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The pattern of the form of worship, as much as possible liberates
itself from the form of worship as 4 rule based upon rites and regulations,
Is it not that Christ through his death and resurrection has freed us from
the bondages of law, regulations and rites? The patterns of worship, ac-
cording to the New Testament, are in Christ Jesus freed from rites.

(iif) The worsth element. In the service, opportumty miist be given
for its participants to express their worship to God in the liberty of the
Spirit.

(iv) The evangelistic element. The form of wor';hlp must be'a twoiway
channel: In one aspect it is a means of God to express his work of salva-
tion for the world, in ancther aspect it is an invitation to the world/
Sur:ouudmg community. The pattern of Christ's life, moreoever, is a
patiern of a form of worship which covers all aspects of ‘the. ministiy of
the Gospel :

5. Summary and suggestions

. ... We concluded that there is a’ place for culture in the Scnptures
and we learned how cultures began. 'God loves inen ‘in their cultures
ahd wants 0 see thein all redeemed through the salvatlon provnded
throtigh his Son Jesus Christ. He wants them to hear his voice throiigh
his Word in their owr culturat settmg We hiave sought to 1dent1fy frotn
the Biblé such basic truths that are %upra«cu]tural and must be preachf:d
and majniained in any cultral situation,

" b, Furthermore, we have tried to point to the cnIturdl-rehgmus sel-
ting in Asia with its major religions, which presént uis with the challenge
to separate orlgmal cultural factors. (Wh]Ch are neutral and may be
‘maintained) from such’ features as are opposed to Christian revela-
tion ‘in the Bible and must therefore be rejected by the Christiafis,
to those featiires that are. endorsed by the Bible dnd muv.t be strength-
ened dnd kept,

c. A thorough study of the cultures, “Society Structures; customs,
‘religions past and present, has been recommended for Asia 8o that
the ‘Gospel may be proclaimed in a relevant way. A clear separation
of essential Christian elements from the “cultural enclothing” is dt-
tempted through a biblical ethnotheclogy, to help- the messenger
of the Gospel.

d. Adaptation of ‘patterns of worshlp to thosc forms that are in-
digenous and familiar both to the worshipers and to their community,
have been recommended as necessary, if barriers are to be kept down.

e, Besides the individial conversion pattern brought gver from
the West, 1 recommend the “multi-individual modeé of * conversion
which allows people to become” Christians’ within their social struc-
ture, so. that they need not feel they must become _Weslerners when
they turh to Christ! \
© f.'Lef us considér that for the sake’ of reachmg the millions of
Asia with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, a clear understandmg of bib-
“lical foundations and cultural identity will be the basis of a new strat-
egy for missions’ which will brmg miny not. only to hear the Gos—
pel, but also to become Chiistians 1 in their own cultural settmg o
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1. Pomz‘s of agreement (W1th Mr. Octavianus’ paper)

a. ‘The importance of the subject in refation to. the. evangehzatwn
of Asia

b. The need for further study of the subject

. ¢ Recognition of the diversity. of each cuityre

d. The culture itself is not evil .

e, Cultural and religious elements are oftert 1nseparable

f. Culture is to be seen as a channel for communication :

- g The supracultural aspects as set forth in the Bible are more than
the nine aspects listed in the papsr {e g., aspects of eschatology are to
be included). . : S .

2. Significant disagreements :

Though - Hebrew and Grcek cuiture‘; are media for revt:latlon,
these cultures are not to be considered as superior; however, it ‘was,
pointed out that these cultures are superior.

3. List of major questions and answers

& Is multi-individual conversion typical in Asja? Often the Asians
make their decisions in groups. The Asian society is not that individualis-
tic, so Asians like to make decisions in mutual affection and dependence,

b, Is Christianity imported to Asia from the West? No. Christianity
is not imported from the West. Its origin is in Asia, But the Gospel
message was brought back to Asia mainly by Western missionaries.

¢. How much of the cultural element can be retained? Those which
are not contradictory to the Bible and those which do not have religious
significance.

d. Is individualism evil? Modern forms of individualism (these are
unscriptural) are to be dxffercnnated from individual's integrity before
God and man.

4. Specific attitudes

People can become Christians in their own culture thh 4 roinimum
of social dislocation. Cultural adaptation is acceptable, but should not
lead to syncretism of any kind.

5. New emphasis in evangelization

a. Use culture as a channel for communication.

b. When the particular cultural practice is opposed to biblical revela-
tion, find (or look for) suitable fumctional substitutes for the social
life of the society concerned.
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. ¢. Clear the misunderstanding on the part of the listeners toward
the Christizns {or missionaries) before the Gospel is preached.

7. More study and reseavch nesded

a. The meaning and cultural implications of ¢ustoms are to be
studied in a particular culture in order to evaluate whether the customs
are to be retained or not,

b. In-depth study of varicus cultures: study must be undertaken
to heip those working among Muslims, Hmdus, followers of Confucius,
etc.

¢. Study of missionary anthropology for each’ region,

8. Resources : - :
Information is available through the School of World Mission of
Fuller Thcologmal Semmary, Pasadena, Caleorma. :

9. Steps to share the contents of the paper with athers

a. Study our own church: lisi those: which ave cultural, elements
of a foreign culture and those which need modification.

b. List practices often questioned in our own society and evaluate
them.

¢. Share the insights of the paper with other church members.

d. Incorporate ihe study of cultural aspects in the training programs
for evangelists,
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BIBLICAL THEOLOGY AND. CULTURAL
IDENTITY IN LATIN AMERICA

Pablo M. Perez

The presence of Protestantlsm in Latm Ametica has beed fclt in forms
which are stereotyped to @ certain extent’ and which have in turn
been taken by many to be its distinctive characteristics. In different
circles and areas “the brothers” ~ as believers are known throughout
the continent — are identified by their habits, norms of conduct,
patterns of social organization, worship forms, as well as one or two
works of charity = besides a number of peculiarities. which are some-
what inexplicable. Furthermore, a good number of these same be-
lievers is in complete agreement with such a de«;cription and some
even find a special satisfaction with it and do not give a.ny further
thought to what it implies,

But when. one goes deeper into what is. realiy represented by the
Protestant protoiype in Latin America, one will discover that in many
respects such a “prototype” is nothing more than the somewhat stramnge.
amalgamation of customs and habits which were prevalent in other
couniries some decades ago, and the Latin American character. And
it is strange not omnly because it is out-of-date in those places where
it originated and is thus considered a relic of the past, but also because
it was from the very beginning -a result of imported ideas with but
little discernment, and conseguently has. not taken root in its new
habitat. If there are no roots, its fruit-has been. practically nomexistent;
in order to produce it almost every effort has been concentrated in
those stereotyped forms mentioned above and in a conformity-to them.
In other words, an external demonstration of some secondary character-
istics has been sought primarily, and it has been made. to appear that
they in tumn are the final goal of every believer.

It is pertinent, then, to raise the question: Should customs and
activities as practiced in our Protestant churches in Latin America
be discarded? This.question at the same time raises some others which
help us focus the problem in its true dimension. It is not a case of
discarding or accepting, but of the need to place the Protestant chu_rch
in our continent in 2 position. where new horizons open before it.
This will mean on the one hand that the church should be enabled

“to reach a higher level of discernment concerning its own position,

and that she may do so in: the light of .biblical directives. She should
also be able to take the appropriate steps to find her true identity
and, consequently; offer 2 more viable spiritual alternative to the av-
erage Latin American, On the other hand, it will also demand a rig-
orous discipline which should keep her from going back to old practices
while allowing her to launch confidently into new undertakings which
up to now have been outside her reach, No doubt it will also produce
more- stable and reliable foundations for the second and third genera-
tion Protestants. These in themselves represent a most serious problem
in connection with the strengthening of the Protestant witness and the
continuity necessary to establish a more solid and visible community




