these days he ‘must be defeatecll? ;Litc;gri?;airégiﬁét‘;:rly oversome




