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The issue of biblical authority as the Word of God lies close to the center
of Christian theology. Christianity stands or falls with the very question
of authority of the Bible as the Word of God. Where we stand on this
issue will determine the power of the Gospel we proclaim to the. world.
The question of biblical authority is, then, not the playing of the theo-
logical expert. It is the practical foundation on which the Gospel rests.

Everyone, therefore, who wishes to engage in the proclamation of
the Gospel should first confront this question of biblical. authority. |
Preaching is not the act of unfolding .our personal convictions, but . the
act of informing sinners .all that God has revealed, Evangelism pre-
supposes submission to the authority .of Scripture. In this sense the
Lordship of Jesus Christ over every witnessing believer first starfs with
the question: “How do 1 accept the authority of the Word of God?”

The source of biblical authority S - _

‘The acceptance of biblical authority is due to the belief that it is a
divine revelation. In other words, what makes the Bible authoritative
is that it is a divine Word. The question then arises, “Did God really
speak to man?” Some fundamental presuppositions must be considered
concerning this point. : - = )

. First, divine revelation is possible. 1§ we believe that God exists and
is almighty, .of course.he can communicate himself to us, The very fact
that God is alive.proves the possibility, of the self-communication of
God; because it is-the essence of love to reveal itself. ¥

Second, divine revelation is necessary. God is bound in Christ to
reveal his love toward sinners. In a special sense, revelation is available
in the person of his Son, cur Lord Jesus Christ, “In many and various
ways God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets; but in these last
days he has spoken to us by a Son” (Heb. 1:1-2). About this revelation in
Christ, we believe that the Scriptures are the clearest, fullest, and most
complete expression and embodiment. And that Christ is the supreme
revealer of God. Here we find the source of biblical authority in Christ.

Different views of Scripture _ . :

There are four different views of Scripture concerning the authority
of the Bible. o : :

First, there is the Catholic view. This holds the church to be the seat
of authority, Of course the Church of Rome also believes that the Bible
has divine authority and that through the Bible God speaks to us. How-
ever, that church has actually weakened the authority of the Bible by
adding oral tradition to Scripture and by giving the church its magisterium,
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of men, but also a witness to a revelation. of. God, Being a praduct of
fallible human beings," jt naturally contains errors. Nevertheless, it is a
special and holy book in the sense that it is “witness” to the revelation
of God, naiely, his revelation in Jesus Chirist. This “witness” is a hurhan
witness and as such it is open to criticism. As a human book, the authority
of the Bible is relative, yet at the ‘same time when God encounters us
in his free Spirit through this fallible witness, it becomes God's revela-
tion to us and its authority becomes. absolute. God’s Word i the en-
couiiter comes to me, not as information, but ‘as demand, and faith is
not menial assent, but the response of obedience.

" Revelation is that which hiappens in the response of faith, rather than
any thing that is said to evoke that response. Revelation is an event
rather than propositional communication. In this kind of existentializa-
tion of revelation the seat of authority still rests on the human side,
which makes the revelatory event possible by subjective appropriation.

We see here the essential kinship between the old lberal view and
the nec-orthodox view of the Bible. They differ in detail, but both begin
from the same starting-point and.end up with the same destination. If
there is any difference between them, it is only this: while the liberal
relativizes the authority of the ‘Bible, the nec-orthodox subjectivizes it
and makes Christianity & kind of uncontrollable “Christ-mysticisi,”

Fourth, there is the evangelical view. According to this the Rible is
the Word of God in such a sense that whatever it says God himself
says. The Bible is not “man’s report to us of what God says but (it is)
the very Word of God itself, spoken by God himself through human
lips and pens.” It is “the very Word of Gad, instinet with divine life
from the ‘in the beginning' of Genesis to the ‘Amen’ of the Apocalypse.”

The fact, however, that the Bible is the very Word of God does not
exclude the -divine-human character of Scripture, The Bible was com-
posed by men in human language as they were motivated and guided
by the Spirit of God: - Because God has used the mediim of human
language to make his will known' and has employed men to put his
message into writing, thete is. variety in the literary form of the Bible.

This divine-human character of the Bible makes its appearanee like any
ordinary book but its content is 2 message from God. That message is
found in the Bible, and the Bible is the Word of God. Because of the
fact that the Bible is the very Word of God, the Bible is the seat of
authority. ' : ‘ '

The reformers regarded the Bible a5 the supreme doctrinal authority
in faith and morals, divine in origin and: consequently infaliible. This
position is well presented by the Belgic Confession thus, “We receive
all these books, and these only, as holy and canonical, for the regulation,
foundation, and confirmation of our faith; believing without any doubt
all things contained in them, not so much because the church receives.
and. approves them as such, but more- especially because the Holy
Spirit witnesses in our hearts that they are from God, and also because
they carry the evidence thereof in themselves.” -

The reformers emphasize the Bible’s inherent authority and also
its objective authority. They insist the Scripture has authority in and
of itself as the inspired Word of God. It is the inspired. Word. of
God which is written and therefore addresses man with divine authority.
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The biblical doctrine of Inspiration _ _ :

Down through the ages the church has been convmce'd tpat‘thi
Bible in its entirety was inspired by God. The word “inspiration
needs to be clearly defined because of various modern uses of_1t.

Inspiration does not refer to the lmpression made upon the mind

of the person reading the classical work or even the Bible. It refers
solely to the impeccable text of the Bible which God breathed. The
word “inspired” used in I1 Tim. 3:16 literally means, acg:o_rdmg to the
Greek dictionary, “Gaod-outbreathed.” This term definitely affr}'m.s
that all Scripture is the product of God's breath. Therefore tl:wT bibli-
cal meaning of inspiration rises far above the tendency.to fiefl.ne -
spiration merely as dypamic. Christ did' not teach the msplr?tlon .of
the writers of the Bible but he did teach the inspiration of their entire
writings. Christ affirmed the inspiration of the entire Old Testament
when he said: “Think not that I am come io destroy the law, or the
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily 1 say
unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no
wise pass from the law, till ail be fulfilled,” (Matt. 5:17-18). .
" That Christ considered the Old Testament inspired is also shown
from his repeated question, “Have you not read?” The question is
actually equivalent to, “Do you not know that God has said?” (cf.
Matt. 19:4, 21:16, 22:31). The same meaning is to be understood by
“it was written” {Matt. 26:31, 26:54, Mark 9:12, 14:19, 27). thever
carefully studies the Gospel narratives in the light of Jesus’ attitude
toward the Old Testament will agree with Reinhold Seeberg's words:
“Jesus himself describes and employs the Old Tesiament as an infallible
authority.”

Peter asserts that the Old Testament has a distinet supernatural
quality for *holy men of God spake as they were carriec_i along by the
Holy Spirit” (IT Pet. 1:21). Paul also regarded the entire Old Testa-
ment as God-inspired. In Rom. 3:2 he refers to. the Old Testament
writings as the oracles of God. Thus most of the New Testament
assertions about the inspiration of the Scriptures are made about the
Old Testament. ) »

Then what of the New Testament? Here Christ's unique position
as the center of the Old and New Testaments must come (o recognition.
He placed his divine approval upon the entire writings of the Old Testa-
ment. Likewise he guaranteed the inspiration of the New Testament by
his promise of the Holy Spirit. In other words, “He who accredited t!le O}’d
Testament retrospectively aceredited the New Testament prospectively.

This prospective accreditation appears repeatedly in the New Testa-
meni. Jesus proinised his disciples the Holy Spirit who would guide ﬂ'}cm
into all truth and would bring back to their remembrance the teachings
they had heard {John 14:26). Peter asserted that he spoke 'blf the Holy
Spirit (I Pet. 1:12). Paul also assured the Corinthians that his message
was not of men but from God. Likewise to the Galatians he certthed_ “that
the Gospel which was preached by me is not man’s gospel. For I did not
receive it from men, nor was [ taiight it, but it came through revelation
of Jesus Christ” (Gal. 1:11-12).

In writing to Timothy, Paul quoted Luke along with Deuteronomy as

“Scripture” (I Tim. 5:18). Peter designates the writings of Paul “Scripture”
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(I Pet. 3:16); Thus even before the ¢lose 'of the canon the Apostles were
placing one another’s writings in the same category as the Old Testament.

It was. the position -of -the early Christians that' the entire. Bible
was the. Word ‘of -God. ‘The- Church. fathers set forih -the' same testi-
mony.: The united  testimony of sich -fathers as Clement of Rome,
Justin Martyr, Irenaeus is that the Bible.is in its entirety inspired: by
God himself.. Such a. High' view of:inspiration carries with it -certain
concomitant ‘truths.. That is the. doctrine of inerrancy "and - infallibility
of the Bible. Infallibility is a necessary inference to be drawn from the
doctrine of inspiration. Inspiration is incompatible with errors in the
Bible. If the words of Scripture in thé' original antographs . ave the very
words. of God inspired by the Holy Spirit,” they must-of necessity be
inerrant and infallible,: This was the attitude toward the Scriptures that
was held by the historical’ evangelical Christians through: the ages till
the present day.: -~ . . R R A,

New voices arong the evangelicals:'on biblical inspiration. . SRR
On the basis: of ‘the: above-mentioned: view: of inspiration; it -has
been. supposed that-historically: the :reformers -and the evangelicals of
our :own day -are i common ‘agréement . with biblical atthority. Now
the -agreeinent -seems: incompléte, however, and . -we-are beginning ‘to
hear new voices among the.evangelicals-which cause s theologically
tobe:on the alert because they seriously question: the- historic. doctrine
of verbal inspiration and inerrancy of Sefipture.« {7 v 0y e
+' De Wolf well ebserved: this new change- for he writes: “Tliete is
a-moticeable, though indecisive change in the biblical inspiration and
authority. Some of the mew. evangelicals, unlike:most of -the .funda-
mentalists, - avoid  teaching . ‘verbal® inspiration. of the Bible, stressing
tather plenary or. full inspiration.” A suryey -commissioned” by Chris-
tianity Today. clearly shows that hesitancy is:now prevailing among
evangelicals regarding the infallibility of Scripture:” = - = 1.
- “The survey regarding theological positions among ‘American ministers
revealed:twelve per. cent liberal, fourteén per cent neo-orthodox and 74 per

- centevangelicals, the later comprised: of 35 per ‘cent “fundamental-

ists” .and 39 ‘per cent “‘conservatives.” The distinction which ‘was. ap-
parent regarding the: doctrine of Scripiure, showed that fundamenialisis
subscribed. to the doctrine of inerrancy. while the conservatives: either
did not subscribe. to total inerrancy or ‘had doubts about the doetrine.
Nowadays. we ate:beginning to ‘hearfrom some evanpelicals:n cry for a
reinvestigation of orthodoxy and a:requestioning. of biblical inerrancy;
thus creating such a-new. theological climate.:.;*-. O O T

- Contemporary orthodoxy; to-some- evangelical minds, needs.to:be
realigned becanse it “does very little: to sustain - the : classical: dialogue
on inspiration. The foundation of new ideas has apparently run dry,
for what was once a live issue in the church has now ossified into 2
theological tradition. As a result a heavy pall of fear hangs over the
academic community.™? Perhaps the basic reason for such a dissatis-
faction against contemporary orthodoxy resides in the desire of some
evangelical scholars to win a new respectability for orthodoxy in the
academic community. To this end they even attempt to reexamine the
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docirine of biblical inspiration. and. infallibility in the light of modern
science, : o S R

- In doing so, a dangerous subservience to science is being signaled.
The desire to -win intellectual acceptability and to.gain a new respecta-
bility for orthodoxy has now led into a friendly attitude toward science
almost to the point of placing scholarship and science in the seat of
authority. The so-called “threshold evolution” of Edwardl. Carnell
and “the progressive creationisin” of Bernard Ramm are chief examples
of this new trend. . - .- ST :

Lovdship of Christ and proclamuation o S :

The damage done tothe suthority of the Bible is not, however,
Jimited to denials of the infallibility and verbal inspiration of the
Bible by liberals, neo-orthodox, or othexs. Damage to the Bible is also
done even by those who affirm its fully divine character and inspira-
tion. Some evangelicals consider the Bible as mere communication and
siatements about God which are- directed to man’s rational compre-
hensicn and demand primagily intellectual acceptance. :

Of course, the Bible is communication and should be accepted as
statements about God. It is, nevertheless, more than communication
and more than statements about God. We should be more than simply
“orthodox™ about the authority of the Bible: In this respect the Phar-
isees of Jesus’ day were in one way “orthodox;” for they rigidly accepted
every proposition in the Old Testament. o S

However, their attitude was severely under Chaist’s judgment, be-
cause they divorced the Scripture from Christ. I we divorce the Lord-
ship of Christ from the Scripture, we become guilty of bibliolatry. We
mmust aot see the Bible in isolation from-the redempiive act of Christ.
1f we let the Pible take a place  due to Christ alone we are falling
into another subtle form of pharisaic intellectual idolatry.

This form of danger-is great among those: who- believe: in' verbal
inspivation and yet fail to see .the Bible in living and unbreakable
relation with' the -sovereign Lord Jesus Christ and: the. message of
proclamation that follows. The Lordship of Christ and the authority
of Scripture must go hand in hand, The Lord Jesus Christ is the heart
of all Scripture. Christ the Word indarnate, crucified, risen, “glorified,
now lays his total claim upon us in the: words-of his royal edict; “All
authority in heaven and.on. earth has.been given to me’ (Matt, “28:18).
. Under his Lordship, Scripture presses upon us .the Gospel mandate
which thrusts us into every corner of our world, Let us go forth then
under his unlimited authority to. fulfill the: unlimited task "of world
evangelization with unlimited promise: “Lo, I am with you alway,
even to the end of the world” (Matt. 28:20). ' T
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