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We wounld. like to reaffirm that the meeting of human need in whatever
form. it confronts us is simply obedience to the command of God and, as
Paul says: “A faithful confession of the Gospel of Christ.”

We do not believe therefore in evangelization through social service,
We recognize that social service must be an integrated part of our
evangelization. It is in itself an essential expression of the love of God for
his world, . -

. Wedeplore the disparities and uneven distribution of the resources
in God’s world. And we repent of our corporate and individual iden-
tification with a status quo which exploits, perpetuates, or at best ignores
the factors which create conditions that dehumanize our fellowmen and
degrade the image of God in which they were made. And we must devote
ourselves to a far greater measure of sacrificial involvement in society in
the Name and for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We recognize that much of the poverty in the world is poverty of op-
portunity and not just poverty per se. We acknowledge therefore the
need to devote more thought and action to helping those who are unable
to help themselves and are the victims of injustice and exploitation, We
were rebuked by Prov. 31:8, “To speak up for the poor-and the needy and
-see they get justice.” And unless we are to act like ostriches in the face of
the overwhelming teaching of Scripture, we must fulfill our rights and
responsibilities on behalf of those whose rights and responsibilities are
proscribed or denied. -

However, we saw a danger of being precceupied with world prob-
fems in terms of impersonal facts and figures remembering that
“statistics don’t bleed — humans do.” Surely we are called in the words
of a popular song to be “people who love people.” As Jesus did. As Eliza
- Doolittle said to Prof. Higgins in the musical My Fair Lady, the world is
saying to us as Christians,"Don’t just tell me you love me — show me.”

There has been much talk here about our:being all one in Christ
tesus. The time has come, we believe, to stop just professing it and to
start practicing it. In this connection we will never learn to bear one
another’s burdens until we start to care for one another as brothers. As

the Living Bible transiates I John 3:1 8, “Let us stop just saying that we
love people: let us really love them and show it by our actions.”

To fulfill our respective goals we desire to forsake our overt iden-
tification as agencies and orgarizations for the good of the people we are
seeking to serve. We must cooperate for Christ’s sake. So often the only
reason for an organization’s independence is to promote its own program
as a fund-raising flag. And we must beware of capitalizing on the plight
of those who suffer for the sake of (he funds we are seeking to raise.
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We call therefore upon evangelic?1§ worldwide to cooperate mg;;z
effectively and to coordinate more efficiently as we asmzt thlgsetwensand
to serve. This could prevent thedscandal of unnecessary duplicatio

‘ i and limited resources, .
Was‘[t\:)seurlfe]&)ge:izreg{),rlly too well that the heart of all our society sa Ergg:
lems is the problem of the human hv;art. _Nevertheicss we‘urgg (ivresgon_
cals to think through the basic principles that rei;ate to our _soctl_a hu%]an
sibilities, Let us face up to the commands of S¢ripiure in llnee lmfational
need and tackling the social problems that confront us at local, \

i ational levels, _ ) .
and l1?itrililnly we recall the words of Dr.-Josip Horak of Yugoslavia speak-

ing at the Berlin Congress: “The most importapt. thing for Chri]sjtlan!s’ Lo~
day is not simply to talk about their opportunities but to use them.



