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i. List the ;min‘ts relating to the subject on which mcsr of the group
AZTeCE.

a. Universalism is s-u*;wmed by two Hues of thinking. for those who
adhere to biblical authority, appeal s made (o several texts. which
speak of God’s desire for afl men 1o be saved. A second bagis of this
theory is philosophical, an appeal to the love and justice which rendered
unthinkable the idea of heil. The appeal to Soripture is weak on two
counts. It uses Scripture relatively, finding the mass of biblical evidence
pointing to the lost estate of some (Luke 16:198; Matt. 2531 John
3:36; Johu 6:14: Acts 14:6, etc.). Hermeneutically it fails to take into
account the context of those passages which speak of God's desire for
all to be saved. In each case the losmms‘; of some is found in the im-
mediate or larger context,

The appeal to the %_hdrdvfﬁt of God s not asual[y hnked with
biblical exposition based on commitment to the authority of Scripture,
Therefore we do not find it compeliing.. However, we do not aliow the
charge that biblica! teaching on the eternal lostness of men is irrational
or conatrary to God's character in any way. Among many. evidences
addressing were the {ollowing: (i} men are ‘condemned for rejecting
the light they bave (natural, 1eveiauona1) not for failing to respond to
light they do not have: (i) punishment wouid be in ling thh the. amont
of iight rejected (Luke 12: 4”73), {iil) the possibility of separaﬂon from
God is the inevitable result of God's love. He created man in bis image
wilh potential to reject his. lovmg feilowshm, not. as . robots pmmammed
for obedience. Forced love is not true love: (iv) those who do respongd
to God’'s mercy. will receive justice. God will deal justly with all: (v}
those who remain disobedient to God cannot be included in the feliow-
ship of the obedient. This would be injustice for the obedient and for
the disobedient, loving to neither.

Therefore, we conclude that universalism caunot be supporied from
Scripture and is heresy.

b. The Sjcnpmses do make a universal offer of salvation to all men,
When Jesus Christ took the sins of the world upon himself on the Cross,
he mfms the ggn?t of salvation available to ali (I Tim. 4:10; II Per. 3:9;
Eom. 5:48), It is through this salvatien and this salvation alone that
men can be justified beiom God and reconciled to God (I7 Cor, 5:19;
Rom, 3:22, 2(3 John 14:6). This does not mean that all men ars recon-
ciled to God, but only those who, under ihe conviction of the Holy
Spirit, repeny and put their faith in Christ.

<. God has ordained that men shall be saved through the prociama-
tion of the uespel And, in our understanding of &,rlpwre, they would
not be saved if the i’mspe; is not preached to them. This is a major
reason for the Church of Jesus Christ to go preach the Gospel that meg
might receive him and become responsibie members of his chureh.

d. We cannot accept the new universalistn which stresses that God
is reconciled to all men because of Christ's sacrifice and, thersfore,
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saved, Madn is regenerated and justified onty by faith-in Jesus; Without
saving faith, man is ignorant of God’s rlghteousness and is-separated
from God (Romans 3:28: 4:5; 10:4; 10:13; Eph."2:12)."Only through
believing in the merits of Christ as Savier can man have. efernal life
(John 20:31). The Bible leaches that those who neither know God nor
obey the Gospel will not experience the g]ory of God m etermly (1
Thess, 1:7-9),

e. We urge those who beheve in umverhahsm to re-gxamine  their
positions and evidences, chdnge their opinicns and join us in the global
task of reachmg all men everywhere with the Good News of salvation,
Lt Although we reject universalism. categorlcally and say feariess!y
that we believe in both heaven and hell, we do not hsld this view
l;ghtiy but witlh deep sorrow and a broken heart, We are aware ‘that it
is fotally ificonisistent to maintain this’ belief without a deep sense of
respons:bxllty to do all in our power to present the Gospel to 8ll ‘men
and urge them to believe. We confess before God that evangelicals
have been too ready in the past 10 leave the task of evangei:sm 1o the
few and not consistently to match faith with deeds. “It is not the” will
of God thai any should perish but that all should be saved, and come to
the knowledge of the truth.” (II Pet. 3:9). It is urgem lhdt we see that
all receive the knowledge of this saving truth.

2, List of major questions being asked relatmg Eo thn subject

a. Will everybody be ultimately saved?:

b. 'What about the. difficult passages of Scripture’ that seem to sug-
gest universalism e.g, Philippians 2:10, 11; Romans 5:18; Romans 11:32;
I Tim. 4:10; Col. 1:19, 20; Eph. 1:107
"¢, What are the imphcatmns of unwel‘sahsm to world evangelizam}n o
e. g » if all people wonld ultlmately be saved, would e have to preach"

d. What wolild the nature and form of puttishmrient be? Would it be
everlasting, or wouid it be in the f_orm of- anmmlat:on‘? Can a God of
love allow everlasting pnmshment"

e. What abbut those who die in infancy?

£. Whiit about those who are mentally retdrded"

g. What ‘about those. “who' have never heard or kmwn of Chrlst in
their lifetime?” .7
3. Compile answers to the’ major questlons asked. We iee} that’ some
of these questions 2 &re covered undex secilon 1of th:s report.




