VIDEQ PRESENTATION
A Message to the Congress
Billy Graham

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. I'm speaking to you from a Methodist
church here in London, just around the corner from where John Wesley lived. And so
this is a very historic place for us to be when we talk about evangelism. I suppose that
it’s almost as hot here in London as it is in Manila. But T want to take this opportunity
to thank Dr. Leighton Ford and all of those, such as Thomas Wang and Ed Dayton, who
have worked fong and hard to make this Manila conference possible.

I regret that three things have kept me from being there. First, physical depletion.
After the six weeks of our mission here in England, L am physically exhausted. Second,
the overwhelming blessings of the Lord on these British meetings that went so far beyond
anything we could have ever dreamed. Not only the evening meetings where thousands
of people made their commitments to Christ, but also the scores of additional meetings.
Third, the challenge of Hungary, where in just a few days we will be having a week of
meetings ending in their great People Stadium seating seventy-five thousand. And we
need your prayers for that.

This Manila conference is a far-reaching and historic gathering for which we have
been praying for many months. I'm praying that God is going to use this Manila meeting
to touch the church throughout the whole world, and that all denominations and other
related organizations will sense the presence and power of this conference because it’s
needed in our world.

And certainly this conference is needed if we are to evangelize the world in the next
few years. It can be done. The technology is there, People are hungry for the gospel.
I heard about a man in China the other day: There were people passing by who were
Christians, and as they were passing by one of them said, “F'm going to stop and talk to
that poor old man about Jesus,” They were on the way down the mountain, going for a
tittle holiday; they stopped, and they looked at him and talked to him. And he cried.

He said, “You know, I prayed to him all my life, but I didn’t know his name.” And
I think there are millions of people like that, people throughout the world whose hearts
God has prepared. And T believe that this Manila Congress can be a tremendous ingpi-
ration, encouragement and blessing to the whole world church,

I wish with all my heart that 1 was with you, because I would like to sit in those
workshops. And 1 would like to hear those great messages that are going to be brought
in the plenary sessions. May God bless you all.

Thank you very much for giving me this opportunity of saying a few words to you.
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OPENING ADDRESS
“Proclaimm Christ”

Leighton Ford

Fifteen years ago this week, the First International Congress on World Evangelization
convened in Lausanne, Switzerland, on the shores of Lake Geneva.

Now we are gathered in sight of Manila Bay for Lausanne II in Manila. “Why
Lausanne I1?” some have asked. “Why not call it the Manila Congress?”

Our son, Kevin, who is here as a participant, was born twenty-four years ago this
September. There have been many exciting moments in his life since, but we have never
forgotten that birthday. Inavery real sense, Lausanne 1974 was a birthday-—the birthday
of a movement, and we never really forget birthdays.

The “spirit of Lausanne” emerged in July of 1974—the spirit of a new vision and
cooperation in world evangelization. There we signed the Lausanne Covenant: to pray,
to plan, and to work together to evangelize the world.

Out of that Congress grew the Lausanne movement—a fellowship of leaders from
all parts of the world committed to further biblical evangelization. Out of the spirit of
Lausanne, literalfy hundreds of evangelistic movements and organizations have been
born. The movement has given birth to many other movements and this is why we still
call it “Lausanne.” Our prayer is that July 1989 will also become one of God’s kairos
moments and many other births will be traced back to “Manila 1989.”

Much is still the same in 1989 as it was in 1974—the need of a lost, broken, lonely
world; the mandate of Christ; and the message of salvation. Butimuch has also changed:
Then, in 1974 we were looking back on twenty-five tremendous years of church growth
worldwide, Now, in 1989 we look forward to the incredible evangelistic opportunities
of the last decade of this millennium. '

Then, the world had just emerged from the traumas of the sixties, Now, we wait
expectantly to see what the new openness and longing for freedom in our world—as
shown in the spirit of glasnost and the events in China-—will mean for the future of the
gospel.

Then, a bloody conflict in Indochina had just ended. Now, we have pastors from
Vietnam among us in Manila. '

Then, youthful protestors raised their voices against injustice around the world.
Mow, some of those same protestors are here among us as followers of Christ seeking
his kingdom of righteousness. ‘

Then, we became aware that God was raising up a group of outstanding leaders in
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