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lism at all times, We are sent to proclaim Jesus Christ and the resur-
rection. We must be present to be able to proclaim, and the kind of
tife we live in the midst of men of other faiths should be a witness
to the world. Our presence cannot, however, be the statiq silgnce
advocated by some. Many times our proclamation will be dialogical,
but not a mere intellectual exchange of words and ideas. In the course
of the dialogue, the Christian will not hesitate to proclaim “Christ and
him crucified,” for we are not ashamed of the Gospel. Qur proclama-
tion nevertheless is not to be conducted with the arrogance and in-
sensitivity that disregard the cultural and religious background of the
other person.

In certain situations, proclamation being a personal way of com-
municating the Gospel must involve a struggle to achieve understand-
ing and to establish a human relationship. Such was the struggle gf
Paul to become, “All things to all men, that 1 might by all means win
some™ (I Cor. 9:22). Having preached the Gospel, we must let peo_ple
express its riches from their own cultural background: E\lian‘gellcai
theologians should as a matter of urgency and through msplratlclm‘of
Lausanne 1974 work out a positive biblical theology of “Christian
Presence, Dialogue and Proclamation.”

In true biblical evangelism no wedge should be drawn betu:een
these terms. The apostolic approach was by and large “dialogical-
proclamation.” The challenge is for Christian men ever_ywhere_ to
proclaim the whole Gospel faithfully with urgency and patience from
Jerusalem to the teeming cities of the world and unto the utmost
villages of the earth. “Let the earth hear his voice.”
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Old Testament history as the history of Good News

“Evangelism attempts to bring all men into living, active fellowship
with God through Jesus Christ as divine Savior and through the regenerat-
ing power of the Holy Spirit, and to gather them into the fellowship
of the church, It endeavors also to lead them to express their Christian
discipleship in every area of human life, that the Kingdom of God may
be realized” (Dawson C. Bryan, “Evangelism” in Twentieth Century
Encyclopedia). In short, evangelism is the act of bringing the good news
which God has given through Jesus Christ to all mankind so that the
Kingdom of God may be realized. Although in Old Testament times Jesus
Christ did not yet appear in the flesh as he did in the New Testament,
vet the. good news of God was never lacking. The Old Testament good
news was given in the form of “promise” and “hope.” -

Old Testament history is the history of the life of Tsrael. It has
many aspects and must not be simplified. But from the New Testament
viewpoint the essential point of that history certainly should be inter-
preted as a history of good news. Not only the God-chosen people, but
also mankind in general was never lacking the pood news. To fallen
mankind, which deserves only punishment of God, God was always
gracious to grant the good mews, especially in the form of promise and
prophecy. Thus God has prepared the gospel history ever clearer .as
time progressed. .

The calling of Abraham can be considered as the beginning of the
good news in the Old Testament, though we can find many czamples
of good news of God already before the time of Abraham. To Abrabam
the promise of the blessing: of all mankind was given., The blessing of
all mankind was indeed good news, even more because it was from
God himself. To fallen mankind God granted this good news in the
form of promise. God. did not stop with this one announcement of
good news but was working throughout Old Testament history. God
was, of course, the God of justice and judgment. Therefore the history
of fallen humanity as well as the history of Israel, can be seen more
in terms. of divine judgment. Constant misery, wars, captivity, and
famine were the characteristic of human history, This human misery
can be interpreted in many ways. But at the last analysis the interpreta-
tion of human suffering in terms of human responsibility before God
is most appropriate {o give us hope and courage to face it in the future.

The purpose of the history was not in punishment as such, The true
end is seen in the good news which developed gradually. This fact
becomes more and more apparent as time progressed. Through Moses
the promise of a “good land” is confirmed. Moses is always related to
“law.” But the positive purpose of law was the blessing of God, Es-
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pecially the promise of Canaan, already given to Abraham, But it was
obvious that Israel’s conguering Canaan was not .as such- the real-end
of the good news. That went far beyond Israel’s Canaanite conguest.
At that time the real purpose was not yet so apparent. It was the.coming
of God himself, and God’s reign to be established, namely, the Kingdom
of God. To show this fact, God has given Israel the form of the King-
dom of God, namely, the monarchy through Saul and David. When the
monarchy was granied to Israel, however, they were warned not to
mistake it, or to lose sight of the fact that it was only the form of the
kingdom of God. They had to seek the God-cliosen Messiah in their
kings. God declared, “I have set my king on Zjon, my holy hill* (Psa.
2:6). ’ : ’

To this king, afi the kings on the earth were to be obedient and
make homage, “Now therefore, O kings. be wise: be warned, O rulers
of the earth, serve the Lord with fear, with trembling kiss his feet.”
God has given the promise of the everlasting kingdom on the throne,
“Of the increase of his goveinment and peace there shall be no end,
upon the throne of David;, and upon his kingdom, to establish it, and
to uphold it with justice and with righteoustiess from this time forth
and forevermore. {isa, 9). :

But, thie end of the good mews in connection with this monarchy
was not in the Davidic monarchy as such, The earihly kingdoms were
to be utterly destroyed and the people of Isracl were only to be brought
to captivity. It was only at this moment that the Old Testament good
news became clearer. The tertn “good news” in the Old Testament is
most frequently used in relation to the post-exilic situation of the
people. The good news becameé prominerit only in relation to the post
exilic hope.

The eschatological character of the Old Tesiament Gospel

As the time of destruction of the Davidic monarchy drew near, the
Old Testament eschatological hope also became prominent in Old
Testament prophecy. Phraseology such as “in that day,” “in the last
day,” “in the day of the Lord” were used more frequently. The final
fulfillment of the promise of the Lord would be realized in those days.
Maturally this final day is related also to the day of divine judgment.
Amos is considered the first to have used the term “the day of the Lord.”
Though he may be the first one who left the word in written form, in
fact, this eschatological hope was the focal point of the mind of the
people of God. since the day of Abraham. The people of Israel actually
have been living their historical life with this hope.

But, as time passed, it became clearer, that the day must be the
day of divine judgment, and that only through this divine judgment
would the great forgiveness be given to the repentant remnant. “Woe
unto you that desire the day of the Lord! To what end is'it for you?
The day of the Lord is darkness, and not light” (Amos. 3:18). This day
of the Lord was often related to the marching of the invading army and
complete desolation and devastation, Shame and humility are the natural
results of this violence and destruction. Habakkuk describes very vivid-
Iy the picture of the invading Chaldeans. Tsaiah describes the devastated
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land. “Ygur country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire: your
land, strangers devour it in your presence, and it is desolate, as over-
thrown by stiangers.” Actually, the divine judgment is to brﬁing: down
ali the high things before God. “The lofty fooks of man shall be hum-
bled, and the haughtiness of man shall be. bowed down: and the Lord:
alone shali be exalted in that day” (Isa. 2). ' . .

In the total judgment and devastation God shows. his grace to the
remnant of Isrgel and all the heathen. They shall be gathered from the
nations and they shall form the nucleus of a new Israel. “In that day
will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the
breaches thereof, and I will build it as in the day of old: That they may
possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called
by my name, saith the Lord that doth this” (Amos 9:11, 12).

This good news is. most eminent in Isa. 40-66. It starts with “Com-
fort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye 'c'omfortab'ly
to J?rpsa}em, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that
her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the Lord’s hand 'd;)inle
for al’l her sins.” “O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee wup into
tht.‘,_ h1gh, mountain: O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, hift up thy
voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the citiés of Judah
Behold .your God!” The content of the good news is summarized in
these words: “Behold your God!” “Behold, the Lord God will come
with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him® (Isa. 52:7). sings the
bealgy of one who brings this good news, ' ’

 “How beantiful upon the mountains im that bri idings
’ t!lat 'publish_eth pi;ace; that brir?é:tshd;ict}éetfi;?ttlgo; 3;11;(:23} i’;:{:g;ﬂgﬁg}:ﬁ; lr:;?f:’
tion; that saith unto Zion, “Thy God reigneth!” Break forth into joy, si;xg tagether,

ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the Lord hath 1 i 5
Fedtomod T O e comforted his people, he hath

e szlistﬁs iﬁle new afgfl:{. the day which all.the'_ prophets have foreseen
yond the horizon of history., That is the new age which is introde
by the day of the Lord’s judgment. i 1 .1b " .roduced

The wqua‘ historical character of Old Testameni Good News
This good news of the redemption of Isragl, God’s coming to réign
over his people is not only related to the people of Israel. but to all
nations. It js the time when all nations come to Jerusalem to honor God
1t shall come to pass in the last déiys,'that the mounfain of the Lord’:;
house shall be established in the top of mountains, and shall be exalted
above hills.” All nations shall come to the house of God, the final
peace shall be established in the world. In. that day, Israel sfmll be the
third with ’Egypt.and with Assyria. The Lord of hosts shall .bless Egypt
and Assyria: “Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of
my hands” (Isa, 19:24, 25), Therefore the psalmist calls el nations

to be glad and sing for joy: for God shalt judge the people righteously
and govern the nations upon earth (Psa, 67:4), ' L .

Summary o o o C :
. (i) O1d. .Te_fstament history is truly'.thé'history of the judgment of
God over his people and the nationg, but it was never lacking in “good
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nevws” which was givén in the form of “promise” and” “hope.”

{iiy This “good news™ took différent forms in different citcnmstances
such’ ag multiplication of family mentbers, déliverance from enémy: but
the core content’ became ever clearer ag the time progressed, ie., it
was “Beheld, your God,” and references to the kingdom of God.

{iii) This was the news of “the last days,” “in those days,” i.e.; the
eschatological time. R e o

© o {iv) It was the day of great judgment of Gad, and the resuit is the
humiliation of man’s part, and the peace of the world, established among
all nations,” R SO : '

Evdngelisin in New Testainerit history -~ R R s
Old Testament history was the history of the proclamation of good
news to’ Israel as well as to the nations. But it was only in" the form of
promise and hope. But New Testament history is nothing but a history
of the Gospel. The Mew Testament history starts with the preaching of
Iohn the Baptist. All four Gospels introduce him as a forerunner of the
Gospel history. The focus of his preaching was to urge people t6 repent
and prepare the approaching Kingdom, “The Kiligdom of God is-near!”
John was considered as the dividing point. Before him it was the age
of law and prophets; but theteafter the kingdom of God was preached
(Luke 16:16), He stands between the old age and the new age. In fact
he was also an evangelist, because he functioned as an organ to intro-
duce this new age. Before the new age was introduced, repentance
must be preached. John was preparing the way of the Lord: the Lord
of the Good News. - o C Sl
Jesus'is the bearer of the good news of the new age. When Jesus
heard that John was cast into prison, according to Matthew, he began
to preach, “Repent, Tor the kingdom of heaven is at hand™ (Matt 4:12,
17, The content of Jesus” preaching was actually the same as that of
John the Baptist. It could not be differént. As long as history continues.
the kingdom can never be fully realized, but can only be at hand
The only difference between Jesus’ preaching and John's was in their
relationship fo the kingdom., One was preparing the kingdom’s coming,
the other was to give the kingdom. Therefore he could say that the
kingdom was at band and at the same tinle that the kingdom was al
ready there, as to the women at Sychar (John 4:23) or as in his Beelzebub
discussion, “If | with the finger of God cast cut devils, no doubt the
kingdom of God is come upon you” (Luke 11:20). Therefore thé coming
kingdom of Jesus is aiready here and now, bui the final coming which
is at hand has yet to come. To the guestion of John the  Bapiist, he
says, “The blind ‘receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have
the Gospel preached to them” (Matt. 11:5). Jesus declared “that the
kingdom of heaven belongs to the poor in spirit’ (Matt. 5:3).- With
the accompaniment of signs and wonders Jesus preached the kingdom
of God. his entire life is characterized as the life of preaching the good
news of the kingdom. “And he said unto them, I must preach the king-
dom of God to other cities ailso: for therefore am I sent” {Luke 4:43),
He was sent to preach the Gospel which John the Baptist predicted.
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Luke 8:11 describes vividi
; y the manner of his iife “H
] 0 . ’ e :
]c:?nt Zvery C}ty and village, preaching and showing the giad“:‘ecrt]'t tl}rough-
gj om oil;dGod; and the twelve were with him.” g of the
esus aid not only himself preach the go ‘
. - » Od
fl;ji Sés_g{gies A{;;Et tg preach the kingdom o%g GOdne;;fls& S:)lthﬂélzj? tgg ief}:
- oo Aller Fentecost, the content of th dz iples’ ing wa
concentrated upon fesus Christ, According ts };ngpéﬁzpléi?igggi;;as
5 42, th e

did not cease ia '
ol cease to teach and preach Jesus Christ, daily in the temple and

in gvery house.

W i ' :
o f;e;gegheﬁgée;?m}uon came on lerusalem the Gospel was spread
e ide Ei!on ; Je .erusalem. They were scattered. sbroad throueh-
o U dowi n (t)he z;qtaea and Sarparia, Philip was the first one w%m
(hats gy t0 iy of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them”
;o) L WAS even taken as far as to the Gregks {Acts 11:12). T?::jn

Paul became the evangelist to the Gentiles, :Bverywhere in the world

I Cor. 15:14, 2; Tf Cor 10:16
o e @ AR or 10016, 11:7; Gal. 1:8, 11, 4:13 i
:g;lhélllyg Jl:;f! s_;Jeisj;js‘t Cgr;sst- himself. They preached"‘Ii)i'xn:?h(eGﬁqsg?Iffiis
cts - 8: : i e Lord
Jesur; (acts 1 X 1'7.1.8),.:_Chrnst Jesus (Acts 5:42), the Lord
- The ultimate source of the Gospel i 7 nself, 1 -
ospel is God himself, | : '
rl:::ev?st -tI?IOAl::ltacif) .refer to God himself as the proclai;;ij?o?t:[?;’reswg
pew .10.7 Goii d.36, God is said to preach peace by Jesus Chris%o?n
pe m ys.tefy od Cfoccliares to his servants the prophets. the fquillmeni of
oo . _ X namely, the coming of Messiah, the kingdom of
- Therefore, the same source y : ;
: e, of the good news in the Old Test
period, namely, to the people of I_srael and to the nations, js t{}jxerljse:)s;?g}:eg;

o : ; , r God, establishing
imate peace on eartl, was in terms of eschatological hopzsujflﬁfhc;:}%

would come, Now, in th
me, . ¢ New Testament, was i
come, and his presence is the good news’ the fulf.lllmcnt._ Josus had

TheTias;gi of the New Testamnent is “power”
e M e ry M i '
i pgwerozpie} of the New }_cstgment I8 not simply words or news
o aﬂ,l 1v§n}5g power which introduces a new réah'ty of tife. Pau!
s G‘!od” (Régot-;?(xame\d of -t:he Gospel of Christ: for it .is the. -m::fs
ot (Rox 1i.n- w )}:]’Iofhebl"hessalomans e says, “Our G()sp;ipca:gir
- N0 v word only, but ajso in 3 ¢ in oot
oL ou ir ' only, b 3 power and in the ¥
and ;nrmlih ;ssuraga:{, {I Thess. L8 Thus the Go&pei-cogsz G{I?‘Sf’
WY ;a ;;ff‘.ig?swhzcn m'clm may find a.nmew life. This is the 9{)@??%
. § new reality, man is b ; i )
o g s ney ality, 1 ® born again, rendered o £
b 'ame:s an o%{bci{e?: nation. The Gospel iy t?ne power of d{}nghleolm,
n,reafgﬁs theiecc_iesmlogicﬁ communion in faith ©0F Bod which
vangelism i s Iy T iod i
o ca[]jmjjbo:iinj;\l’ St}‘lif;l jﬁg\znf‘ ;asta:memhpenod is, therelors, the activity
calling bott Jenties imnto the communion. is ity
;()if Jéie whlci; W&Z brought by Jesus ang created by th: S(‘J;‘ﬁm o
IR, namely, the commupion of e ¥
: _ saints. The ¢ -
regeneration of new beliavers, The‘ numbelfe !deSﬁes aored for the
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fullness of the number (I Tor. 4:15, T Pet. 1:23, 1 John 1:3; Acts
2:38). T

istorical scope of New Testument evange_lwm o
TheOﬁgrl%fétament evfngej:ism was of‘the world h_xstor‘:calhscale_. lit
was not only related to the final salvguon an(_l blessing ‘cif t ed .pe?i)sg
of srael, but also to all nations coming to Zion, to exa; an p;"tain
the name of God, saying, “Come ye, and let us g0 up to t.he mou ;
of the Lord, to-the house of the God of_ Jacoh. Th_us ]tf ‘e peaceO;)d
God shall be established on earth, “Wation shall ngtTl;l L up liiwhigm
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more, I is wt?;;; e
torical scope of Old Testament evangelism 1s“v151ble al fsc in o e
Testament evangelism, The Lord commanc}s, _ Go therefore- a% | make
disciples of all nations.” Therefore all nations - must bem;mg Lg 1}}1 e_
of Jesus Christ. All nations must learn _fmm Jesus:-' hlow to Wt:-i atn oakg
God. From our experience we may interpret this command to munit’
disciples out of all nations as meaning that not eficl} Inatw;l :llls gu)rd :.
but individuals from each nation may become disciples ;) h e Lord.
But the literal meaning is xlllot 30, blit 'th>t rpakc dilgzgpllii ;)t e:;l Chnzltl ati(;;;

ly make every nation his disciple. It is our _ !
;l}?;.llljdy become obidient to ‘the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Chrlbst. }:::1
ready the walls of partition between Jews and GentllesGwez;elzl TO "
open. According to Paul, both the Jews as well as thfah c;ln iles ‘Zic-
imprisoned or shut up in unbelief by ‘God‘, that God mlI% t -’?‘Vetglmenst(
upon all (Rom. 11:32). This world historical scope of ew ;}Sl‘mited
evangelism must not be neglected, becaus'e the doc_tr}ne% Clh ted
atonement does not conflict with the umverse}il valldlty 'Oi rf'all
atonement. Therefore we must take the words,‘ Make dlijzlp s oe "
nations” literally, with a good hope, because it is also the scop

lament eschatological vision.

ol_dﬁgzlwmm historical %cope of both O}d Testament anq New fT‘?S:f:
ment evangelism must not be confused with the mlst:-}ken ll'dea ;}_n U‘;he
versal salvation.” The error in this latter case comes in ob ‘gera i gh()ld
sharp distinction between obedience ar}d czlsobedlence. 3 west o
firm the world historical scope of our I:A)rds _comm:‘atnd-, Wﬂﬂl;’lu ot
iose sight of human haughtiness and dlsobedlenqe dga?Stb eme o
of Jesus Christ. As many as come into the new reality of life e(cioh e
disciples of Jesus; and as many nations as Iearr.l._ frop_l our Lcif i, olxzveo
live harmoniously, taking care of each other with true l}rot erly love.
become the disciple nations of our Lord Jesus. The_re f)rcfi ;lv‘e st
bring this good news, the news of our Lord fesus Chr_xst anh‘ Lli !icgi
dom, which is already imminent, with wgoocil.and urgent eschaiologica
hope, boldly and with confidence to all nations!

valism in biblical histo _ .
Revi\;ﬂ{ggﬁ cIieff)rie Old Tegament evangelism as the prophetic atqt of
bringing the good news to the people (?f Israel as well as tfo 1tlh_e nz:] 1&?’%
Old Testament revivalism can be defined as the event o ht e_ljte c; ol
realization of the people of God, where l_:hey stand. It is t ethaq (; e
people coming to themselves by returning to God from their faller
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state. Therefore, in their external forms, the two, evangelism - and
revivalism are different from each other. One is through the prophetic
preaching of a good news, previously unheard, but. the: other is the
equaily prophetic preaching of the good news which had been preached
to them in former times. This latter js through anamnesis of God’s
goodt news toward them, and’ through & new realization of their fallen
state, so'that they can also realize that they have had a promise of
God’s final salvation and-thus recover the hope of the good-news,
Though evangelism and revivalism are different from each other
in their external forms, in the inner core both have the same aim, ie.,
coming ‘back to the promise and hope of the good news. It js through
evangelists that men have continually received the. good news of God
and been brought into the communion of the people of God, but it is
only through revivalism that the people of God come to the vivid realiza-
tion of the good news and recover the courage and confidence in hope,
Good examples of Old Testamerit revivalism are King Josiah’s reform
movement (11 Kings 22:3, 23:25) and Ezra-Nehemiah’s revival movement

after the exile. : .
New Testament history is in toto revivalistic, especially in its Spirit

led history. Indeed God is Spirit, and where God i’ concerned, - the
divine Spirit’of truth is prominent. This Spirit-filled movement is most
clearly seen in the new birth of ‘the New Testament church at Pente-
cost. The disciples; scatered after the passover, were brought together
oiie after another by the Risen Lord, and through the presence of the
Spirit were now totally renewed and enlightened in spirit and thus arise
&% & new community: first of all as a preaching community. Since that
time, the history of Acts is characterized  as Spirit-led history. The
Risen Lord himself is the Master of ‘the ‘mission: works, Every action
and every decision on the part of the disciples are motivated: and com-
manded by the spirit of Jesys, - :

" This gift of the Spirit is interpreted as the sign of ‘the coming of
the last days, The Apostle Peter claimed that the prophecy- of . Joel had
been fulfilled. Therefore, spiritually speaking. the Jast days have already
come here-on earth, ‘but historically — especially eschatologically .—
speaking, thiy is the sigh and pre-manifestation .of the coming kingdom,
Therefore the revivalism has an. eschatological ‘character. It 'is the
phenomenon of the end-time. According to H. Bavinck, the New Testa-
ment - foundation. of missions is the invitation of JTesus. Christ to the
eschatological feast. The word of Jesus “everthing is. ready”. is "the
real foundation of mission works. At the same time, according to him,

invitation of the Lord Jesus to his kingdorm, to all the world.

Evangelism in comtemporary life - R

- In comparison with ‘evatigelism in" biblical ‘history,  evangelism

“points:

in -contemporary life is characterized : in “the following  three
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(i) lack of world historical persepctive
(i) lack of a sense of urgency . . . C _ .
(fii) the basic philosophical presuppoesition.of Western individualism.

. All these basic defective characteristics of contemporary evange-
liss are rooted in one great and serious historical disease of the West:
secularization. In the West, Christian religion has been always culfus
publicus up to - the-time of Reformation. But after the Reformation,
especially -since the rise of modern industral society, the Western
world became gradually secularized, and religion was pushed out from
essential social relationships, and became a matter of private life. Oun
the other hand, the various spheres of human life have developed on
the secularistic philosopbical bases. The conomiie socio-political aspect
became especially prominent, Particularly at the time of World War
11, pagan forms of national integrity in the form of national socialism
and communism, devastated the Western world. In spite of the post-
wat effort. of the rehabilitation of Christian Europe, the deep-rooted
secularism of Western civilization does not seem to have healed gquickly.

it is against this kind of background that evangelism found itself
deficient.. Fvangelistic programs -calculate usually to. arouse religious
interest on the part of people who have been leading busy lives in'a
secularistic society. But the religion which is aroused in the mind of
the people can hardly have any relationship to this.world. The only
possible concentration - point. of evangelism in the changing, multi-
dimensional, even chaotic world is the concentric, center. of an in-
dividual ego, “I”, Since the day of Kierkegaard, and during the two

World War periods, this point has been the only possible area of
identity -in the identity crisis. Not only Rudol Bultmann, but also
Billy Graham have concentrated the whaole attention upon the point
of “decision” or “Entscheidung:” . - . . _ .

This individualistic tendency in contemporary Christian thinking
has been all the more strengthened because of the biblical interest
of man_ himself and the, personhood of ‘God. Though the biblical ideal
of the kingdom of God aims at the total salvation of man and the
cosmic palingenesis, at the same time the Bible is always concerned
with ‘the condition of an individual heart and therefore the individual
salvation: election,: calling, justification, sancitification, and glorifica-
tion of the individual. At the same time God comes to man in personal
encounter. Qur Lord knrocks at the -door of each individual heart.

The - contemporary dichotomous conilict between humanization
and evangelization is also actually deep-rooted in the inner discrepancy
between .the biblical . personalism and the sociological character of

modern man's existence, - : : B . o

In ordet: 1o solye the religious problems which come from:the
secularization of the West, a number of proposals have been made,

Barth’s transcendental realism, Bulimann’s existentialist interpretation

of the Gospel, Bonhoeffer’s non-religious (secular) interpretation of

the Gospel, the various radical theologies: the theology of revolution,
the theologies of counter-culture movements, and finally Moltmann’s
reinterpretation of Christianity in terms of hope. All these approaches
have a common methodology, though their contents are different from
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each  other: they each dra i '
© the W 4 certain hermeneutical prine; ‘
C 8 . . - a
ontemporary i{fe whn_ch.ls basically drawn from the. blillr)]l?gglzogzg]

useless, 1 i

eless. rlr?a lfa?;hgezp:;ji x:ry rileanmgful as Christian apologies to
nodern . _ ty eloguently to moder i
tianity is not meaningless even frogl moéern mzﬁ?s orepeatiy Catis

gligni ;th;; S(l)];;ztlans in Germaz}y at that time? Were all of them who
Christiniyy CSUid tm)}‘. fight agamst Hitler non-Christian? Should . the
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of all nations.” This commission itself contains the good news: the
vision of the making disciples of all nations, ie., the vision of the
evangelization of the world. :

All nations should become disciples of Jesus. It is obvious that a
nation can only be happy by becoming a disciple nation of Jesus. Jesus
only can fulfill democratic ideals, social justice ideals, and all kinds of
cultural . ideals. In fact, therefore, all nations are presently striving
to become disciples of Jesus, but in wrong ways. We must therefore tell
all nations to learn about Jesus our Lord inh the right way for only in
that way can nations really live. : ' '

¢. The sense of wrgency — The work of world evangelization must be
acoompanied by a sense of urgency. No nation can become happy
without Christ. The happiness of mankind depends upon him. As much
as he is preached and put into realization in the national life or what-
ever sphere of life, so much the nation or its people can become happier.
Each individual, each group, each nation, indeed all the world, urgently
need to learn from Jesus Christ, and to have him as the Lord. His
personal presence only can give them true life and new values. At
present all mankind is in agony and-misery without him. Without him,
there remains nothing but power struggles, economic injustice, enmity,
wars, corruptions, dehumanizations: in toto, sin! Therefore all the
world urgently needs to be saved from all these miseries into the fellow-
ship of Jesus Christ. - : : '

* The true urgency of world evangelization originates from God
himsel. God commands-all mankind to be obedient to his Son: the
Way, the Truth, and the Life! God created man for his’ own glory.
Therefore -all mankind is obliged to glorify God, by becoming obedient
to him. The coming of the kingdom is nothing but God’s recovery of
his own sovereignty over his chosen people and all nations and all
creatures, “I will sanctify my gréat name and the heathen -shall know
that ¥ am the Lord,” says God (Ezk. 36:22; 23)., God -has exalted his
great pame through the crucified Lord. The kingdom is nothing but
the kingdom of the crucified and risen Christ. God urges all-the nations
of the earth to be obedient to this Christ. Any ‘nation which does not
obey this Christ shall be: punished by God the Father of Jesus Christ.
Therefore God urges the evangelization of the nations. :

The Lord Jesus himself vrges world evangelization, He is the coming
Lord. When we, with uplifted head, Jook for only him, the  coming
Lord, to come back again for our perfect comfort, the time seems to
be very short. The Lord is truly very near to.us. The time of salvation
seems to be at hand. In fact we shall see him before long because we
shall beé with him in heaven. Therefore the souls under the altar cried,
“How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge?” (Rev. 6:10).
Since we look for him, he seems to be coming very soom, yet if we look
at the works which are still going on in the earth, his coming seems to
be delayed. Those who asked the guestion cited above-are told that
they “Shall rest yet for a little season, until their fellow servants also
— that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.” (Verse-11),
While this number, namely the number of martyrs increases, they are
told they should wait. This New Testament sense of delay of the Lord’s
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