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Introduction 
The Lausanne Global Classroom is designed to connect emerging evangelical leaders to key issues and 
ideas in global mission today. As these leaders grow into national, regional, and global influence, our 
hope is that they will be equipped and knowledgeable for the work of mission in their generation 
through this resource. 
 
This Classroom episode is on Nominalism. Nominalism is a problem that is as old as Christianity 
itself. It means to be identified with a religion in name only. People may self-identify as a member of a 
religion or belief system, but not live out the tenets of that faith. This happens among Christians, and 
even among evangelicals. The features of nominalism clearly change in relation to the cultural and 
ecclesial context in which the church finds itself. The most basic point is that nominalism is more of a 
problem when Christianity finds itself in a dominant or majority situation, especially when Christian faith 
so shapes culture that there is a confusion about the nature of one’s identity.  In post-Christendom 
situations nominals are much less likely to have any identification with the church and see themselves as 
Christians by association with a broadly Christian culture. This episode examines the impact and effect 
of nominality on the global church and on the individuals involved. It also examines the antidotes to 
nominality, helps fulfill the goal of engaging the church in various aspects of nominalism, and seeks to 
inspire young leaders, established leaders, churches, organizations, and movements to understand how 
to address nominality in their ministries. 
 
Global Classroom episodes are short videos in documentary format totaling about 35-45 minutes, 
designed to give a broad introduction to the subject of the episode. The short video sections may be 
viewed all at once, or section-by-section at the discretion of the group leader or instructor. The Video 
Introduction page in the User Guide may help you to determine which section is most appropriate for 
your use and/or where to stop the video to facilitate reflection and discussion. 
 
Additionally, each episode has a User Guide, which builds on the topics introduced in the video. The 
User Guide contains curriculum for four tracks: 1) small group settings, such as a ministry staff meeting 
or a mission-minded discussion group; 2) an academic unit as part of a course; 3) a semester-long 
academic course; and 4) an individual setting for those personally seeking missiological content that is 
current and globally representative. Sections of this User Guide are relevant to one of these four 
contexts indicated by the following icons: 

    

Small group Academic unit Academic course Individual 

We hope you feel the freedom to use this resource in a way that makes sense for you and your group, 
class, or organization. We welcome any feedback you may have about this or future Classroom courses. 
Please send your feedback to the email address below. 

Thank you for participating in Global Classroom: Nominalism. 

 
Brent Burdick 
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Director, Lausanne Global Classroom 
bburdick@lausanne.org             
https://www.lausanne.org/lausanne-global-classroom/global-classroom  

Episode Introduction and Outline 

This video is designed to give participants a broad introduction to the topic of Nominalism. The section 
videos in the episode progress through the outline below: 

Outline of Episode 

1. Introduction   

2. Definition of Nominalism (and What Causes it) 

3. Biblical Foundations of Nominalism 

4. Theology of Nominalism 

5. Global Statistics on Nominalism 

6. Categories and Parameters of Faith 

7. Controversies Concerning Nominality 

8. The Church’s Role in Nominalism 

9. Reaching Nominals and Anonymous Christians 

10. Conclusion 

 
Total time:  64 minutes, 24 seconds.   
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Small Group Facilitation Guide 

Materials 

Lausanne Global Classroom: Nominalism video episode 

 YouTube Playlist 
 HD file downloads  
 
The episode can be watched in its entirety or by section. Each section is titled with a graphic. Feel free to 
pause for discussion (potential questions provided below). Also, in some contexts, you may only desire 
to use 1 or 2 sections of the video and cover the remaining information another way. Feel free to make 
these resources work for you and your context. 

 
 

Discussion Questions for Small Groups—based on the video episode: 

     Video Episode Discussion Questions: 
 
1. Discuss the meaning of nominalism? How would you define it? What causes it?  
2. How does nominality happen in the life of believers? What is the source of it? What is the 

remedy?  
3. Discuss the importance of conversion in preventing nominality. How will an emphasis on 

conversion strengthen faith in believers? 
4. How does nominalism happen in a Christianized culture? What are the dangers and 

drawbacks to faith from living in such an environment?  
5. Discuss the impact of secularization on Christian faith. 
6. What is the connection between having a faith identity and the practice of faith?  
7. How does nominality impact life issues such as marriage and sexuality?  

Leader Responsibilities Include: 
 

• Tailor the use of these resources to the knowledge of your group. Is your group 
already familiar with Nominalism or will these concepts be new to the group?  

• Determine the timeframe and format to discuss nominalism for your group. 

• Determine which questions best fit the reflection and discussion process for your 
group. 

• Decide on the activities listed below for the group to do. Decide on a timeline for 
presentation to the group for discussion of the results, if desired.   
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8. How do you see nominality expressed in the Old Testament? In the New Testament?  
9. How did Jesus prevent nominality in the disciples? How do you account for nominality in 

Judas Iscariot?  
10. Discuss the differences between nominality, being a Christian, and Christian maturity.  
11. How can a country be predominantly Christian, and yet nominality exists?  
12. How does the cost of being a Christian affect nominality? Give examples.  
13. Do you know some nominal Christians? How might they be encouraged to grow in their faith 

and relationship to God?  
14. What is the solution(s) for nominalism in the church?  
15. What prayers might you pray for your nominal friends, community, and church?  

Suggested Activities to Do in Your Community 

1. Form a group that meets regularly to pray for nominal Christians in the community and in 
the church.  

2. Show the Lausanne Global Classroom episode on Nominalism to people in your community. 
Have a discussion afterward using the video discussion questions above. 

3. You may also review the assignments from the academic and individual sections below to 
choose from books to read and find additional activities to do.  
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Syllabus for an Academic Unit 

Global Classroom: Nominalism 

This syllabus can be used as a unit in a class on ministry, missions, global issues, etc. See the Syllabus for 
an Academic Course below for a full semester directed-study course. 

Purpose 
 
To introduce the concept of nominalism and lay a biblical and theological foundation for helping to 
address nominality. To help students taking the course to understand how nominalism impacts the 
global church and its witness to the world.  

Outcomes 
 
After viewing the Lausanne Global Classroom episode on nominalism and completing the accompanying 
readings, discussion, and assignments, students will be able to: 
 

• Understand what constitutes nominalism and how it impacts the global church. 
 

• Develop a biblical and theological understanding of nominalism. 
 

• Understand the historical background and cultural influence of nominalism.  
 

• Identify ways to address nominalism in the church, community, and personally. 

• Understand the importance of addressing nominalism in the local church and community 
through emphasizing conversion, discipling, preaching, and teaching.  
 

 

 
Faculty Responsibilities Include: 

• Determine what part or parts of the Lausanne Global Classroom episode video on 
nominalism best fit your course purposes.  

• Determine the timeframe to be used for implementing sections of the video or the 
whole video resource. 

• Customize the use of these materials and assignments to best fit your purposes and 
course outcomes. 

• Determine what other resources might be helpful for your students to learn about 
nominalism in their ministry context.  

• Determine how you will grade or score the assignments and activities you choose.  
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Unit Materials 

Lausanne Global Classroom: Nominalism video episode: 

 YouTube Playlist 
 HD file downloads  
 
The episode can be watched in its entirety or by section. Each video segment is titled with a graphic. Feel 
free to pause for discussion (questions provided below). Make these resources work for your context. 

Articles:    
 

1. Christian Witness to Nominal Christians among Roman Catholics (Lausanne Occasional Paper 
10). 

2. Christian Witness to Nominal Christians among the Orthodox (Lausanne Occasional Paper 19). 
3. Christian Witness to Nominal Christians among Protestants (Lausanne Occasional Paper 23). 
4. Statement to the Churches on Nominality (1998). 

 
Suggested readings from the Bibliography (Appendix): 

1. Cawley, Luke. The Myth of the Non-Christian: Engaging Atheists, Nominal Christians, and the 
Spiritual but Not Religious. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2016.   

2. Gibbs, Eddie. In Name Only: Tackling the Problem of Nominal Christianity. Originally published: 
Winning Them Back. Tunbridge Wells, Kent, England: Monarch Publications, 1993 and Fuller 
Seminary Press, 1994. Reissued by Fuller Seminary Press in 2005. 

In-Class Discussion Questions (based on the video episode and articles): 

 Note: Some of the discussion questions below may be used as essay questions for a test.  
 

A. Video Episode Discussion Questions: 
 
1. Discuss the meaning of nominalism? How would you define it? What causes it?  
2. How does nominality happen in the life of believers? What is the source of it? What is the 

remedy?  
3. Discuss the importance of conversion in preventing nominality. How will an emphasis on 

conversion strengthen faith in believers? 
4. How does nominalism happen in a Christianized culture? What are the dangers and 

drawbacks to faith of living in such an environment?  
5. Discuss the impact of secularization on Christian faith. 
6. What is the connection between having a faith identity and the practice of faith?  
7. How does nominality impact life issues such as marriage and sexuality?  
8. How do you see nominality expressed in the Old Testament? In the New Testament?  
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9. How did Jesus prevent nominality in the disciples? How do you account for nominality in 
Judas Iscariot?  

10. Discuss the differences between nominality, being a Christian, and Christian maturity.  
11. How can a country be predominantly Christian, and yet nominality exists?  
12. How does the cost of being a Christian affect nominality? Give examples.  
13. Do you know some nominal Christians? How might they be encouraged to grow in their faith 

and relationship to God?  
14. What is the solution(s) for nominalism in the church?  
 

B. Discussion Questions on Articles 1-4: 
 
1. What are some of the differences between nominalism among Catholics, Orthodox, and 

Protestants?   
2. Discuss the biblical definition of ‘Christian’. 
3. Discuss cultural and other factors which may serve as a roadblock or hindrance to biblical 

faith among Catholics, Protestants, and Orthodox adherents. Outline some bridges or 
strategies to reach these people.  

4. How have factors in the history of the church affected the rise of nominalism?  
5. Where do you see nominalism occurring today? How might it be addressed by the church? 

By individual Christians?  
6. What role does the church play in contributing to nominalism? Eliminating it?  

 

Assignments  

Choose from the assignments below. 
 

1. Write an essay or essays answering selected discussion questions from above based on the 
video.  

2. Write an essay or essays answering selected discussion questions from above based on the 
articles.  

3. Show the Lausanne Global Classroom episode on Nominalism to a group in your church, 
school, or community. The student should lead a discussion afterward using the video 
discussion questions above. 

4. Write a 5-page response paper to each of the books suggested in the materials section 
above. In your paper(s), discuss how each book is significant for you and for a biblical and 
theological understanding of nominalism. Outline how the book changes the way you think 
about nominalism. What will change in your life and ministry after reading this book? 

5. Design a short survey that includes questions on involvement in the Christian life, faith, and 
church. Interview several people who you think might be nominal Christians using the 
survey. (Do not discuss their being nominal with them). Determine from the answers if you 
think they are nominal. Write a 3-page descriptive reflection report discussing your 
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experience and observations. Suggest ways from your research and readings to address the 
nominality in those you interviewed.  

 
 

Syllabus for an Academic Course 

Global Classroom: Nominalism 

This syllabus can be used for a semester-long directed study course on Nominalism. The student(s) 
should meet with the instructor for three-to-four 1-hour sessions during the course to discuss the 
readings, assignments, and projects. See the Syllabus for an Academic Unit for a shorter unit-length 
version. 

Purpose 

To introduce the concept of nominalism and lay a biblical and theological foundation for helping to 
address nominality. To help students taking the course to understand how nominalism impacts the 
global church and its witness to the world.  

Outcomes 
 
After viewing the Lausanne Global Classroom episode on nominalism and completing the accompanying 
readings, discussion, and assignments, students will be able to: 
 

• Understand what constitutes nominalism and how it is an issue that impacts the global church. 
 

• Develop a biblical and theological understanding of nominalism. 
 

• Understand the historical background and cultural influence of nominalism.  
 

• Identify ways to address nominalism in the church, community, and personally. 
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• Understand the importance of addressing nominalism in the local church and community 
through emphasizing conversion, discipling, preaching, and teaching.  

Course Materials 
 
Lausanne Global Classroom: Nominalism episode 

 YouTube Playlist 
 HD file downloads 
 
Articles 
 

1. Christian Witness to Nominal Christians among Roman Catholics (Lausanne Occasional Paper 
10). 

2. Christian Witness to Nominal Christians among the Orthodox (Lausanne Occasional Paper 19). 
3. Christian Witness to Nominal Christians among Protestants (Lausanne Occasional Paper 23). 
4. Statement to the Churches on Nominality (1998). 

 

Required Reading from the Bibliography (Appendix): 

1. Cawley, Luke. The Myth of the Non-Christian: Engaging Atheists, Nominal Christians, and the 
Spiritual but Not Religious. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2016.   

2. Gibbs, Eddie. In Name Only: Tackling the Problem of Nominal Christianity. Originally published: 
Winning Them Back. Turnbridge Wells, Kent, England: Monarch Publications, 1993 and Fuller 
Seminary Press, 1994. Reissued by Fuller Seminary Press in 2005. 

3. Piper, John. Finally Alive: What Happens When We Are Born Again. Fearn: Christian Focus, 2010. 
4. John Stott, Christ the Controversialist. The Basics of Belief. Leicester: IVP, 1970, 1996. 

 
Assignments: 

 
Faculty Responsibilities Include: 

 

• Determine what part or parts of the video best fit your course purposes.  

• Determine the timeframe to be used for implementing sections of the video or the 
whole video resource. 

• Customize the use of these materials and assignments to best fit your purposes and 
course outcomes. 

• Determine what other resources might be helpful for your students to learn about 
nominalism in their ministry context.  

• Determine how you will grade or score the assignments and activities you choose.  
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        Choose from the assignments below. 

 
I. Discuss the questions below with your course leader or professor: 

   
A. Video Episode and Articles Discussion Questions: 
 

1. Discuss the meaning of nominalism? How would you define it? What causes it?  
2. How does nominality happen in the life of believers? What is the source of it? What is 

the remedy?  
3. Discuss the importance of conversion in preventing nominality. How will an emphasis on 

conversion strengthen faith in believers? 
4. How does nominalism happen in a Christianized culture? What are the dangers and 

drawbacks to faith of living in such an environment?  
5. Discuss the impact of secularization on Christian faith. 
6. What is the connection between having a faith identity and the practice of faith?  
7. How does nominality impact life issues such as marriage and sexuality?  
8. How do you see nominality expressed in the Old Testament? In the New Testament?  
9. How did Jesus prevent nominality in the disciples? How do you account for nominality in 

Judas Iscariot?  
10. Discuss the differences between nominality, being a Christian, and Christian maturity.  
11. How can a country be predominantly Christian, and yet nominality exists?  
12. How does the cost of being a Christian affect nominality? Give examples.  
13. Do you know some nominal Christians? How might they be encouraged to grow in their 

faith and relationship to God?  
14. What is the solution(s) for nominalism in the church?  
 

B. Discussion Questions on Articles 1-4: 
 

1. What are some of the differences between nominalism among Catholics, Orthodox, and 
Protestants?   

2. Discuss the biblical definition of ‘Christian’. 
3. Discuss cultural and other factors which may serve as a roadblock or hindrance to 

biblical faith among Catholics, Protestants, and Orthodox adherents. Outline some 
bridges or strategies to reach these people.  

4. How have factors in the history of the church affected the rise of nominalism?  
5. Where do you see nominalism occurring today? How might it be addressed by the 

church? By individual Christians?  
6. What role does the church play in contributing to nominalism? Eliminating it?  
 

II. Write a 5-page integrative response paper on each of the books listed above. Do not summarize 
the contents, but reflect on how the book touches, inspires, challenges, or convicts you 
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regarding nominalism. What do you agree with; not agree with, and why? How is your 
understanding of nominalism challenged or changed? What biblical and theological reflections 
are noteworthy? Why is the book important, or not, to your understanding of nominalism? 
Explain. 

III. Show the Lausanne Global Classroom video episode on nominalism to a group in your church or 
school. Use the discussion questions in the small group guide above to engage the viewers in 
conversation about nominalism. Write a 3-page report describing your experience. Outline the 
responses of the group and share plans or goals set by the participant viewers.   

IV. Design a short survey that includes questions on involvement in Christian life, faith, and church. 
Interview several people who you think might be nominal Christians using the survey. (Do not 
discuss their being nominal with them). Determine from the answers if you think they are 
nominal.  Write a 3-page descriptive reflection report discussing your experience and 
observations. Suggest ways from your research and readings to address the nominality in those 
you interviewed.  

V. Write a 12-page research paper outlining a biblical and theological understanding of 
nominalism. Suggest ways you can lead your church to address the problem of nominalism. 
Summarize, integrate, and apply your research to your present or future ministry or life of faith.  

 

 

Suggestions for Individual Study 

Materials 

Lausanne Global Classroom: Nominalism video episode. 
 
 YouTube Playlist 
 HD file downloads 
 
Articles 
 

1. Christian Witness to Nominal Christians among Roman Catholics (Lausanne Occasional Paper 
10). 

2. Christian Witness to Nominal Christians among the Orthodox (Lausanne Occasional Paper 19). 
3. Christian Witness to Nominal Christians among Protestants (Lausanne Occasional Paper 23). 
4. Statement to the Churches on Nominality (1998). 

 

Suggested Reading from the Bibliography (Appendix): 

1. Cawley, Luke. The Myth of the Non-Christian: Engaging Atheists, Nominal Christians, and the 
Spiritual but Not Religious. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2016.   
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2. Gibbs, Eddie. In Name Only: Tackling the Problem of Nominal Christianity. Originally published: 
Winning Them Back. Turnbridge Wells, Kent, England: Monarch Publications, 1993 and Fuller 
Seminary Press, 1994. Reissued by Fuller Seminary Press in 2005. 

3. Piper, John. Finally Alive: What Happens When We Are Born Again. Fearn: Christian Focus, 2010. 
4. John Stott, Christ the Controversialist.; The Basics of Belief. Leicester: IVP, 1970, 1996. 

Reflection Questions for Journaling (based on the video episode and articles): 

A. Video Episode Questions to reflect on in your journal: 
 
1. Discuss the meaning of nominalism? How would you define it? What causes it?  
2. How does nominality happen in the life of believers? What is the source of it? What is the 

remedy?  
3. Discuss the importance of conversion in preventing nominality. How will an emphasis on 

conversion strengthen faith in believers? 
4. How does nominalism happen in a Christianized culture? What are the dangers and 

drawbacks to faith of living in such an environment?  
5. Discuss the impact of secularization on Christian faith. 
6. What is the connection between having a faith identity and the practice of faith?  
7. How does nominality impact life issues such as marriage and sexuality?  
8. How do you see nominality expressed in the Old Testament? In the New Testament?  
9. How did Jesus prevent nominality in the disciples? How do you account for nominality in 

Judas Iscariot?  
10. Discuss the differences between nominality, being a Christian, and Christian maturity.  
11. How can a country be predominantly Christian, and yet nominality exists?  
12. How does the cost of being a Christian affect nominality? Give examples.  
13. Do you know some nominal Christians? How might they be encouraged to grow in their faith 

and relationship to God?  
14. What is the solution(s) for nominalism in the church?  
 

B. Journal Questions on Articles to reflect on in your journal: 
 

1. What are some of the differences between nominalism among Catholics, Orthodox, and 
Protestants?   

2. Discuss the biblical definition of ‘Christian’. 
3. Discuss cultural and other factors which may serve as a roadblock or hindrance to biblical 

faith among Catholics, Protestants, and Orthodox adherents. Outline some bridges or 
strategies to reach these people.  

4. How have factors in the history of the church affected the rise of nominalism?  
5. Where do you see nominalism occurring today? How might it be addressed by the church? 

By individual Christians?  
6. What role does the church play in contributing to nominalism? Eliminating it?  
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Suggested Activities to Do in Your Community 

1. Form a group that meets regularly to pray for nominal Christians in the community and in 
the church.  

2. Show the Lausanne Global Classroom episode on Nominalism to people in your church or 
community. Have a discussion afterward using the video discussion questions above. 

3. You may also review the assignments from the academic and individual sections below to 
choose from books to read and find additional activities to do.  
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Appendix 

Suggested Bibliography of Resources on Nominalism  

Books:  
 
Anguandia Adia Edre, Enosh. Christian Nominalism within Church Membership; A Case Study of the 

Church in the Town of Bunia in de Democratic Republic of Congo. PhD Dissertation, South African 
Theological Seminary, April 2015. 

 
Barrett, David. The World Christian Encyclopedia: A Comprehensive Survey of Churches and Religions in 

the Modern World, AD 1900-2000. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1982. 
 
Barrett, David & Todd M. Johnson. World Christian Trends, AD 30-AD 2200. Pasadena: William Carey 

Library, 2001. 
 
Barrett, David, George Thomas Kurian, Todd M. Johnson. World Christian Encyclopedia: A Comparative 

Survey of Churches and Religions in the Modern World, 2 vols. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2001. 

 
Berger, Peter, Grace Davie & Effie Foakes. Religious America, Secular Europe? A Theme and Variations. 

Farnham: Ashgate Publishing, 2008. 
 
Billings, Alan. Secular Lives Sacred Hearts: The Role of the Church in a Time of No Religion. London, SPCK, 

2004. 
 
Boa, Kenneth.  Conformed to His Image: Biblical and Practical Approaches to Spiritual Formation. Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 2001. 
 
Bright, Bill & Mark McCloskey. Tell It Often, Tell It Well. San Bernardino, CA: Here’s Life Publishers, 1985. 
 
Brown, Callum. The Death of Christian Britain. London: Routledge, 2001. 
 
Cawley, Luke. The Myth of the Non-Christian: Engaging Atheists, Nominal Christians, and the Spiritual 

but Not Religious. Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2016. 
 
Cunningham, C. Michael. The Nominal Christian Handbook: How to Look Like a Christian and Survive 

Going to Church. C.S.S. Pub., 1991. 
 
Davie, Grace. Religion in Britain Since 1945: Believing Without Belonging. Oxford: Blackwell, 1994. 
 
______. Europe, the Exceptional Case: Parameters of Faith in the Modern World. London, Darton, 

Longman & Todd, 2007. 
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Day, Abby. Believing in Belonging: Belief and Social Identity in the Modern World. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2011. 
De Bruijne, Otto, Peter Pit & Karin Timmerman. Ooit Evangelisch: de achterdeur van evangelische 

gemeenten. Kampen: Kok, 2009. 
 
Fennell, Bud. I’m A Christian Too!  Bloomington: Westbow Press, 2016. 
 
Gibbs, Eddie. In Name Only: Tackling the Problem of Nominal Christianity. Originally published: Winning 

them back. Turnbridge Wells, Kent, England: Monarch Publications, 1993 and Fuller Seminary 
Press, 1994. Reissued by Fuller Seminary Press in 2005. 

 
______. Church Next: Quantum Changes in How We Do Ministry. Downers Grove: Inter Varsity Press, 

2000. 
 
______. ‘Nominalism’. In W.A. Dyrness & V. Karkkainen (eds.), Global Dictionary of Theology, 611-13. 

Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2008. 
 
______. ‘When “Nominal” Christians Want Only the Label.’ Interview by Ronald Keener, Church 

Executive, November 2006, p. 69-71. 
 
Gibbs, Eddie & Ryan K. Bolger. Emerging Churches: Creating Christian Community in Postmodern 

Cultures. Grand Rapids: Baker Academics, 2005. 
 
Gilliland, Dean. The Word Among Us: Contextualizing Theology for Mission Today. Eugene, Oregon: Wipf 

and Stock Publishers, 2002. 
 
Glock, Charles & Rodney Stark. Religion and Society in Tension. Chicago: Rand McNally & Company, 

1966. 
 
Hervieu-Leger, Danièle. Le Pèlerin et le Converti; La Religion en Mouvement. Paris: Flammarion, 1999. 
 
Jenkins, Philip. God’s Continent: Christianity, Islam, and Europe’s Religious Crisis. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2007. 
 
Johnstone, Patrick & Jason Mandryk. Operation World: 21st Century Edition. Exeter: Paternoster, 2001. 
 
Johnstone, Patrick. The Future of the Global Church: History, Trends and Possibilities. Downers Grove: 

InterVarsity Press, 2011. 
 
Kretzschmar, Gerald. Kirchenbindung: Praktische Theologie der mediatisierten Kommunikation. 

Göttingen, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2007. 
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Majam, Iliya Ben, and Theological Research Exchange Network. Characteristics, Causes and Cures of 
Nominality in Africa: A Case Study of Faith Mission Churches. Western Seminary, Portland, OR, 
2002. 

 
Neumann, Michael. ‘Nominal, Nominal Christian’. In Scott Moreau (ed.), Evangelical Dictionary of World 

Missions. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2000, p. 694. 
 
Nisus, Alain, ‘Quelle est la Meilleure Définition d'un Chrétien? À Partir de Quand Peut-on Ddire Qu'on 

est Chrétien?’ In Corinne Chardin & Alain Nisus, Guérie de mon passé. En marche vers l’avenir 
(Croire Pockets nr. 35). Paris, Croire Publications, 2013. 

 
Nolte, Richard. Nominal Christianity. Bloomington: Westbow Press, 2013. 
 
Piper, John. Finally Alive: What Happens When We Are Born Again. Fearn: Christian Focus, 2010. 
 
Rommen, Edward. ‘A Framework for the Analysis of Nominal Christianity: A West German Case Study.’ In 

Klaus Muller and Hans Kasdorf (eds.), ‘Reflection and Projection: Missiology at the Threshold of 
2001’. Bad Liebenzell, Verlag der Liebenzeller Mission, 1987. 

 
_______. Namenschristentum: Theologisch-Soziologische Erwägungen. Bad Liebenzell: Verlag der 

Liebenzeller Mission, 1985. Second edition, Nürnberg: VTR, 2003. 
 
Stalnaker, Cecil Wesley. An Analysis of Contemporary Christian Nominality within French-Speaking 

Belgium and its Missiological Implications (PhD Dissertation). Leuven: ETF, 1993. 
 
John Stott. Christ the Controversialist: The Basics of Belief. Leicester: IVP, 1970, 1996. 
 
Willaime, Jean-Paul. Europe et Religions: Les Enjeux du XXIe Siècle (collection Les Dieux dans la Cité). 

Paris, Fayard, 2009. 
 
Wilson, Douglas. Reformed is Not Enough: Recovering the Objectivity of the Covenant. Moscow, Idaho, 

Canon Press, 2000. 
 
Wraight, Heather (ed.). They Call Themselves Christian. London, Christian Research, 1998. 
 
 
 
 
Articles and Internet Resources:  
 
Brierley, Peter. ‘Where is the Church Going?’ Series of articles published on his website: 

http://www.brierleyconsultancy.com/where-is-the-church-going/ Especially Section 17.2 
‘Nominal Christians’. 
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De Chirico, Leonardo. ‘Salvation Belongs to the Lord: Evangelical Consensus in Dialogue with Roman 
Catholicism’, “Evangelical Review of Theology” 39:4 (2015) pp. 292-310. 

 
Först, Johannes. ‘Kirchenkrise, Kirchenferne und Säkularisierung’. In: Johannes Först, Heinz-Günther 

Schöttler (Hrsg.). Einführung in die Theologie der Pastoral: ein Lehrbuch für Studierende. 
Münster: LIT-Verlag, 2012. 

 
Guyot, Leopold. Sans Église, article published on pasteurweb.org. 

https://www.pasteurweb.org/Etudes/Eglise/SansEglise.htm consulted 2 January 2018. 
Hong, Young-gi. ‘Nominalism in Korean Protestantism’. Transformation, Vol 16, Issue 4, 1999, p. 135-

141. 
 
Keller, Tim. ‘The City, the Church, and the Future: Grace Davie and the Future of Religion on Modern 

Europe.’ January 9, 2015, http://www.timothykeller.com/blog/2015/1/9/the-city-the-church-
and-the-future. 

 
LCWE, Christian witness to Nominal Christians among Roman Catholics (Lausanne Occasional Paper 10). 
 
______. Christian Witness to Nominal Christians among the Orthodox (Lausanne Occasional Paper 19). 
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