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EVANGELISM IN HEGH;RKSEH@QSEEG B
APARTMENTS SR
Jamss YK, Worg

Rev. Wong, Singapore, is Direcior of the”
Church Growth S;L_tdy Cenier. o

It is generally agreed that in Paul’s missii?nary:jol_.;i‘i}f:ys t‘h‘e‘___(‘_:ltg;i ptrheé
sented a special challenge to him.In his strategy he foc?sed _
evangelistic thrust on the cities. There were two c:h.sef reasons for :Déuﬁ
this. First, as centers of commierce ar}d_governments'c1ties_exergse_ N
vital funetion —~ with their concentration of people ~— to get the G osgi:
spread out to the surrounding countryside. Second, Pal..ii‘ fcn_.mld that t_he
urban dwellers within the synagogue community were receptive t;) he
Gospel. These two advantageous factors are found also in many ? _oqé
twentieth-century urban ccmmunitles.w'a'concer}grat:on _of_ people an
their spiritual responsiveness, ' :

‘of cities and housing development S
The’l%iﬁﬁid {jf planning to eva:_ige_lize the pr_ban popuia.u?n is seen in
the fact that more and more of the worlg!’s peppie will be living in cgles‘.
Contemporary population . studies ind;gate _t?lat tl_ic' Frend towarc ;1 a
greater concentration of people living in cities will increase rapidly.

: statistics: ™ R o L
NO}E{':??ZGIQZO, the total population in the world was 1.9 billion. Bﬁ
1970, the population increased to 3.5 billiorl. Projecting a_-modgst gro_wtd
rate, it is estimated that by 2000 A.D. the world poplullanqr; will excee
6.1 billion. But muich of this growth witl be in E{le cities! "~ * s

(ii} In a United Nations population study ( Grow_.th"of tlh_t? qu 5
Urban and Rural Population, 1920;2.000j’.}, the'fagts. of t}_m SEfle,_ com-
position, and growth of cities from 1920 ‘to 1960 with a-further pro-
jecti 1980 are given. e S .
.1ect1(1)2 (1);58, approximgately 250 millioépeople were classified as (urbﬁ_n
dwellers. By 1960, this increased thrée times, to 750 'm;ll_;cl:n..Dur:a_ng ht 118
period, the rate of urban growth was found to be more rap;_d in the TO _1;
World countries than in the developed nat;qns.'l?orrgxmpplg, l?y 1960 the
urban population increased by five times its 1920 size in Latin America
and Africa, more than four times in South Asxa, ankd ne_arly fogr times cain
East Asia (by contrast, the overall increase in Europe is only twio-thirds

i ize). .

o m:@\;n?)%gei zfa)ct indicated by this U.N, s%udy is that larger cities
{population exceeding 2.5 million) were growing at the rate of 4.801;:1'883
from 1920 to 1960, whereas the S?allcr towns (gop. less than 100,000)
i nly by 2.3 times over the same period.

1HCICX:€$BOth§1k 3tihrough a strategy of evangel}sm fo penetrate the .world
with the Gospel, we need to give greater attention tovurban evangelism -
especially in areas where there isa lgrge concentration of people — as in
the vast housing estates with high-rise apartments.
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Singapore: a case study of modern housing .

_ Thie home and its environs is man’s greatest opportunity for a satisfy-
ing life on earth. Yet, a vast portion of the world’s population is still
housed in sub-standard and over-crowded dwellings. This Jack of ade-
quate and decent. housing constitutes one of the greatest hindrances to
developmenti in many Third World countries and aggravates all other
social and economic problerms. L _

Singapore has been recognized internationally as one of the coun-
tries with significant achievement in solving its housing needs. This cify
also provides an example of the kind of social changes resulting from its
extensive high-rise housing development and what bearing these changes
would have upon evangelism in an urban community, =~ -

" Historically, the first governmient attempt to construct low-gost
public housing dates back to 1927 when the Singapore Improvement
Trust (8.1'T.) was set up. Between 1927"and 1960, the population grew
from 500,000 to over £.5 million, whereas the total noinber of public
housing units constructed by the $.1.T. in this same period was 23,000,
Consequently there was an acyte shortage of modern housing in this
rapidly growing city. ~~ o R

~ Singapore’s housing revolution started afer the present government

came inio office in 1952, in 1960 the state-owned Houging and Deveiop-
ment Board (HDB) was formed to reptace the S.IT. Initially, two five.
year plans were formulated. The target of 50,000 imits in the firse pliaseé
(1960-1965) and 60,000 units in the second phase (1965-1970) was
reached. Presently about 40 percent of the 2.4 million population are liv-
ing in these high-rise apartments (many of these soar up to 25-30 stories
high}. Since 1971, the country has embarked on the third S-year plan, in
which presently at least 30,000 units are built each year, In other words,
it will take about four years to achieve the same number of units as con-
structed during the first ten years, By 1975, it is estimated that 60 percent
of the population wil} dwell in these densely populated housing estaes,
By 1980 it will increase to 75 percent. Thus eventually three-fourths of
the people in Singapore will be “high-risers”. :

Problems created and the church’s response :

With so many people living in such close proximity (the size of these
housing estates ranges from 20,000 io 200,000 residents), a variety of
social and community problems are bound to arise. When thousands of
urban slum dwellers and rural squatiers are uprooted from familiar sur-
roundings and brought together suddenly, tremendous problems of ad-
justment exist, - . o

This is where the church can play an-important role. Alert to the op-
portunities, responsible Christian witness and service can be directed to
help to bring about healthy social change. The church’s function in such a
situation is to be sensitive to any social-community problems, and in the
name of Christ find positive ways of ministering to the social and
spiritual needs of the people. I :

“Such a task must be.seen in the light of the fact that the church.situ-

ated in the midst of these housing estates is presented with exciting
possibilities of discipling 2 large section of the urban population for
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Christ. It must seek ways and means'to serve the'needs of the whole man
and thus relate its ministry of -witness and scrvice together. Without
neglecting its cultural mandate, the church’s mission must go b¢yonc’l_ the
meeting of social needs: The primdry task of the church is to be ale_rt to
the opportunities of communicating the-Gospr;l of Chr_lst and persiade
men, women and children — within the family context — to become
followers of Christ and be made responsible members of his church.

Opportunities for evangelism ' _ .

When people experience rapid social change they are z}lso more
open to religious change. Several case Stl:ldles haYe been carried out in
Singapore among the residents of hi_gh.-rlse housing estates. In a com-
munity survey of the “religious orienta,t_m‘n_". of the pepple living in high-
rise apartments (conducted by the author in 15%72_), he fo_und_ that the resi-
dents were more responsive to the presentation of the Gospel message
during the initial period of settling into a new housmg cstate._}:[}s congly-
sion was that if churches are planted early enough in new housing estates
they will have considerable opportunities to exercise an effect:v_e service
and witness role among the residents. Evangelism and church ‘planting
will be more successful when it is being carried ‘out in these spirituatly
respoﬁsive'housing.apartmen;t_bl_ocks{ n‘ it is’ initiated r;ght_frqm_thp
beginning as the residents mové into the area, ratht‘ar than waiting until
the people have firmly sétfled themselves in the nelghborlho_od.

or church growth : : S

A‘ pl}’;l;’t tl'{'e.:ir very natugr‘e and purpose, high-rise hpusing estates contain a
large number of people living closely together. Since evangelism should
always be focused in arcas where people are foupd, t_hege_- hlgh-r_lse.apar_t-
ments should be given great attention in church-planting evangelism. 1t
is clear that'in"all the major cities of the world where there are large
quantities of high-rise apartment estates the church s_hou]d' s_e_ek to estab-
lish new congregations, cell groups, evangelistic centers:in their mldgt.
The goal should be to start one active and evangelically 01‘.1§:qted' Cl‘lt’l:&-
tian center within each of these housing estates and even, if posmble, in

‘block of apartments. . . . : - - S
ever}”;“git;)means tph'al a new style of church structure wili need to cmerge.
These apartment-churches, or ce’ll»group?, shl'ouifi n.O.t follow the tradlf
tionat pattern of church extension — with its ‘-edlflce-ce_ntered com-
plex.” Instead, they will take the form of smaller, more fi.embl‘e-al‘u‘i sim-
ple Christian cell units — meeting in homes of Christian families or
rented apartments or even in the local community halls. o

If such a goal of creative and -widespread evangehs_m leading to
rapid church extension‘is to be adopted, then the churches in Fhese hous-
ing estates can-expect toincrease from a few hapdfuis to h.und}‘eds.
Growth will result when more new churches are rapidly multiplied in all
responsive segments of the city. Up to now, few places in the worl(\i‘ ex:
perience rapid church growth in high-rise housn}g communities because
churches have not been able to develop a dypamic mln_ls‘F;y_amc)ng-therr-l.
Too many of them have perhaps thought-in terms of building the tradi-

EVANGELISM IN FHGH-RISE HOUSING APARTMENTS 941

tional type of large church structures (where the shortage of land and its
high costiinhibit extensive church planting). .- : :

Bold plans for effective evangelism and church multiplication in
high-rise housing estates must. -Teckon with creative: patterns of the
“house-church” ministry. In most modern urban areas, land is both
scarce and extremely costly, And vet because these high-rise residential
-centers have a high concentration of people we need to develop a new
structure of church extenston which is to be more flexible and simple. It
is necessary if the people living in high-rise areas are to be discipled that
d greater number of house-churchies must be developed, -

The advaniages and disadvantages of house churches

A aumber of significant factors favor the rapid extension of smaller
and less formal house-churches. Some of these are as follows: -

(i) The New Testarnent example - It seems unlikely-that the rapid
church growth as we read in Acts was contributed to by the building of
large assembly places. The gatherings for worship. and fellowship, the
teaching and nurture of new converts, all took place in-an extensive net-
work of house-churches. Abundant references to “oikos” or “the church
in thy house™ are found-in Acts and the Pauline espistles (Acts 18:8; Cor.
1:16). It s also clear from Paul that the regular gatherings of Christians
in the homes were notemporary phenomenon (ef. I Cor. 16:19, Col. 4:1 5,
Acts 20:20)... . - . : : N :

.. (i1} .The economic factor — 1ess capital cost-and funding is tequired
to. get new churches started. It also .allows_for-more flexibility and
mobility of the centers of witness and worship. The house-churches can
always be located where people are found to-be most responsive,

{ili) The psychological factor — Conceivably there will be less pre-
fudice on the part of non-Christians coming to a gathering in the home
rather than in a religious sanctuary. Just as Christians are reluctant and
resistant to.the invitation to attend a non-Christian worship servicein a
Buddhist or Hindu temple or a muslim maosgue, non-Christians have the
same feeling when invited to our worship service in a traditional church
building. o LRI .

(iv) The sociological factor — Most non-Christians hold the view that
churches are for the affluent, the middle-class, and the educated..Con-
ventional church buildings tend to give an image that: they.are costly
structures and meant for those who can afford their upkeep. Apartment
house-churches: can help to correct this. image —~ that Christianity. is
meant for the masses and ordinary people living in the samé environ-
ment, . . T P IRIr . :

{v) The strategic factor — House-churches with the apartment

_blocks would be accessible to all in the community, and their facilities

extended until all the resident Christian families living in these .apart-
ments are known and identified. Although’ these ‘house-churches would
be small in terms of:space, this can be compensated by developing more
groups in any given housing area and thereby provide more centers for

worship and evangelistic outreach, . ... R Rt CR
- However, in proposing this. strategy, one needs-to be cognizant of a

number of obstacles and difficulties. These must be faced and resolved
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hefore any workable plan can be executed. A number of factors can
hinder a smooth implementation of the above suggestions' for church
planting in high-rise housing estates. They follow: - v :

(i) Government -restriction — Many countries have sfrong zoning
regulations regarding the use of properties. Residential apartments are
usually meant for residential purposes only. When such restrictive
measures prevail in a country they can frustrate any plan for multiplying
house-churches in high-rise housing estates, ' :

(ii} Saranic disruptions — Evangelistic success is bound to create
divisions and conflicts in any society, This is a fact about'which the Bible
speaks peintedly, Satan has no desire to see p2ople become Christians; he
will mobilize all his “powers” to [rustrate the Christian cause. For exam-
ple, in the same location where concerted Christian activity is contem-
plated, encounter is bound to take place with the adherents of other
religions. They cannot be expected to be-sympathetic to Christianity.
They may object to Christiany meeting in their immediate neighborhood
for worship, hymn singing, and other forms of Christian activity.

(iii) Lisniration in space - House-churches are necessarily limited in
size. This means the problem of adequate space will become acute for the
growing congregation. This limitation will also tend to-restrict the vari-
ety of activities in which the congregation can engage; so people may be
deterred from joining. Another factor might be the environment. People
living in the same neighborhood may not find attendance in a house-
church within the same block congenial for their religious’ activities,
They may wish for a change in environment. Obviously this can be’'over-
come by the attractive and helpful quality of the worshiping community.

(iv) Noise and. absence of privacy — Worshiping in a congested-area
can be a real hinidrance in these densely populated housing estates, First,
there will -be considerable noise surrounding these churches: Second,
they will lack the sort of privacy needed for meditation and prayer. Lit-
tle can be done to ameliorate the noise and provide the privacy. Some
people will naturally find these centers distracting and difficult, Others
will welcome them. But one should expect that some will use this as an
excuse for not going to church,

{v) Demanding pressures on families - Meeting in the homes of
Christian famities demands a large measure of devotion from the whole
family, since this will bring no little inconvenience to the family routine.
If there are one or two'in the family who are not Christians or who are
uncommitied, they may resent the regular use of their home for such a

purpose. Meeting in homes over an indefinite period may also mean that
not toc many families will want to offer their homes for such a use. This
will then seriously limit the number and permanence of new congrega-
tions which can be set up. ' o

(vi) Attitude towards a holy place — People tend to associate the
worshiping of God with special places, This is an attitude which may take
a long time to change. Some may never see how a place can be regarded
as holy if it is “unconsecrated.” Many people have fixed ideas as to what
a religious center of worship ought to be like. A bare-hall, no familiar
altar, no organ, no stained. glass windows — this may not -be the kind of
piace which some people would regard as a church. For example, many
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would hesitate t 8 isti
coremons ¢ to come to a house-church for a Christian wedding
(vii) Lack of trained leadefs — If a i
: ' — 11.a great number of churches are t
pe planted the.n obviously the supply of Christian leaders must be grgztl(;

5_?5231-?; (s:gfr?é ﬁst(})l, we mIlilSt expect that the teadhing and instruction pro-
‘ b g : i :
plesin ( . maller congregatl.ons will doubtless suffer in quali-

Surmounting the problems
It can be said that if there are no : '

_ _ said if th ‘¢ no obstacles there will b
zf;illrenge& If there is 1o chalienge there will not be the incentive t?) ::z(j
theicrl eg?jr; lS,to qgcomg;llzsh 1']the extraprdinary task. If-Christians dare to set

' goals and sights high, they can. expect. wi v
Poss%lll.lty of doing something great for hirrllj. » With Gods help, the
13 i3 a challenge which all urban churche ace .
i : e whic ‘ s should face in th -
:inttl_e_s: The proposal to multiply churches in all receptive segments eofS f}:’e
y r&?ﬁ E)_e regarged as feasible and that God desires it )
ristians in Singapore are living in days of exciting '
L § _ and un -
Sefiited opportumnes.' They frust see the population’s resgponsiven%rsicis
vidence that God himself is at work and that he means to bring i
spiritual harvest. e e
There are problems, but there are i
_ : ms, solutions also, The & 20~
gv; evangelism leading to rapid church growth has to b;eg’eg eff o
ifferent angles, They are: : o

(i) Develop and train a lar i
ge number of unpaid | initi
and pastor the new house-churches, P caders to initate

{ii) Develop and create a new ini i
the locl sk g pattern of ministry and worship to fit
(iii) Out of this impulse towards ind; i
i s indigeneity, a dynami
style of evangelism (led b i i v ve Toaderg) noH
e I .( ; y dedicated, tral:ned and creative leaders) will
{(iv) When more creative lead i
v ers emerge they will find ways and
;r;egg:v t?; ]?;:rs\zi?_ebzh&; ;ﬁoper‘ty barrier. Existing church centers :i’s well
- will be fu i ;
Geveramon, 1 be & y ut.1hzed and a variety of programs will be
(v) Christian‘impact on the natio iplicati
o 11 n — The mulitiplication of church
é?;[:rslttz;lbly means more people are converted to Christ, With more Chris?
ans | r:: Ox?;p;:t oln society will be greater, There is power in the Gospel
‘ ople are converted, the potential is pr for m .
social reforms in society. Good Tvice to humanity. and sl
. works, service to humanit i
: t : , y, and social
g)c:l(cl:ew'ﬂhow from men's experience of conversion and reconciliation to
tians.' 1; out t‘legle.ctmg thﬁ: Importance of clear verbal witness, Chris-
in these high-rise housing estates should be taught and encouraged

to take active part in all civj i
. vic a . S :
neighborhond, * nd community activities within their
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nclusion o : o
co Here then, is a sirategy for achieving the goal — to disciple the

whole urban population for Christ. The kiy factor lies _in"t,he a}:l;rﬁz\:
ability to'train sufficient leaders (o becogmij c;huf]‘:h_ plant?_r;,p ;grtt at e
i i to all areas o .
ters of witness may be rapidly extende | :
“r There should not be tens or hundred._s but thousa_nm;ls é)if3 nehw
churches. The challenge before the Christians i$ “not to be lm}uzdvayntcez
: i easure tomorrow s
small expectations of our forefathers nor m e W B
Y In i g r thousands of new
esterday’s defeats.” In making tl'm proposal 1o Isanc
E{)u};ewhurghes we would not minimize the rolfe and contr;bu:got}l gg 3112
“olde i zhure 1t calls for a re-evaluatio
larger and older established churches, ; tion
roigé of tliese older churches. In one respect thfl:]y Cd;‘l‘ fx;ntc;t;lo;; tflii“[g;g
* e in a satelli - with perhap
“cathedral church” -— in a satellite pattern — w : :
srnaller house-churches related to them for ;he purpot?]e of \:;iigsggzngg
i -5CH lies. In this way the w
teaching, and large-scale assemb _ sscs and
imitation : - hes can be remedied by the larg
Yimitations of the smaller house-churche ! me by the larker
i i ' i kewise, the lack of vitality an
d more established congregations. Li » ‘ lity an
:tnatic nature of the older churches will have the stimulation of these fresh
: namic youthful congregations. _ _ o »
and (j\ys this glan for growth is implemen};ed, the §cemlqg1y static
churches in our cities can be transformed into growing and dynamic
churches during this decade of the seventies. Thls then co?id conceiv-
ably become the turning point of Christianity in thq w_orlq as it moves
rapidly towards the fulfillment of the Great Commission in our gener-

ation.
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HIGHRISE, FLLAT AND APARTMENT -
EVANGELISM REPORT -

Secretary: Waldron Scott

The group consisted of approximately 15 North Americans and 10
Europeans, plus two or three participants from other continents. There
were no representatives from Latin America, except on the final day.
Africa had no representation except for one white South African.
Similarly, Asia was meagerly represented by two from Singapore and two
Americans working in Korea and South Vietnam respectively. -

Attention is drawn to the composition of the group because this had
a clear bearing on some of the conclusions reached. by the participants,
Main Conclusion :

This study group wishes to call attention, as much as possible, to the
fact that the global evangelical community appears to be unaware, or far
too inadequately aware, of the significance of urban evangelization in-
general and of highrise evangelism in particular.

Urban arcas represent perhaps the most underestimated evangelistic
need in the world today. This especially appears to be the case with
respect to Third World countries. Between 1920 and 1960 urban popula-
tion increased 500% in Latin America and Africa, 400% in South Asia
and nearly 400% in East Asia. Most of this urban increase is focused in
huge housing complexes which fill the horizons of modern cities every-
where, - :

In Singapore 60% of the population lives in these highrise complex-
¢s. The percentage is even higher in other major metropolitan areas. This
is the fastest-growing sector of urban life. Yet most highrise dwellers are
unevangelized and unchurched. Unless evangelicals awake to the
challenges and opportunities represented by highrise housing, we are
likely to fail altogether in our objective of fulfilling the Great Commis-
sion, :

"The conclusion fust expressed is the most important statement the
group wishes to make known to Congress participants and other readers.
In addition to evaluating the need for highrise evangelism, the group dis~
cussed the special character of highrise residents and the evangelistic
problems presented by them, The group also considered. at length the
strategy proposed by Rev. James K. Wong of Singapore -as well as other
alternatives and modifications. :

Characteristic Features _ o _

Highrise dwellers tend to be suspicious of outsiders (though perhaps
no more so than other urbanites). They are frequently lonely and isolated
from community life, Many complexes are locked and guarded against
outsiders. In some metropolitan areas highrise occupants are iransient,
in other cities they may be quite permanent. - o

Highrise dwellers are not confined to a particular economic class.
But where a particular complex is primarily composed of residents from

iower economic levels, conditions are apt to be crowded. Consequently




