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enerations eagerfy grasped the ’?r;:;erg:;g
media opportunities, e.g., _moralit_’y-_-plﬁys and the ‘pr1‘r1‘t'_.u\1_:§¢;,1:.)r]_:is(_§a;1 ttic:; on-
temporary church needs to ekploit urgently the vast commu ication nev
v rlisiévéilable'todayf Fower, communications, ;md action ak availans
‘if'\t:pthé church,“under G'od’E’*-Sii_i_f‘iif,‘-_gﬁk:'s'h_ol_-d of thl}&;lrem.aj .a > field,
with vision and an aggressive spitit. .

évangelism, Whereas, earliet g

601

CITYWIDE CRUSADE
EY ANGELIZATION

Luis Palau

Mr. Palay, Portland, Oregon, is an
Argentine associated with Overseas
Crusades. He has conducted evangelistic
crusades all over Latin America.

John Wesley, George Whitefield, Jonathan Edwards, Charles G. Finney,
Dwight L. Moody, Elias Schrenk, R.A. Torrey, Billy Sunday, John Sung,
Billy Graham — what a sense of vibrating excitement grips the imagina-
tion at the very reading of the names of such great men! They are more
than individuals; they symbolize potent movements of God. God used
them to write history — nation-changing history. Their lives touched
millions and brought hundreds of thousands inio the kingdom of God by
faith in Jesus Christ. Their powerful influence touches our own iives,
even to this day. They are some of God’s choicest sesvants in the last
three centuries of the history of the Christian Church. o

Moreover, all the above-named had ons thing in common: each
practiced citywide crusade evangelization. And the power of those
crusades — by the continuing action. of the Holy. Spirit through their
anointed writings, life-stories, and still-standing. institutions — continues
to inspire young men to serve Christ in every land, _

i. Basic definitions o S

By citywide we mean the concerted effort by a group of local
churches, preferably on a. transdenominational basis, to. thoroughly
evangelize a city and its surrounding population centers, In some cases it
may even involve a'series of “satellite crusades.” These are a grouping of
cities that simultaneously hold citywide crusades, The purpsse is to make
a deep-seated, lasting impact on a whole vast region in a nation,

By erusade is meant; _ ' '

2. The harnessing of the spiritual gifts of all the believers in the Body
of Christ in the city, to make a united Gospel impact on the fon-Chris-
tian population,

. b. The ideal objective is that every individual in that tity .. clearty
hedr the call of God and the claims of Jesus Christ ... experience the new
birth (John 3:3,5); and begin a walk with God id the fellowship of other
believeys, either in previously established local congregations or by the
formation of new house-churches, _ _

" ¢.The expected result is that many hundreds, or thousands, of those
who hear the Gospel and the claims of Christ will receive Jesus Christ
into their heart and begin to walk with God in the feHowship as pre-
viously mentioned. : : '

" Thedesired and expected results of citywide crusade evangelization
are many. But the basic and somewhat immediate expectancy is

(i) That all those called of God in that city, who have not yet done
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so, and for whom “the fulness of time” has.arrivgd, will res‘pgnd by re-
pe,ntancc and faith, receiving Jesus ((Zjhristhas Sav1?;‘i ga:;(i: ;ﬁ)n(‘) f._de and
ii to the sove )
(ii) That those who thus respon 1o the sov olt of od and
i grow spiritually
“believe on the Lord Jesus Christ” will beg St At
i h a love and study of Holy Scripture, 19t
goal of maturity throug vl L T b e ol St
i i t to control them by .
allowing the indwelling Jesus Christ to | them | Ioly Spiri
y wi zed in water;, will become ;
and through prayer; will be t_naptue t e e e
-t Howship of the Body o
ever more effective members in the fe he | of Christin &
i i local church); will unders
local congregation of believers (a local 3 e the
ili “gifts of the Holy Spirit”; will begin quickly
ggéglﬂ;? Cﬁrist that saved them, 10 tl?mr relatives, friends, and out to
the whole world as God directs their lives.
ization is meant: L o
Ey’lf}}:g?;gri;ﬁling of Jesus Christ to the r{on—Chnstlang utihfm_ng the
autho;*ity of Holy Scripture under the anointing of the ley Sp_u'}litl.l he
b. Preaching the basic facts of the Gc»sdpe;l to c{rfery person
: d social situation in which he finds himself. )
cmtu;al(;[:niﬁznicating the eternal truth of God clearly and under
11 age groups. o
StandCa:rltyaitgl; citfrwigde cl::'usade evangelization tllsbor?ly }?nedmsal;(fofci
issi C its Head,
illing the Great Commission left to t.he Churce byi : T
zﬂékg;ﬁor ?esjus Chyrist. But a most valid method it is! Ot.her\;qzs)e gk;glﬁ
would not have given “evangelists” to his church, (E?h. 4.11.:;1 a;nd M)
. o § ‘ i )
is ‘valid than ever in this day of massive metropo n 3 oS-
:::égzrk?tan cities, exploding population growth, and a mass-media
i eneration, ) ‘ ‘ '
OnenEt??e:‘S‘:egcrusade evangelization actu}?lgf :n%o;{pn)l;a;;?r;?tg?vg;
izati acti 1 other krnown methods and Holy Spirit-
organization pmctlcallyQal P el
if Christian in the area who.wu, es to i ’
fﬁgibuﬁg;lla;yshare in a citywide crusac}e mth all of his God-given gifts,
abilities, and possessions to “take their city for God.

istori : ‘citywide evangelization
istorical precedents for citywi _ o
& T:E eﬂ?bliml precfflents. The Scripture recognizes the basic methods
for re.aching people with the (?ospe'l to be:
(i) The evangelization of individuals
ii ization of groups _

(;;2)E’1Y}?: %il;:[?pllg of cfu' Lard Jesus Ch;:st. In the‘ ‘New Tci::.tta:lr(ni::t,:
nearf 150 times we read that the Lord _Jc;sas”spok_e to' the ?1112 i 'resse:d
Tt telfs us that “the mulktitudes pressed him,” and becauses r_ﬂa% ssed
him, he had to get into a boat to be able to speak to them. a;) T'heyLord
rout;ded him that on some occasions he had o tlmedto ltj: a:tions o
often addressed himself to cities as a whole in hls",eq&rau ot e
Jerusatem, Jerusalem!), (“Woe unto. you, Bethsaida!™) ( .9 ;

14-272: Mait. 5:1). o _ ‘
Luke(ii,)lt}rﬁg, xample of the Apostolic Church. St. Paul ;;;a:gtlfféi
evangelization to the masses. He first__ of all went to the met;' atl;ncre(i
Why? That’s where the masses,gathired! Wlhe:n thz ;?Iggn 'C';r;(?}]atfy hetes
. ; :ts 19}, enraged by the turning aw dolat
ii;eEGp}:;;gi é?g;iceé, Paul could hardly be held back from going out to
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preach to the crowd in the theater. {I.am personally convinced he could
not bear the sight of a theater filled with people and no one to preach
Christ to them.) See Acts 28, o _ .

b. The precedent set by the post-Apostolic Church, Kenneth Scott
Latourette’s 4 History of The Expansion of Christianity mentions many
great servants of God who were engaged in mass evangelism. _

3. The ratioriale for citywide crusade evangelism,

a. Citywide crusade evangelization, done in the power af the Holy Spirit
is the communication of the truth of God to multiplied thousands of people.
And certainly this is God’s deepest desire even if the listeners refuse to
hear or believe (I1 Cor. 2:14-16; Mark 13:10; Matt. 9:36-38).

b. A city becomes “God-conscious,” When it is done properly and in
God’s time, a citywide crusade can extend its influence even beyond jts
borders, to a whole nation. The result is that the harvest of souls coming
to Jesus Christ is often multiplied. The conscience of thousands becomes
sensitive. The fact that the Bible has real-life, day-to-day answers for
modern man’s inner dilemmas makes thousands upon thousands ask the
right questions: questions about eternal life, forgiveness of sins, victory
over. selfishness and temptation, happiness and harmony in the home,
honesty in all of life. .

This “God-consciousness” provoked by a citywide crusade becomes
an amazing bridge to the souls of men, Christian beiievers find them-
selves — if they walk sensitively in the Holy Spirit ~— crossing that bridge
of witness at all times and in almost all places daily to witness with
authority of their Savior. _ .

c. Goverament and national leaders gre practically forced to hear the
Gospel during citywide crusades, As did governors (Acts }3) and kings
(Acts 26) in giving Paul a hearing, so today the leaders of nations ought
to hear the Word of God. In maost countries of the world, they do not pay
attention to our message ordinarily. But when they see a mass movement
of people, or an impact on television and the mass media in general,
leadership usually listens! :

&. Citywide crusades have erormous validity, also, because there are
spiritually hungry people lost within the vastness of a city who for years, like
Cornelius in Acts 10, have been searching and, so to speat, waiting for the
Good News of God, Historically, these searchers have become awakened

. and alerted by the mass movement of the crusade. Then they are drawn

to the message of the living, resurrected, powerful Jesus Christ. Thoy-
sands of these searchers that have lived in the shadows of big cities have
responded eagerly to the Gospel and have been transformed into “new
creaturés in Christ,” (Il Cor. 5:17).

€. The papulation explosion around the world calls for citywide crisade
evangelization. A new generation is 'constantly “coming of age.” In other
words, even if a given city can be said to have been evangelized pre-
viously, 4 new set of children grows up and must be fuily evangelized.

‘Constantly the modern move from the rural to the urban. cities brings in

thousands of new individuals to the cities that can and oughi to be
evangelized. o ,

. “Preach the Gospel fo every creature™ was not a suggestion, but a
command of our Lord. The Body of Christ in any given city cannot
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guietly rest in simply functioning to build itself up and have moments of
worship without a specific effort to reach out to the vast sea of human
beings around them that are not related at all to the family of God. This
never-ending desire and passion of the Body of Christ to reach ouf to the
lost can be, in a great measure, fulfilled from {ime to time by citywide
crusades. These do not, in any way — a8 we shall see in the next sec-
tion — nullify the on-going, daily witness by life and lip of every member
of the Body, On the contrary, it is both a complement to that daily wit-
ness, a stimulus to it, and a door-opener to future continuing sharing of
the Good News for years to come. SRR
£ Some 145,000 people around the world die daily and go to eternity
(every 24 hours) according to statisticians. Research shows that a 'vast pro-
portion of those eternal souls pass into eternity having never heard that
there is hope and eternal life and a fesurrection to come and the forgive-
ness of sins. o
“*Thus, millions upon countless millions keep passing on to face &
Christless sternity and the judgment of God without the knowledge of
God’s plan of salvation. Tt means that God, our loviag God, has not been
glorified before their eyes by the prociamation of the Gospel. o
This is an intoterable situation! I, personally . gnd 1 am sure that
gvery thinking, intellectual Christian joins me — cannot tolerate the
thought of so many millions going to eternity without Christ and without
hearing of our Savier, and still remain static and indifferent..

Maturaliy, panic is not the answer. Certainly the Body of Christ must
continue to function and life is to be fived normally. However, a citywide
crusade gives the Body an opportunity - [ would say at teast three timés
in every “generation” — to confront their neighbors, Known and
unkiown, and the whote city in which God has placed them, with the
marvelous, saving grace of God.

5. A neglected duty call§ for extraordinary Meqsures, thus citywide
crusade evangelization has unusual vadidity. 1.t us not deceive ourseives,
Even though ideally the whole Body of Christ ought to be witnessing con-
tinually, and ideally this witnessing should cover the earth with the Geod
Mews, this has not been done over the 2,600 véar history since Christ
came to earth, Nor is it being practiced by ‘all those who ¢laim to be
“Christian” in our day. There is no indication that every true believer is
actively propagating the faith, even in this geperation, il free couniries.

Therefore, citywide crusade evangelization is a necessary instru-
ment for the “stepping into the gap” of a segment of the church that has
peen negligent in its responsibility. '

h. Youth — which are usually otherwise indifferent to Christianity-and
its message — are attracted by the mass crusade approgch. There is a draw-
ing power td the movement of masses of people. And today, according to
statistics, around 50 per cent of the world’s population is young. Thus,
citywide crusade evangelization must be used if we are to communicate
Christ to the young generations. : :

1. Citywide crisades have a soil-testing function. Crusades reveal
responsive and non-responsive populations. This facilitates local chirch
planting andfer strategic decision-making by denominational and mission
executives. Sometimes crusades are organized because a city or area is
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known:to ibe responsive. At other {i

: e Tesponsive, o1 times, howe
gﬁlmgd out to discover if 4 particular ai',:s; Ailsrru.;v_rt;{ser,_;crusadt;s b e
e-to the Word of God, - e or fenot especially respon-
Rece - P R R TR - e
R ofr;;i sv;)(r);d;gcl,de statistical information demonstrates that in the.
ecade of the 705, ross the free world, with minor.exceptions, citywide.
grusades arc hay g-a positive response and much of the desired &ffect.
harvest.time around the world and therefore we ought (o praétifzz

dec

it with urgency, . , .
s ffeff} ;gyn;?% ;‘lrt_fsade makes true believers present a strong, @ wnited fac
Spirit :inffgct Clty\’;f:‘i g a,wgrphmg_.world. When dire'cted,t'iy the, H:':C';;
pirit, in fact, citywide crusades break down: barriers within the Budy o
Christ. Members. of the chirch who had either .:ﬁévgfwgggn e Dody of

viou imositi ' n e ‘
v [Silfo tit; ez:?;gmsitmsr botn. of non-relatignships betwf:‘énog;:l}: OQ?}E;
o I'ldl"y"s'pifit""r(g’ ithe __10\,?.,? of God that is shed abroad in eur hearts by
(he Holy Spirit” om. 5:5). It is true that some argue that since the-ﬁ’bdy
o s dsno ?{s}umted;a’?g:thqs’ay;‘pr wished, the unity of 4 crusade iz
ot dosply.real. However, in God’s sight, the unity is real, Any step which

dsto.bring believers together as one and which tends to foste'fvll?airé 1fgr

one another must be welcomed and. stimulated. .

- This uniting factor of citywi des, well documénted
condlls uniting factor of citywide: s, well documented
his - CHywide erusades, well
5%§t;2€zuyf and e_,),(_pe@enc_eﬁl even in.our generation, oﬁglﬁdtgcb%mf nae
b e R e
he members of the Body of Jesus Christ thus tell the world that though
g;izéggi;}lave differences — which no one is trying "‘:I-i()) t"%fi‘id'tleh'adt'lf?imlgh
erpsade ___ne(\:feg"cheless_,i.we.‘hgv‘f: a core of biblical faith that bir e 2
oth to Jesus Christ and o oné another.despite those real differ el
secondary matters, . TRt
"By this shall all men know that you. are my diseinles.”
By this shall all men know that you are my disciples,”
Jesus in John 13:35, “if vou'have love for one éfid%’helfl?’;e;"ilﬁ |

differences on

dthe Lord

believers displa ttywi i e hat e
belevers display in a citywide united crusade % & StroRg ropriat on
the minds of the,on-believing population, \RYES . shiong yptiat on
i yeide, rusudes make I possble o ioch “The Untouchables
ith the Word of God, Todlay's great, massive cities in their geographica
o Y- 1, magsive.cities ia theit, .
o hi'fg'h'-ri;s'y the ordinary means employed by.a single focal [Pz::hi?rl'c};é
Yany bight oT- ?hpartme:r_lt buildings are impossible'to enter for a.per-
face, clear pr“alaﬁ(;fé?‘;‘.}is of a piece of literature — much less a face.lo.
ace, clear, prolonged presentation of the Gospel of Jesus Chirist
© Mod -c¢ presentation. of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. -
the next seet =‘91.t¥“}9!e; evangelistic crusades employ ias'sh‘éuﬁibe’ssﬁé;wﬁ"'
this media, o Qn),f::a,l.55?5§=._commuﬁj_c?£i0ns_ media available, The ose of
p i sy epied with the miss movement in the city, which is blayed
news, makes eVe'::l tni:llg Tnigfydzsflfc;y b‘}@Wspéﬁéfs, radio, and' .t'eli.ﬁ:\fi:é)i[on
news, makeg even the most “untouchable” citizens read, listen, and have
a F%haBnC_e,-, o be atfected by the Holy 'Sc'riptciilrtézém 150, e, and ave
wé'al't'hy”'ttlfe: !lfnﬁﬂ‘l_‘fhﬂbles,‘:’ 1. mean’also the upper classés, the v
v seé{;]_ he Frg [essionals that in many, countries. of the world ha
degadesoflt‘ﬁ yl.eyg_ng_g.h@d.__.'In_‘n:our generation -— particularly in the
i T T S
eyebrows when they are being obviously corifronted with the saving wo
oe / re being obviously confronted with 'the sa
m heaven by all media that reaches them. This'is a né\«ifbs'itz‘g:igb\:(;f)g
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rhany areas of the world. Particularly, 1 c'an-spe:}k for the Lat‘in Ameri-
can nations, and I believe many in Africa and Asia too. There 1810 ques-

tion in the mind of most thinking Latin Americans that citywide crusades

od’s instr ' * out soci before in
have been (God's instrument to “open up’ out society as never befo

i "to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. . .
hlsJmlr.y A citywide e?zangelz’zarion crusade is the prophetic voice of the ‘pgop'le
of God to a nation. When carried out in the power of the H_oiy Spirit, in
our generation which has so mary mass rgedna tools ?vallable, it is a
historical moment in which the authoritative, pmph‘euc Word of G_pd
cdn shake a city, even a city numbering n}il}_l‘ons, vgit‘n. a confrontanon_
with the living, Almighty God. This public px_’pc_lamat:on of thg Cross,
the resurrection, and the life of Jesus Christ i us, on the par:t ot.'th.e
whole Body of Christ 1o the whole city and someliimes the nation, 1s i‘
visible, massive, public manifestation of the great power of the Gospel o
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1, For many, a united crusade is the end of their inferiorit
In nations where the Gospel has not thoro_ughfiy permgated. tgec;ﬁ?éf;ﬁ
the point where there are thousands upon thousands of believers, the
coming together of several thousand.in a-public stadium brings to the
heart of the lonely Christian frem some s all-chapél-in some hidden cor-
ner of the city, or to the group of believers in'a small town outside of the
city, a sense of belonging and of oneness with the larger comi;én'y that is
the whole Body of Christ yniversal. The’ positive effect of this factor
alone cannot be measured in the life of lonely believers in many parts of
the Woriq. It is therefore a source: of ministry to the; Body of Christ. . -
o. Citywide crusades are the occasion when for the first time-mar;y a
Christian leads another person to accept Chyisi.as Savior and Lovd. For
many reasons that cannot be analyzed.in this paper, thousands upon
thousands oi““-ChriStian brethren have never had the expérience.df per-
sonally feading another soul to believe upon and receive by faith Jesus

Jesus Christ preached to the multitudes,’ . _ By
itis thispprophetic, public, massive preaching of Jesus Chirist that so

opens up a city. And that city can never again be the same.because:
?tf:i)nopgia{ior? has i?éard the vc’.i‘ce'of ghe_ L}vi_ng God! The message fhas
been preached by the Body of Christ, in untson, through the vo_lcefol_ 1 an
evangelist ‘who is backed up by hundreds and thousands of fellow . . .
believers. Thus confronted, eveil stolt opponents of the Go_spel-of Jesus Ina crusade, we practice an evangelism of decision, And this creatos
Christ must reflect and consider, and some will be cor_we.rted. _ a consciousness and a sense of responsibility. The crusade also is ereates
" For we “believe in the Holy Ghost” and it is the Holy Ghost that decisive or timid pelievers how a person is led to Christ. And when they
“eonvicts men of sin and of righteousness and of judgment (John 16:8). see the simplicity and the beauty of it, they want to have a part! And so
And’ when the Holy Ghost, speaking through the voice. of ‘one . many do, that consequently they become continuing witnesses for the rest

fnessengey ~— and many hundreds of other messengers_anp}pted bydthe | of their days. . o Ton
same Holy Spirit — presents the message of the .(JPsPel"it is boun Eo d dp A CUJ’Wide_ crusade is the moment of spirftual renovation and a new

leave an imprint on the whole city and each mt_ixwdual thaft:cannot be edication to Ch.rzst on the part of many Christians. .- L

: q. £t is placing mass communication media at the service of a sovereign

foreotten in a lifetime. =~ o . . :
e m. A citywide crusade is the joy and the happiness of all the people of Creator an_gi at the service of the kingdom of God. Television; radio, the
press, the films, and theater, even the telephone system; deserve to be the

ether, singing, praising, witriessing, praying, and llistem_r_:g. to .the I
.%c:ﬁd“:ﬁ God proilafmgd. By their presence: and by their participation 1‘nstruments of.the-divine sovereign Creator communicating to his
o i ~Amen We are one ‘with _th.e pfeaghﬁr_‘ ngat.; hg, is c.1;catures‘ C‘?efrtlamly Go’d allowed the discovery of these fantastic means
proclaiming is what 1 would proclain if 1 were in his place. What you're ° gommunlcdtlng God’s truth, not to corrupt, but to redeem, to matare,
D ring s what 1 would say, if | had his gift. This'is our message to our and to bless humanity. Citywide crusades, in this last third of the twen-
_ R tieth century, have at their disposal, for the glory of God, these amazing
modern tools. And souls are saved when they are used! , R
r. Local churches grow numerically (as well as spiritually) and neu}

city.” S . Sing pi
Y "'his makes the people of God happy. There s no more exciting pic-
congregfzr{ons and new preaching points are opened up as a result of citywide
evangelistic crusades. I there is room for the new .“babes in Christ” within

ture in the book of Revelation, besides our bowing befare the throne of
God himself, than to sce time and again the multitudes described as, "1
heard around the throne and the Living creatures and the elders the voice he buildi iliti
of many angels, fumbering myriads of myriads an‘c,l thousarfds of2 thou- the uéldl‘ngs and the facxl}tles‘ of already existing local churches, these
sands, saying Worthy is the Lamb who was slain..” (Rev. 5:11-12). grow-during and after a citywide crusade. When there is vision on-the
No wonder in some cireles citywide crusades were niistakenly called partof denominational, mission, and local church leaders, and the plans
! are 'lald for initiating new local congregations, these are planted time and
again, consequent upon a crusade. In fact, sometimes new. local con-
gregations are born as a result of a crusade, without any plans having

“revivals.” What they were trying 1o say, in my opinion, was that though
the crusades were aimed at the unbelicvers, and the goal was their sa'l_v_aé
tion, they themscives had been s0 thoroughly transformed and revive b aid i icipati
een; [.asd in anticipation, The sheer volume of converts, plus the
sovereign action of the Holy Spirit, produces this most desira’ble result
Citywide crusades, therefore, create a new sense of responsibility within

spiritually that they fell into using the confusing-term,'“]—fe"_’s have a%
revival.” And although the term is 2 misnomer, it is 2 great revelation o
the existing churches regarding the i i
: planting of new local congregations
when the geographical and population configuration calls for it.g

Christ. In fact, I have met-Christian ministers in this situation. During a
cru§ade, however, due to the training, the sense of spiritual power, the
excitement, the harvest of souls that is going on around them, they launch

oul and get a taste of this. perhaps the m iti i i
. 3¢ ) : e most exciting, stimulating, ex-
perience in the Christian- life. ® ' >

what happens to the people of God in many a citywide'c_rusade_ that is
carried out in the fullness and anointing of the Holy Spirit.
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s. Christian young people are stimulated toform their own evangelistic
groups as a result of citywide erusades handled in the Holy Spirit. “ Teaching
by example” becomes-a functional and fruitful paraliel side-effect of the
crusades. The passion to reach out to the lost displayed by the leaders
and.older Christians awakens in the younger genération a vision for the
lost and a ‘passion within themselves to reach out within their lifetime.
The thrill of a citywide evangelistic crusade, from a theological stand-
point, is that it combines the impact to the masses with the intimate per-
sonal touch to the individual. When practiced wisely, in the Holy Spirit,
the publi¢ proclamation of the person and- the message of God becomes
very personalized in the person-to-person encounter between members
of the Body of Christ and those who are responding to the call of God.
Even those who are rejecting the message proclaimed often come face-to-
face with an individual Christian who confirms the Word preached and
reinforces it through personal conversation. It is the Holy Spirit, who in
His sovereign action, “personalizes” the message to the individual’s con-
science, heart, and spirit.

t. The public confession of faith in Christ tends o reinforce the decision
in the individual’s mind, in our day, in the same manner thar baptism was
considered by the person being baptized, in the beginnings af Christianity. In
many parts of the world today, baptism still has an enormous impact.
However, particularly in Protestant and Catholic lands, the public im-
pact and the personal impact on the individual of baptism seems to have
been reduced to a minimum. (It still remains strong in nations where
s¢hristendom” has not had a strong showing. The public confession
before a crowd of fellow citizens leaves an inner mark, strengthening the
inward conviction and determination of the heart by an-outward demon-
stration to those hundreds of watching neighbors, friends, relatives, and
townspeople.) : :

w. Historically, God has honored evangelization to the masses arnd has
used i as an instrument to introduce revivals. We speak of the “Evangelical
Revival” of the eighteenth century, which took place under the leader-
ship of John and Charles Wesley and George Whitefield, These men
were evangelists who practiced massive evangelization across the British
isies and in North America. God honored their strenuous evangelistic
campaigning. Thousands upon thousands were converted and there was
an effect on the land, Fifty years later, historians looking back, called it
“a revival.” :

The same can be documented for what is popularly called “Second
Worldwide Evangelical Awakening.” If, historically, we honor these
men who were used of God to introduce revivals asa direct consequence
of massive evangelization, what a privilege to follow.in their steps!

v fn these last three decades of the closing twentieth century, citywide
crusades glorify God and please the heart of God. When al! is said and
done, this should be the ultimate motivating factor for all Christian ac-
tivity, A citywide crusade, conducted in the power of the Holy Spirit,
glorifies God because: it proclaims the glory of his name; it exalts the
person and the work of Jesus Christ; it presents his substitutionary death
on the Cross and his powerful resurrection from ameng the dead; it
proclaims his power to transform and change men, families, and even na-
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tions, It glorifies God because it demonstrates hi

ns, It . 5 his love and i
umty_displgyed by the believers, and the love and affection tifjl(;ffhremdtih :
-play in their work together in evangelism. ' Fe

4. What constitutes.a citywide crusade? .
a. What it is not. - : -' S
(i) A citywide crusade is not me i ing ¢ el
. ( t rely a series of evening evangelisti
meet(;ir;g)gsi tw"her_e songs are sung and the message is p‘rocia'ir%led peste
i} It is not proclamation only. It involves a varied ministry withi
' . 25 8 min

the I?_qgi)yl_of Christ and to the fion-Christian world Sty Within

. (ii) It is not a “one-man show.” It i | o :

2 e -1t involves all or most of the Body
© (iv} It is not merely the mobilizati ofa : :
(i 1o ation of & thousand or t

Chrlfn)a?s within the churches, for a show of numbers or ten thousand

v) It is not merely a mechanical organizati 1 : .
humanistic basis, gets a movement going. anization that, e purely
b_. When isa citywide crusade truly effective? . o
unde{;)ﬁgziré iﬁt}s go?ctill;c:;;:{d 1in the power of the indwelling Christ and

ler t ing of the Holy Spirit. This is particularl

part of the leadershi ndioated o lond the

part of | ship and the men whom .GOd has indicated to lead the
(ii) Only when the message is-

1), I | ge is the clear and true biblical G

:zgteec:lall); elmlghas;zmg_the death on the Cross and the living 1?‘::1?: ’

ccted, almighty Jesus Christ, pres T ! in-

i amighty Jesus present to save and transform the in-

N iii [t » - N . . - - o
Chrigt, } It is effective when done in union with all or most of the Body of
(iv) It is particularly effective when 2 |
, is p _ a “touch f 7 fi
clea:zsgskrev,ltalges-, and renews the old believers in thcrzoé?tyGOd first
v} A crusade is truly effective when the multi faceted gi ts of tl
A ! ] E y = ted ft
Holy Spirit are functioning and being practiced by most of ti%:: ];oocf;l:)?’

Christ in that city. - S
o ‘gv?l)l A crusac.ie_is effective when the Christians, in particﬁlar. the
agl(;‘_lt ?&ﬁyl:ﬁidfrcsih:pt(})lf the llocal,congr‘_egations, are maturely r'esponsible
1d truly alerted to the vital need of immediate spiritual care, discipli
and building up of the new babes in Christ. b o, dlecipling,
c. Poren_nal_ dangers of citywide crusades, i o
crusé:i)eT;}};il;le ‘1ts_the ga;]ger that Christians will expect more from a
ad an it can deliver. We counteract this b ing
realistic goals and objectives for the crusade. Y presenting frue,
- (ii) 'll"hf:re is thf dange’r‘that Christians will want o turn the crﬁsade
pa&gﬁﬁ _urs;:;aly a haé)py time” for the. believers. Holy Spirit-led pré~
, ving, and training i . : '
i aae g ining in thé pre-crusade phase should cancel
(iii) There is the danger that Christi i i
( ; ' ristians will think a crusade is :
lscl:l);lt]éﬁti jﬁrofl?g;ngois, ;verilexpanding personal witness and ncnmm:ldlA
) ch. Again, this danger is dispelled by the lead ip’
example, the objective t i i g and atier the
o ‘]. eaching o.f Scripture before, during, and after the
(iv) There is the danger that even issior
o ere is ' church leaders, missionaries
ministers will “leave it all to the Team.” This is perhaps the grf:’a;:gsf:
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danger. It evidences itself in the criticism that is leveled at vigiting
crusade teams by so-called “objective studies of crusade results,” The
way to counterdet this danger is: to make sure that leaders, missionaries,
and ministers fully comprehend that all the Body of Christ in the city is
responsible for the crusade, that it is not 2 “Team™ crusade, but a crusade
by the Body of Christ and with the Body of Christ'in the city.

d, Whai o citywide evangelization crusade is in action. A citywide

evangelization crusade is the whole Body of Christ-working togetlhier and
using its spiritual gifes to accomplish the great commission’of Jesus Christ
it its generation within' the border of its “Jerusalem™ (Acts 1:8) Itisa
wise investiment of the tiie, gifts, money, and love of the Church of Jesus
Christ for the accomplishment of its God-given objectives. '
) Dr. Leightoh Ford indicates that a ciusade can be subdivided into
three major phases: Preparation, Penetration, and Preservation. Prepara-
tion would include giving a-vision to the Body of Christ; awakening
believers; revival and renewal within the Body; edification through
Scripture teaching and sharing; equipping the saints (Eph. 4:11-16); and
a minimum organization for maximizing effectiveness and results.
Penetration involves the obvious personal and massive evangelization of
the whole city, as well as the initial discipling and building up of those
who were converted during the crusade, The preservation and continua-
tion phase secks to edify, disciple, incorporate, aiid see spiritual
reproduction in those who come to Christ during and immediately
following the crusade, S

(i) The preparation is basically oriented towards the Body of Christ
in the city. The biblical bases are such passages as Eph. 4,1 Cor. 12-14,
Col. 1:24-2:7. o _

" There shoukd be pastors’ congresses and éonferences to stimulate the
awareness and reality of the oneness of the Body of Christ, to enlarge the
vision for workdwide mission, 1o renew their personal relationship with
God, and to emphasize the “priesthood of all believers” and how to lead
all members of the Body to use their spiritual gifts. T

The awakening arid reviving of betievers will be concerned with teach-
ing-on the indweliing-life of Christ, How to walk in holiness through the
Holy Spirit; and imparting a vision of the'lost without-Christ and. their
present and eternal state. . R :

Another vital feature of preparation is intercession and particular
prayer emphasis for the ¢ity and the salvation: of the lost.

Finally there is equipping, that is training and discipling, according
to Eph. 4. This will includé: how to be a “big brother or sister” to new
converts in Chirist and disciple them; how to heold home Bible studies
with new believers-or seekers; how to start a new congregation asa result
of the crusade; personal witnessing and sharing of our faith ih Christ, in-
cluding Scripture memorization; how to conduct effective evangelism of
children; how to reéach out-to youth; peeparation for the ministry of music
i the penetration phase of the ¢rusade; and equipping for special out-
reach to-jails, doorsto-door visitation evangelism, Scripture distribution,
and other means; o B o S

(ii) The penetration, or the evangelistic phase of the crusade, will be
concerned with the followirig: o ’
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Massive public rallies or meetings in an attractive public stadium or
auditorium, usually in the evening. These are the massive meetings which
capture the aitention of the city and the news media, and draw many to
hear the Gospel, '

Aggressive personal visitation and personal witnessing by alt
believers, utilizing literature and their personal conversion stories
everywhere.

Daily television evangelism and counseling “live” on the air.

Counseling centers in various zones of the city, to supplement the
television ministry, In these centers Bible teaching is conducted daily,
and probiem-solving counseling is freely given to all who seek it.

Daily radio evangelism through the press and magazines.

Evangelism in parks and street meetings, both children’s and gener-
al evangelism.

Breakfasts and luncheons for witness to politicians, business people,
professionals, and the wealthy who otherwise do not attend crusades,

Film evangelistn wherever doors open. Moraing Bible classes with
ministers, eiders, missionaries, and Christian workers.

Schools of evangelism that run simultaneously with the crusade,
Fluring the day. These will include practical Bible teaching; basic train-
ing in evangelism; and the organizing of students to help denominations
or missions that wish to start new local churches in virgin territories
within or around the city.

(i}i) The preservation and continuation phase of the crusade begins
during the evangelism penetration phase with the cultivating of open
doors produced by the crusade’s impact, and the edifying and discipling
of new babes in Christ. This phase will involve the following:

“Big brother or sister” ministry in the homes,

“Bible Teaching Week” in all local churches the week after the crusade
closes. :

Daily radio Bible teaching for continuity in simple truths.

Records, tapes, and literature for edification in the hands of converts,
“Welcome Day” at each local church for new converts.

Doctrinal “Baptism-Day-Oriented” Sunday School class for new
Christians in local churches.

5. When a citywide evangelization crusade should be con-

Sidered

& When responsive people are found in any given city. One way to
discover a responsive population is by a probing ministry through mass
media seed-sowing, as well as a measure of harvesting through the media.

b. When a group of spiritual, concerned individuals sense that “the
time is right.”

¢. In my opinion, every major city should consider a well-organized,
deeply-prepared crusade every five to ten years,

d. In times of social unrest and moral disorientation in a nation, a
well-organized citywide crusade should be considered.

6. Conclusion
“Let the earth hear His voice” is the theme of the International Con-
gress on World Evangelization. If we are to accomplish that goal in our
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generation, as is the wiil .of our Lord-dnd Savio.r, Jesus_ Christ, thcén
citywide evangelization crusades must figure prominently in-our world-
wide strategy. _ o Co . _

I believe that, as Dr. Billy Graham said at the end of the World Con-

"

gress in Berlin in 1966, “It is possible; it is probable; it is imperative
The whole earth must hear His voice! .
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Mr. Moses Ariye, from Nigeria, epened the session and introduced Luis
Palau, from the Argentine, who has conducted evangelistic crusades all
over Latin America. Mr. Palau spoke on citywide crusade evangeliza-
tion, and made the following definitions, “By citywide we mean a con-
certed effort by a group of local churches, preferably on an inter-
denominational basis, to thoroughly evangelize a city and its surroufid-
ing population centers,”” Turning to the definition of evangelization,
Palau said there were three points: First, the preaching of Jesus Christ to
the non-christian, utitizing the authority of the Holy Scripture under the
anointing of the Holy Spirit; second, preaching the basic facts of the
Gaspel to every person in the cultural and social situation in which he
finds hir: <-f; third, communicating the cternal truth of God clearly and
understandably to-all age groups. * . -

Palau’ conceded that citywide evangelism was only one means of

fulfilling the Great Commisston left to the-church, however, he added

that citywide evangelism was “a most valid method.” .
- Describing what a citywide crusade was not, Palau underlined that
crusades are ot hymn sings and Gospel sessions nor are they an attempt

‘to show strength for the local church or an organization which on purely

humanistic grounds gets a movement going. “A crusade,” added. Palau,
“is most effective when done in union with all or most of the Body of
Christ. It is particuldrly effective when a ‘touch from God® first cleanses,
revitalizes and reriews the old believers in the city.” :

Palau warned that there is a danger that Christians will expect more
from a crusade than it can deliver. “We counteract this by presenting
true, realistic goals and objectives for the crusade.” - '

Concluding, Palau said a citywide crusade should bé considered
when a responsive people is tound in any given city. He ended by say- -
ing what Dr. Billy Graham said at the conctusion of the World Congress
inBerlin in 1966; “It is possible; it is probable; it is imperative; the
whole earth must hear his voice!” : ' .




