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A LAYMAN LOOKS AT WORLD
EVANGELIZATION

Jon Nickolans Huwge

The 20th century is the layman century, Church leaders and- ministers
around the world are in agreement that the mission of the church is to
evangelize and propagate the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Chyist.

To insure that the charch will not die but flourish, evangetism dene
by laymen is fast becoming a part of the reguiar church program. To car-
vy on an active, effective program of evangelism, the church must have
the full support of its laity. Every believer can and should be a witness. In
effect, they are either good or bad, for the Scripture points out- very
clearly that we are “epistles of Christ” known and read of all men (11
Cor. 3:2,3). More than that, we are in.the world the holy priests and am-
bassadors of our heavenly Father to witness and to glorify Him (I1 Cor.
5:20; I Peter 2:9), L . :

- The layman in this twentieth century is a potential witness, He need
not be a super-salesman nor a super-human being to be used of God. In
fact, God has called the foolish.things of the world to confound the wise,
and the weak things to confound the mighty (1 Cor. 1:27). We need but o
turni our life and our personality over to God and.we can say [ike Paut, 1
can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” There is no ex-
cuse for not serving God daily as a witness. Not that we should leave our
business to serve Christ, but make it our business to serve Christ in and
through.our business. _ S : : :

In order to do that, first of all we must have: o

1. Personal assurance of sins forgiven; of life eternal, of positive rela-
tionship and- of positive present possession. -

2: Awareness of responsibiility to glority God, to bear witness and
have fellowship one with another, to read and obey God's Word, to
spend time in prayer, to obey God’s will and the Holy Spirie,

3. The disicipline of devotions — through daily devotions we geta
knowledge of the Bible and keep close to the Lord to maintain a vie-
torious, spirit-filted, dynamic Christian life. With Christ in control Iife is
balanced and effective,

We have already pointed out that the mission of the church is to
evangelize and propagate the faith. Every believer then as a member of
the body of Christ becomes responsible to bear witness,

Witness means: To give facts or evidence, to testify to one with a per-
sonal knowledge of anything.

Let us briefly find out and answer the following questions,

L. Who should witness? To consider reverends, pastors, and bishops,
as the only group specially called to serve the Lord is irrelevant to God's
standpoint. “Ye shail be my witness or ambassador ... {Acts 1:8; IT Cor.
5:18-20) means everyone — every believer, every born-again person. [t
can be a doctor, a lawyer, a teacher, a clerk, or a policeman like me. We
have only to obey the Great Commission as a good Christian soldier,

We thank God that since the beginning of the twentieth century
there are many spiritual fighters without using any church title who wit-
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EVANGELIZATION

Luis Santiago. Botero

A LAYMAN LOOKS AT WORLD ©

Since I was touched by the Gospel in the untiversity. fifteen years ago, 1
have been disturbed: by several features of the contemporary church that
it:seems to.me do not adjust to the instrument proposed by God to'take
the light to the world..I wanted from:the beginning to be just a plain
Christian. Denbminational differences have been for me, as they are for
many who.seck the Gospel, a'burdetr. The Jack of unity between brethren:
belonging to different-organizations and their iisistence on emphasizing
whatever: separates.them, has always.disturbed me very.much. Youw ecan-
not find in the body of Christ the unity required so “that the world may
believe™ (John: 17:2 192 e s 0 - o Sy LV LI TS
One of the most relevant distortions that 1 find ‘in"the contemporary
church s institutionalization, understood as the organic conformation of
the'church to:a business enterprise-mode] or to a secial club, To this you
must add the professionalism of the ministry, once <lergy and laymen are.
distinguished, with the. cotisequent dependence of the members of the
congregation:with respect to the ministers in-order to function as church.
The communication of the Gospel has thus become the task of specialists,
with the risk that it may no longerbe the normal task and the privilege of
every believer. On the other hand..isolation of the redeemed in church
buildings, does not allow them to.effectively be the salt 6f the earth.. The
buildings for. the assembly, of the faithful have become a substitute of the
very notion of ¢hurch. e
Within such a frame, the Holy Ghost finds very little dfteedom to
move. The Word of Life does not reach those 1o whom it is addressed;
and the life.of fellowship between the brethren is very limited. We.do not
s¢e nowadays many: Christian communities of which they can say they
persevere unanimous every day as in the example of Acts 2:43-47. com.-
munities where-the fellowship in Jesus Christ. reflects itself in inters
family relations, in mutual help, in secular work, in service and in all
realms that give practical expression of our faith.- - : S
I tind another hindrance to the extension of the kingdom of God in
the marginalization of the church from the contemporary. world; caused
by institutionalization; by the .absurd dichotomy between: the .material
and the spiritual, and by a wrong interpretation of what separation from
the world means, swhich we have adopted as an.excuse not to give a per-
manent witness in:our work, in our social and family relations; in our
responsibilities as: citizens, in the arts; and-.in sport. This other-worldly
position, qualifiéd by a conservative ethic that we stress too much in our
message, has:made us lose our .contact with reality. We-do-not go to the
world to seek those for whonr Jesus died, expecting that somehow they
will .become. interested. in attending .our evangelization meetings.: Our
message sounds very strange:to:the -ears of ‘the.man without ‘Christ, or
there is no response at all because the message is not refevant to his prob:
lems, The proclamation of the Gospel fails in being an existential wit-
ness. We do-not take advantage of our situation in the world where the




